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_ made. of the holiest truths, so, conse- 


Bible, so as to a oda 
worldly tastes and “passions of the 
human heart, and you doubtless recollect 
how, in the wilderness, he endeavoured 
to tempt the Son.of God with passages é 
of Scripture, cited literally, but interpre- | “Be not deceived, evil communications 
ted and applied with 
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bation of-his frivolous and dangerous 
pleasures. Ig it; necessary, in order to 
‘prove this, to cite here many passages 
of Scripture? I will confine myself to 
‘those which first. present themselves to 
my mind, “Thou shalt. not follow a 
ultitude to do evil,” said‘ the ‘Lord to . 
‘his ancient people, in'the twenty-third of 
Exodus.. “Be not, conformed to this 
learned in the science of - 2. ‘present. evil world,” is the exhortation 
ecom of, St. Paul, writing to the Romans. 
ee Enter ye in at, the strait, gate,” cries the 
‘Saviour, “ for wide is the gate and broad 
is the way that leadeth to destruction, 
‘and. many there be who go’in thereat.” 


My Breruren,—Wicked men abusé 
even the most sacred things, and. as of 
all abuses the worst is that which is 


quently, no poison is more ‘dangerous 
and fatal than that which is derived from 
the word of God, wrested. from its tru 


corrupt good manners,” is’ the warning 
_of thé apostlé of the Gentiles; and again, 
“Be not drunk with wine,” says he, 
“wherein is excess, but be filled with 
the Spirit. Speaking to yourselves in 
psalms and hymns, and spiritual songs,. 
singing and making melody in your_ 
heart to the Lord; ” thus contrasting — 
the joys of the world with the joys of 
piety, and showing us to which the pre- 
ference is due. But in the face of these 
precepts and many others which I might 


olical . art ; 
ch shows that we may go straight to 
with tortured and perverted words 
' Scripture in our mouths. Alas! this 
hed system still prevails in our own 

it is the sad resource of all those 
ve not received the love of the 
+ they might be saved. Instead 
iquiring upon every question, What 
;God say? What does the gospel 
they have previously determined, 


‘if they did not exist, they tacitly blot — 


pears to 
t from the co take ; 
ying it, or m investiga 
cation, and in this manne 


ayer 


-a history as that of the marriage | ae 
na do they seize, to sanction them et 
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‘ir worldly-mindedness. This is 
onclusion which they draw from 


participate in a party of pleasure, 
| should we be more holy than he ? 
| Christ was not one of those a 
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repeat, what do manydo? They act <<. #3 


them from the book of life, and upon _ 
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melancholy devotees who have for ever 
abandoned gaicty. He could upon oc- 
casion lay aside the gravity of his cha- 
racter, and engage in a lawful amuse- 
ment. Life is so short, why should we 
not take advantage of it to live happily, 
and if it be improper to say, ‘ Let us eat 
and drink, for to-morrow we die, why 
should not this be our feeling, ‘ Let us 
enliven the sad reality of life by a few 
innocent pleasures ?’” 

Well, my brethren, it is then the pre- 
sence of Christ at the wedding of Cana, 
upon which the worldly rest as authori- 
zing a course of life in opposition to 
Christianity, which condemns them, and 
it is this history itself, whose testimony 
they invoke, which will furnish us with 
weapons to combat them. But before 
entering into an examination of its most 
striking features, I shall make a few 
necessary preliminary reflections. 

I shall commence by acknowledging 
that the particular- point which will at 
this time engage our attention, should 
not be ranked as one of the rudiments of 
the religion of Jesus Christ. It is rather 
one of the applications of faith, one of the 
consequences of the Christian life. <A 
preacher who should commence his mi- 
nistry by thundering against the plea- 
sures of the world, hoping thereby to lead 
souls to the love of God, would display 
little experience in religion, and a very 
superficial acquaintance with the human 
heart. For, the love of the world can 
only be driven from the heart of man by 
a more powerful sentiment, and until the 
strong man armed, of which Jesus Christ 
speaks, is expelled, it will remain im- 
pregnable, in spite of all the assaults 
from without; but infuse the love of 
God into a heart governed by love of the 
world, and these bands will of themselves 
become loosed. But ifit is unreasonable, 
on the one hand, to believe that pathetic 
descriptions of the vanity of earthly en- 
joyments are sufficient to produce the 
conversion of souls, it may be useful, on 
the other, when we address an assembly 
which has long listened to the preaching 
of the word of God, and in which some 

ious individuals are found, to show that 
if this question regarding worldly plea- 
sures, and the part which the Christian 
may take in them, does not belong to 
the basis of Christianity, it is found at 
least at the top of the edifice, and enters 
the structure as one of its direct conse- 
quences and necessary applications, I 
will also add that in directing your me- 
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ditations to the portion of sacred history 
I have just read, I do not pretend to de- 
cide respecting any particular case. The 
duties of a preacher of the truth are not 
those of a casuist, and nothing is more 
repugnant to the character and disposi- 
tion of a true minister of Christ than the 
office of director of the conscience. We 
explain a fact, deduce principles, esta- 
blish general, comprehensive, and Chris- 
tian rules, leaving it to each one to ap- 
ply it to himself, according to the light 
which God has imparted to him. 

I repeat that we will now dwell less 
upon particular isolated instances, of 
which every Christian must judge for 
himself, than upon the natural inclina- 
tion, the decided propensity to follow 
the course of this world, and adopt the 
habits of worldly men; and we will 
show that the example and precepts of 
Jesus Christ condemn less certain steps, 
which at certain times and im certain 
circumstances a Christian considers him—- 
self justified in taking, than the habitual 
disposition to make Christian duty yield 
to social ties, and religion conform to the 
maxims and customs of the worldly. 

And, finally, I will add that there are 
in society peculiar situations, not under 
the direction of those placed in them, — 
situations of complicated difficulty, of 
which obscure Christians like ourselves, — 
perfectly free to choose our mode of life, 
are not always competent judges. We 
do not except such from our remarks ; 
we are, on the contrary, of opinion that 
they should be submitted to the truth, 
and to Jesus Christ ; but on this point, 
especially, we would not pronounce 
judgment. Let every conscience appear 
before the Saviour, and leave it to his 
decision. Having given these explana- 
tions I arrive at my subject, and I am — 
about to prove that the conclusions which 
the worldly draw from the history in- 
cluded in my text, are inadmissible, and 
that the lessons which they ought to de-_ 
rive from it, are of a totally different cha= ~ 
racter. 

Remark, in the first place, that the 
house to which Jesus Christ was invited. 
and to which he went, was not of a de-— 
scription to compromise his character. 
Some interpreters have reasonably con-— 
jectured from the remark of the evange- 

st, in the first words of our history, tea 
the mother of Jesus was there, that cred 
family with whom they assembled was 
connected either by relationship or inti-_ 
mate friendship with that of the mother. 
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of our Saviour; and this supposition, 
which is not without foundation, is of 
itself sufficient to explain the presence of 
Christ at the marriage of Cana. But it 
is not necessary to have recourse to such 
a hypothesis; we can affirm as a pro- 
bability, not to say certainty, that the 
family in which the marriage of Cana 
was celebrated, was a pious family, or 
at least favourably disposed towards the 
kingdom of God. For who was invited 
to the feast? The mother of Jesus, and 
not only the mother of Jesus, but the 
disciples of Jesus, and not only the dis- 
ciples of Jesus, but Jesus himself. 
Surely a family by which Christ is invi- 
ted, where his presence is not dreaded, 
where his society is enjoyed, where his 
- word is affectionately received, where 
his gracious and amiable but invariably 
grave deportment, his sweet and serene 
but dignified aspect, is not burdensome ; 
such a family is surely not a worldly fa- 
mily. Invite the Saviour to your feasts, 
beg him to take a seat at your table, to 
join in your conversation, to participate 
in your pleasures, to witness the emo- 
tions of your heart, in a word, to preside 
_ over the guests you have assembled 
around you, and your entertainments 
will no longer be worldly; God will ap- 
prove them, Jesus will bless them, the 
_ Holy Spirit will sanctify them. For, in 
the presence of the Saviour, could you 
indulge in trifling discourse, giddy beha- 
yiour, scandal, lawless luxury, disgusting 
sensuality, or boisterous and foolish 
mirth? No, no. Jesus will bring with 
_ him order, decency, moderation, serenity, 
peace, joy, not that joy which shows it- 
_ self in loud laughter, and which belong- 
ing merely to the outward appearance, 
is but a counterfeit of true joy, but the 
_ joy which has its seat in the heart, and 
which God grants to his own by the 
power of his love. Remember, then, 
that every joy which animates us, and 
every fete we celebrate under the eye of 
Jesus Christ, and after having invoked 
his presence, is a lawful enjoyment, and 
Christian fete, and every amusement in 
ich we could not indulge, without 
begging the Saviour to withdraw, or 
g that he were not a spectator, isa 
len one. 
s true there is in the family scene, 
vangelist describes, a person- 
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the noble character of the Son of God 
and of his disciples. But on a nearer 
inspection, we see that he was there to 
accomplish an end, and an important 
one. You must know, that the governor 
of the feast, with the ancients, was a 
man who was paid, on certain occasions, 
to make preparations and attend to the 
details of a repast or entertainment, that 
the master of the house might devote 
himself entirely to the relations and 
friends assembled at his table, without 
being occupied by minor cares. It is 
easy to conceive that persons of this pro- 
fession were not generally men of very 
superior minds, and besides, the nature 
of the office they were called to sustain, 
was sufficient gradually to destroy the 
elevated thoughts and sentiments which 
nature or education might have bestowed 
on them; for, in the exercise of their 
profession, passing their lives in attend- 
ing festivals, constantly engaged in Ja- 
bours little adapted to ennoble the mind, 
and generally surrounded by an atmo- 
sphere of dissipation and sensuality, they 
could not but contract light and frivolous 
habits. But the governor of the feast, at 
the wedding of Cana, plays a very im- 
portant part, for in the state of mind in 
which, judging from his speech, we must 
suppose him to be, indifferent to Jesus 
Christ, without concern for his glory, re- 
garding him merely as one of the other 
guests, caring little whether he displayed 
his power or not; devoted to his own 
duties, and only anxious to acquit him- 
self with honour,—he is perhaps the 
most important witness to the miracle of 
Jesus Christ, because the most disinter- 
ested, and his words should have great 
weight with us from this circumstance. 
When addressing the bridegroom, he 
said, speaking of the work which Christ 
had wrought without his knowledge ; 
“Thou hast kept the good wine till 
now.” 

But the presence of this governor of 
the feast, in a house which Jesus Christ 
did not disdain to visit, may teach us — 
another lesson: that Christians must not 
expect to associate only with their bre- 
thren, that they may frequently in com- 


a 


mon lifemeet with men opposed totheir ~— 


sentiments, with the worldly, the profane, 
the infidel, or the irreligious, and that if 
they will live only among Christians, they 
must, as the apostle Paul says, “go out 
of the world.” Worldliness consists less 
in the description of persons with whom — 
we associate, or the society in which we = 
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mingle, than in the spirit with which we 
enter into these connexions and cultivate 
them. The worldand Christ are found side 
by side, and even touch, but without be- 
comingconfounded. The world maintains 
its determination never to yield to the 
gospel, but the gospel must never yield 
to the world. Behold the governor of 
the feast in a room with the Saviour of 
men. He is not intimidated ; his man- 
ners are not altered, his language is not 
modified,—le is there, what he is every 
where, with his joking observations, the 
proverbs and customs of his profession, 
and his habitual routine. But, also, see 
Jesus Christ, in the same room with this 
governor of the feast, or any other indi- 
vidual of a similar character. He does 
not conform to his style, he does not 
adopt his airs, he does not copy his man- 
ners, he does not become worldly, he is 
there what he is every where, the type 
of the Christian character and life. 

After haying noticed the place in 
which Jesus Christ was found, and the 
family at whose invitation he went, let 
us consider the nature of the entertain- 
ment in which he condescended to par- 
ticipate. It was a wedding. Nowa 
wedding is a family festival in which 
there is nothing unlawful or forbidden. 
And when has Christianity prohibited 
natural and innocent pleasure? Where 
has it proscribed family parties? When 
and where has it declared that it has 
abolished the social relations, and would 
extinguish human affections? Its mis- 
sion was not to destroy but to renew, to 
purify, to sanctify. A wedding is a re- 
joicing on the occasion of a marriage, 
and marriage itself is a divine institution. 
It was God who established it in the be- 
ginning of the world, when afer having 
created #@ man and a woman,’he united 
them and gave them his blessing. The 

ospel has much to do with marriage, it 
is that which cements, consolidates, and 
raises it to its highest elevation, gives it 
the firmest guarantee, and ensures its 
duration; and you all know that the 
Christian church is pleased to pronounce 
‘upon two persons consecrating them- 
selves to the Lord at the foot of her al- 
tars, the supreme benediction of Christ, 
who is himself the husband of the church. 
Therefore, I am not surprised to find the 
Saviour at the wedding of Cana; on the 
contrary, I rejoice to see him between 
the young man and young woman just 


united to each other by the most sacred | 
of bonds, Itis delightful to imagine him | 
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placing them one on his right hand and 
the other on his left, thereby showing us 
that he is the only true bond of souls, 
the only life of the affections, and that 
to love one another so as to please him, 
we must say, as Jonathan said to David, 
“The Lord be between me and thee.” I 
seem to hear the words of wisdom and 
counsel, of love and sympathy, that it 
was so suitable to address to the 
young pair, and which it was so great 
a happiness to receive from his lips; 
or, even without speaking, I see him 
expressing by his looks and deport- 
ment, the interest he takes in their wel- 
fare, setting before them those hopes and 
promises which are so beneficial and so 
encouraging, in the entrance into life and 
the commencement of so important an 
engagement. Ina word, he appears to 
spread over the whole of this family fes- 
tivity, the sweet serenity and happiness, 
of which he is the source. But think you 
that this Saviour who was so much in his 
place at the wedding of Cana, and for 
whom we have seen that there was so 
much to do there, would assist at those 
demoralizing spectacles which, while their 
only tendency is to defile the imagination 
and corrupt the heart, should be disliked 
on account of the habits of dissipation - 
to which they lead, by the false world of ~ 
illusion which they create, while the 
world is in truth full of sad realities, and 
by the precious time which they-con- 
sume? Think you that he would have 
joined in those vain assemblies, frequent- 
ed chiefly for the sake of escaping the 
reflections of solitude, where extravagant 
luxury is displayed, where the lust of. 
the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life stand forward boldly and 
undisguisedly, where men and women 
move and act like automatons who nei- — 
ther think nor feel, and from which after — 
having abused the gifts of the Creator, — 
and inverted the laws which devoted the | 
day to labour, and the night to rest, they _ 
retire equally harassed in body and ~ 
mind? Think you that he would have — 
seated himself at those splendid feasts, 
where the boundaries of moderation and _ 
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sarily false to his character, and deny | Let us again consult the Scripture, and it 


himself, because there his name alone 
would sound strangely, and because on 
these accounts he would be obliged to 
quit the party and withdraw. But why 
then did Jesus go to the wedding of 
Cana? To this question the gospel re- 
plies, “It was to glorify his Father.” 
** And he manifested there his glory,” 
says St. John, his beloved disciple. Now 
as Christ sought not his own glory, as he 
himself assures us, but that of the Father 
who sent him, as he beheld his own glory 
in the glory of God, identifying all his 
interests with those of his Father; since 
the scripture tells us that at the wedding 
of Cana, Jesus manifested his glory, it is 
therefore that he glorified God thereby. 
To glorify God, to make him known, to 
accomplish his will, was the aim of the 
Saviour’s life, the end which he had con- 
stantly in view whether he spoke or was 
silent, whether he rested or performed a 
miracle, whether he sought solitude or so- 
ciety, whether he shut himself up with his 
disciples, or accompanied them toa wed- 
ding. And this should be the grand ac- 
tuating motive of the life of a Christian ; 
as it is written, ‘‘ Whether ye eat or drink, 
or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory 
of God.” Examine yourself, thus, my 
dear hearer. When you go into the 
world, is it like the Saviour after prayer? 
Is it with the desire of glorifying your 
ey Father by your humility and 
_ charity? Is it with the design of mak- 
ing known his name, proclaiming his sal- 
vation, and _eemmunicating his grace? 
Is it with a sincere renouncement of 
yourself, and in that spirit of sacrifice 
- which places duty before pleasure, the 
_ will of God before our own will, and leads 
us to desire and seek above all things 
God and his glory? If so, you follow 
in your Saviour’s footsteps, you are an 
imitator of Christ. You are in no dan- 
ger from the world. But if, on the con- 
trary, you seek only to pass your time 
_ pleasantly, to obtain recreation, to gra- 
_ tify your sensuality or pride, having in 
view only your own interests and the fa- 
- your of the world, then I will say to you 
with that candour so consistent with the 
character of a minister of the gospel, 
you do not go into the world as Jesus 
Christ did,—you do not live in the 
orld as a Christian; the company of 
world is replete with snares and 
for you. 
what was the result of the Sa- 
| presence at the marriage of Cana ? 
<4 ‘ 
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answers, “‘his disciples believed on him.” 
The miracle which Jesus performed on 
this occasion, his words, his wise and 
dignified deportment, all tended to the 
establishment of his beloved disciples in 
the faith. My brethren, when to justify 
your association with the world, you can 
cite such facts (but is it to us that you 
are accountable ?) when with deep hu- 
mility and sincere gratitude you can say 
to your heavenly Father, “ My God thou 
knowest, and I take thee to witness 
that if I had attended to my own wishes 
I should have retired to the company of 
thy children and lived only among them; 
but thy word, the love with which thou 
hast inspired me, the position in which 
thou hast placed me, the connexions 
by which thou hast surrounded me, 
have rendered it my duty not to with- 
draw entirely from the society of my 
equals: and now I bless thee, O Father, 
that thou hast kept me in the midst of a 
world so full of temptations, where my 
salvation had a thousand times suffered 
shipwreck without thy aid! I especially 
thank thee, that thou hast not permitted 
my life and conversation to be useless! 
The mind of one was uneasy, restless, 
and unhappy, and thou didst deign to 
make use of me, to lead him by the 
hand and conduct him to my Saviour. 
The conscience of another slept care- 
lessly, destitute of all remorse, and thou 
gayest me the grace, with thy law in 
my hand, to awake him from his slumber, 
An infidel was descending to the tomb, 
blaspheming a gospel of which he was 
ignorant, and now with a pure heart, he 
callsupon the Lord Jesus.” My brethren, 
when you can speak thus, or can even 
say truly and conscientiously, that the 
effect of your intercourse with the 
world has been to dissipate prejudice, 
to make the true spirit of Christianity 
better known, to induce some persons 
to study it or to hear it preached, to 
dispose by aid from above some towards 
the faith, then I will not only say that_ 
you will gain no injury by going into 
the world, but I will venture to declare 
that God himself authorises you in doing 
so. But let us take great care; seduc- - 
tion is easy. Instead of doing good to 
the world, Christians often gain injury 
to themselves ; instead of glorifying God, 
they sometimes dishonour him; imstead 
of winning souls to Christ, they not un- 
frequently fall into the snares of the 
enemy, and in repeated instances have we 
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seen that the most direct result of too 
intimate'and habitual connexion with the 
world has been—decay of faith, languor 
of piety, wandering thoughts, and the 
loss of that Christian savour and evange- 
lical salt, without which the character 
of the disciple of Christ compromises 
with the notions of men, and becomes 
conformed to their model. These per- 
petual concessions, which destroy piety, 
throw a man between the two camps, 
and cause the worldly and Christians to 
have an equal claim upon him, or to dis- 
own him altogether. 

My dear hearers, after having shown 
you the family which invited our Saviour, 
the feast at which he attended, the end 
for which he went, and the consequences 
which ensued, I must return to one of the 
ideas with which I commenced this dis- 
course. There are pleasures, pure, per- 
fect, lasting; pleasures in which there 
can be no excess, and which leave be- 
hind no disgust; pleasures easily ob- 
tainable; pleasures which sweeten every 
joy, and without which the choicest de- 
lights are insipid ; pleasures for to-day, 
for to-morrow, and for the whole of life; 
pleasures for eternity. These, you al- 
ready know, my friends, are the pleasures 
of piety, the joys of communion with 
God, the delights of the love of Christ. 
Taste for once of the cup of these holy 
pleasures, and you will find all others 
tasteless or bitter. What, indeed, are 
even the most brilliant spectacles of 
nature to him who has learned to con- 
template God in the person of Jesus 
Christ, to approach him as a reconciled 
and beloved Father? What is even the 
most distinguished, intellectual, and 
amiable society to him who knows the 
sweetness of communion with. the chil- 
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Or the comparatively few psalms to 
which the Masoretic Annotators have 
ventured to assign a specific occasion, 
the Thirty-fourth is one. They have 
entitled it, “A Psalm of David when he 


changed his behaviour before Abime- | first residence with A +h sh; 


lech, who drove him away and he de- 
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dren of God, the company of Christ and 
his disciples? What are the most flat- 
tering and enchanting earthly hopes to 
him who is an inheritor of God, and 
considers heaven and its joys, its riches 
and glory as his possessions? What 
are they? What spoiled and tainted food 
would be toa rich man, whose table is 
every day covered with the most whole- 
some and savoury viands; what dirty 
and disgusting. garments would be to 
a man who is clothed in purple, who 
carries in his hand a sceptre, and on his 
head a diadem. Love God then, my 
dear hearers, and you will renounce the 
world without regret, without effort. 
Learn to know Jesus Christ, his pardon, 
his peace, and his faithfulness, and you 
will of yourselves lose all relish for the 
pleasures which surround you. Rejoice 
in the Saviour, in the persuasion of your 
redemption, in the assurance of your sal- 
vation, in the hope of eternal life; and 
you will grieve that you permitted your- 
selves to be amused and deceived like 
children, with these earthly toys, the end 
of which is death. Ina word, become 
Christians, and Christ having become 
your all, every thing that pleases him 
will please you, every thing that grieves 
him will grieve you, and in the atmo- _ 
sphere of liberty and love in which you _ 
breathe, it will no longer be necessary 
to direct you what you ought to avoid, 
and what you may allow, because 
Christ dwelling in you will give you 
that certain perception, which will point _ 
out to you without danger of mistake 
when you ought toremain in retirement, 


ted this account of the com-_ 


and when with him you may go to Cana, 
May he grant it ! Now unto him as to the 
Father, and to the Holy Spirit, be glory 
for ever. Amen. 


a 


explained the term Abimelech to be a 
common name of the Philistine kings, as © 
Pharaoh was of the Egyptian, and have, 
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That the concurrence is an indolent one, 
and not the result of independent inves- 
tigation, will, I think, be the conclusion of 
every one who even slightly examines 
the subject. The following are the 
chief reasons why I judge the date as- 
signed to be inaccurate. 
In the first place, no evidence appears 
on the face of the psalm of its having 
been a composition elicited by the 
pressure of a particular trouble, such 
as was the exile of David at Gath. In 
no part of the psalm is there any allusion 
to particular individuals, or any reference 
to passing events. No specific passage 
of the writer’s private history appears to 
be present to his mind, in any part, invo- 
luntarily giving a direction to his thoughts. 
On the contrary, the verses are a series 
of enunciations of important general 
truths, most of them experimental in- 
deed, but still such apparently as are 
borrowed, not from a defined portion of 
past experience, but from its general course 
and tenour. 
In the next place, there seems some 
difficulty in believing that David was in 
a frame of mind, during his brief sojourn 
in Philistia, for inditing religious com- 
posures. Let us briefly review the cir- 
cumstances of his flight there. This event 
of his life occurred on the first open 
outbreaking of Saul’s jealous hostility 
towards him, and appears to have been a 
step taken in haste. It followed imme- 
- diately on the hurried conference which 
he had held with Abimelech at Nob, and 
its moral bearings may be supposed to 
have been as little pondered in his mind 
as the particulars of that conference. 
It was certainly an expedient of his own 
devising, and not resorted to in obedi- 
ence to any divine intimation or com- 
mand. It was no less certainly an act of 
questionable morality and prudence. Its 
direct aspect was to indicate a want of 
confidence in providential care, and its 
immediate effect to place the psalmist 
in a position most hazardous to his con- 
sistency. A voluntary pensioner on the 
favour of a hostile court, it was next to 
impossible that he should long honour- 
ably maintain his fidelity to the interests 
of his country, and that his gratitude 
should not interfere with his patriotism. 
ad only exchanged, therefore, one 
pecies of difficulties for another. His 
sciousness of this is, we think, pretty 

ent from the unnatural precaution 
Ived to take for his safety, 
h the inseription of the 
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psalm refers. This assumed disguise 
was, to say the least of it, humiliating 
degradation, and must have been so 
felt by David. As soon as a return of 
ealmness would allow his, conscience to 
resume its power, it must have been 
perceived by him to be one of those 
snares into which the fear of man brings. 
With what probability, then, can we as- 
sign a psalm of the particular character 
of the one before us, to this juncture of 
his life? Was he in a frame to edify 
others who needed admonition himself? 
Is it likely that a composition, which 
from beginning to end breathes a spirit 
of trust and tranquillity, was the fruit 
of a season of anxious alarm? Is it 
even credible, that any devotional com- 
position could be the produce of such 
aseason? The two states of mind seem 
incompatible with each other, nor will 
our judgment allow us, without violence, 
to identify the sweet singer of Israel 
with the madman of Gath. 

A third argument, not less decisive 
in our opinion, against the reputed date 
of the psalm, may be drawn from the 
apparent age of the writer. In verse 
11, we find him addressing himself spe- 
cifically to children, andashe proceeds, he 
evidently seems to have the same interest- 
ing class stillin his eye, giving directions 
how probable longevity may be attained. 
“Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 
I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 
What man is he that desireth life, and 
loveth many days that he may see 
good? Keep thy tongue from evil, and 
thy lips from speaking guile. Depart 
from evil and do good; seek peace, 
and pursue it.” Nowcan we conceive 
of these fatherly counsels as originating 
with any other than a father? Can 
any one suppose, that these are the 
exhortations of a youthful moralist 2. As 
we have always read this portion of the 

salm, the writer is here, just as in 
Bs. xxxvil, 25, unfolding the results of 
his own personal observation and expe- 
rience. He had himself observed, that 
the life of the peaceful is most commonly 
protracted, that “bloody and deceitful 
men scarecly live out half their days,” 
and he is here recording the fact for the 
benefit of the rising generation. This 
supposition appears best to accord with 
the character of the psalm which, as we 
have noticed, iseaperimental not didactic ; — 
and it imparts a peculiar value to the 
assurances given, presenting them under — 
the form of verified conclusions, But, 
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unless, the life of the writer had been | of relief, the agonizing distraction of 
a somewhat prolonged one, it is obvious |.mind inseparable from suspense had 
to remark, the opportunity of such veri- | disappeared also; and his melancholy 
fication could not have been his, nor} was now become a_ placid, tranquil, 
he himself, so far, a competent witness. | feeling, not unlike to that described by 
The bearing of these strictures on the | our great poet in some parts of his 
point now under discussion we need | “ Penseroso,” borrowing whose language 
not stay to illustrate. On the most lax | on another occasion, we may say of 
supposition, the age of David, at the | this species of grief that, oft of choice, 
time of his first voluntary exile in Phi- | « Tt seeks to sweet retired solitude, 

listia, must have been under thirty, and | Where with its best nurse, Contemplation, 
his. authorship of the psalm, therefore, | It plumes its feathers, and lets grow its 
at that period, is a moral impossibility. wings, 

We derive some confirmations to these | Which, in the various bustle of resort, — 
objection from a consideration of the | Were all too ruffled and sometimes im- 
form and structure of the psalm. Such paired, ; 
as are familiar with the original, know | After the preceding strictures, it can 
that it is one of those commonly termed | scarcely be necessary for us to offer 
“ Acrostic,” 7. e. in which each verse | our own opinion as to the real occa- 
begins with a successive letter of the | sionofthepsalm. We believe it to have 
alphabet. Now this little circumstance, | been one of the Royal Psalmist’s last 
trifling as it may seem, has some weight | compositions written in the evening of 
with us in deciding the question of its | his days, andaftera solemn and dispas- 
date and occasion. The psalm, wecan-| sionate review of his past history. 
not but think, is too artificial a composi- | Viewed in this light, it surely pos- 
tion, to have been composed under the cir- | sesses a peculiar interest. As Psalm 
cumstances alleged. A mind so agitated | lxxii. appears to have been a final 
by urgent cares and dangers as the | prayer, so may we consider this as, ina 
psalmist’s must have been while with | manner, a final doxology. In analysing 
Achish, is noé at leisure, we humbly con- | it, it is delightful to observe, how free 
ceive, to study such minute ornaments. | it isfrom every syllable of repming. On — 
A want of regularity and strict sequence | various former occasions, when the ~ 
in the order of remark may be rather ex- | psalmist had taken up his harp, it had 
pected to be the characteristics of pieces | poured forth many plaintive and almost — 
so composed. Let us examine the psalms | querulous notes, but here he is all grati- 
which may be dated with certainty | tudeandpraise. Whateverunworthy sus- 
from times of pressing calamity, and we | picions of the designs of providence 
shall find, I think, this distinction borne | towards him he might once have en- 
out. In the psalms from fifty-two to | tertained, he now retained only the — 
fifty-nine inclusive, most of which are | shame of them ; the “mercies” promised 
of this character, the continuity of dic- | him had been found “ sure ;” “many had — 
tion is far less strict, and the parallelism | been his afflictions ” and trials, but by 
less Aes ae in the present. One of |simply waiting the Lord’s time and — 
these psalms (lvi.) is commonly thought | the Lord’s way, he had been delivered — 
to have been composed on the same oc- | out of them all; both his “soul had — 
casion as that now under review, and if | been preserved ‘from death and his feet — 
we compare these two together, the con- | from falling ;” and he was now de- — 
trast between them as poetical remains | sirous of publicly recording his sense 
willbe striking. The example of Jere- 
miah in his Lamentations (which por- 
tion of Scripture is probably the most 
perfect form of Acrostic poetry extant) 
may, perhaps, be thought inconsistent 
with this view. But it must be re- 
membered, that the distress of the pro- 
eet at the time he composed these | to the excellency a 

amentations was become a sxertiep | It is the pe 
grief. His situation was no longer one | had nea 
m which hope and fear were alternately | th 
conflicting for ascendency. With the 
final disappearance of every prospe 
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man. Let this supposition of its nature 
and origin be entertained, and I am 
much mistaken, if the course of thought 
throughout will not appear easy, natu- 
ral, and impressive; and if the juvenile 
reader, especially, will not discover fresh 
force in the appeals addressed him, 
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while he remembers that he is perusing, 
not the fluent periods of a recluse 
theorist, but the practical wisdom of one 
| who had been long and variously tried. 

“O taste and see that the Lord is good ; 

blessed is the man who trusteth in him.” 


SIGNS OF GRACE.—No. II. 


Reader,—if thou art in a state of friend- 
ship with the Most High, happy art 
thou, for the Spirit of God and of glory 
resteth on thee; if not, listen to the 
voice from heaven, for it says, “ Ac- 
quaint now thyself with him, and be at 
peace ; thereby good shall come unto 

thee.” If thou dost doubt as to thy 
state, it is not for want of sufficient 
light, but of a strict and impartial scru- 
tiny. 

Primitive Christians spoke with de- 
cision on this most interesting of all 
subjects. Paul said, “I know in whom 
Ihave believed.” Peter boldly asserted 
the reality of his love to Christ, “ Thou 
knowest,” said ‘he, “that I love thee.” 
This was the case, not only with these 
eminent persons, but with good men of 

- Jesser name; for we read that “they 
_ took joyfully the spoiling of their goods, 
_ knowing that they had in heaven a 
_ better and a more enduring substance.” 
And John, speaking not only of himself, 
but of his brethren in general, says, “We 
know that we have passed from death 
unto life, because we love the brethren,” 
John iii, 14. Here are two signs of a 
gracious state, and the one is a proof of 
the other. 
Every one who is in a state of grace, 
has experienced a real and a great change. 
_ This important doctrine was the subject 
of our Lord’s conference with Nicode- 
mus. He who isa Christian indeed is 
born again, is born from above, is born 
of the Spirit ; for it is not the work of 
man, but of God. And how real is this 
hange, since it is actually passing from 
a state of death to a state of life! 
How great is the contrast! it is searcely 
possible to think of a greater. Ask the 
iopy individual, on whom the “ day- 
spring from on high” has arisen, and he 
%: ell you what God has done for his 
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eyes were so closed, that I saw not 
e traces of his footsteps, or the dis- 
of his character in his wondrous 


‘Yes; he will say, I was dead ;. 


works, or in his more wondrous word. 
I was so deaf that I heard not the me- 
lody, though I have always lived in his 
great temple, where at every moment 
there are innumerable voices from the 
heavens, and the earth, and the crea- 
tures, who are telling of his glory. I 
would not, I was so foolish, so base, 
and so criminal, listen to the mes- 
sage from the skies, which besought me 
to be blessed for ever, though delivered 
in accents of infinite tenderness and love. 
Yes, I was dead: for the morning came, 
and the evening came, and weeks, and 
months, and years came, and passed 
away, all distinguished by the loving- 
kindnesses of the Lord, innumerable as 
the sands on the sea-shore, and mighty 
as the mountains, and, wretch that I 
was, I offered no praise! The glad 
tidings of great joy which thrill on every 
string of every golden harp in glory, and 
which gladden with rapturous delight all 
the multitudes of the blest, who occupy 
the boundless palace of the great King, 
awakened no pleasure in my hard and 
stony heart. Though besought by the 
tender voice of heavenly love, I took not 
one step in the narrow way which lead- 
eth unto life. I would not have God to 
reign overme. Foolishly and wickedly, 
I preferred the iron yoke of Satan to 
the delightful, yea, the light and the 
silken bands of my Lord and Redeemer. 
Yes, I was “dead in trespasses and 
sins. 

But a change has passed upon me; I 
have “passed from death unto. life ;” 
God has quickened me. “Old things 
are passed away, and all things are 
become new.” My Lord has given me 
that “new name which shall not be 


cut off ;” and that “ white stone,” which ~ 


betokens remission of my sin, “ which 

no man knoweth, but he who receiveth 

it.” I was a helpless captive, “sold 

under sin ;” but through divine grace, 

I am “the Lord’s freeman ;” he has 

broken off my fetters, and es me 
D 


Priest, and my King ; 
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free. Iwas a guilty rebel, but he has 
made me a child. I was “an alien 
from the commonwealth of Israel ;” 
but I am become “a fellow-citizen 
with the saints, and of the household of 
God.” He has not only—adored be the 
riches of his grace—given me “a new 
name,” but a new nature, for he has 
taken “away the heart of stone, and 
given me a heart of flesh.” 

Yes, I have passed—all glory be to 
God—into a new state, from a love of 
sin, to the pursuit of holiness; from a 
distance from God, to walking with 
him; from the service of Satan to that 
of Christ ; from a consciousness of 
guilt, to the joys of pardon ;. from con- 
demnation to justification ; from unsatis- 
factory enjoyments, comparable to the 
momentary blaze of thorns, to joys akin 
to those of the happy spirits around the 
throne of God; from prospects limited 
by this perishing world, to such as will 
delight my spirit through a blest eter- 
nity ; and from the admiration and love 
of the creature, to the admiration and 
love of Him, who is “the brightness of 
the Father's glory,” my Prophet, my 
“my all and in 


alles 

Reader, do these sentiments animate 
thy bosom? are they indeed those of 
thy heart? Then, it is not more certain 
that the sun has ever arisen, than it is 
that thou hast “ tasted that the Lord is 
gracious.” God has created thee anew, 
to show forth his praise for ever; the 
work is all his own; thus to change 
apostate man, 


‘* From fool to wise, from earthly to divine, 

Is work for him that made him: he must 
speak, 

Whose word leaps forth at once to its 
effect ; 

Who calls for things that are not, and they 
come !” 


This great change will be evident, by 
thy love to all the family of God. And 
this spirit of holy affection to all who 
bear the image of Christ, is in itself a 
proof that thou art a partaker of the 
grace of the Most High. Mark the ob- 


one because he loves Christ, and reflects 
his image, is a grace that does not dwell 
in the unregenerate heart. Such an one 
must have eyes to discern, and a dispo- 


‘sition to delight in moral and spiritual 


beauty. For “they who are after the 
flesh, will persecute those who are after 
the spirit.” This holy love is a fruit of 
the Spirit of God. It is the badge of 
discipleship.. “A new commandment,” 
said our Lord, “give i unto you, that 
ye love one another. By this shall all 
men know, that ye are my disciples, 
if ye have love one to anothei” ‘He 
who saith he is in the light, and hateth his 
brother, is in darkness: but every one 
who loveth, is born of God. He that 
dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and 
God in him !” 

But this love is not an enthusiastic, 
blind, injudicious passion, extended 
equally to all professors of religion, or 
eyen to all whose piety is unquestion- 
able. Jesus Christ loved all his disci- 
ples, but he does not seem to have loved 
them all alike. There was one who 
sometimes lay on his bosom, and whom 
he regarded with peculiar tenderness. 
It would not be difficult to find even 
some good people, who are apt to com- 
plain, that no one calls on or cares for 
them. Perhaps they reflect but little of 
the image of Christ, and this is the rea- 
son, for this affection is always in pro- 
portion to real godliness ; in proportion 
to the vividness of the likeness of the 
Lord Jesus. And it must be so in the 
nature of things. Look on a landscape 
of ordinary attractions; on a second, 
arrayed in superior beauty; and on a 
third, invested with a commanding glory 
—each of them are necessarily beheld 
with different sensations. And so, in- 
reference to our love to the brethren ; 
there is in one, the image of Christ, but 
it is so faintly drawn, that it requires — 
much: pains, or the use of our glasses to — 
discover it. In a second, we readily — 
find the dear likeness: but in a third, z 
it is so plain and so beautiful, that it is < 


jects of this love; all who bear the 
ipage of Christ, and because they bear 
his likeness. There is much love be- 
tween parents and children, between 


and so on in proportion 


weet _and childre sen | perfections are in: should be lov 
brothers and sisters, and friends, which | without any bc *¢ with all Shee 
has no manner of connexion with God’s | and mine and strenoth,” 
‘grace ; for it exists where there are no| asset 
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_ Pretensious to piety. But love to any | death unto li ve every one 
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of the family of God. Not only Abra- 
ham, with his flocks, and herds, and 
treasures, but Lazarus also, lying at the 
rich man’s gate, and denied the crumbs 
that fall from his table: not only Daniel, 
in whom malice itself could scarcely 
find a fault, but Martha ‘also, impro- 
perly cumbered about many things: not 
only David in prosperity, when he said, 
“My mountain stards strong, I shall 
never be moved,” but David in adver- 
sity, “in the horrible pit, and in the 
miry clay.” So Onesiphorus, when at 
Rome, sought out Paul diligently, and 
found him in prison ; “ oft refreshed him, 
and was not ashamed of his chain.” 
Not only the strong and the valiant, 
who are exclaiming, “I will not fear 
what man can do unto me ;” no troubles 
shall move me from the path of duty, 
“T count all things but loss for the ex- 
lency of the knowledge of Christ ;” but 
the little babe in religion who is gently 
rapping at the door of the church, and 
with his feeble voice, inquiring, “ May I 
come in, and be ‘fed with the sincere 
milk of the word?’” We shall love, if 
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we feel aright, sincere Christians of 
every name. We shall love them con- 
stantly, and not as ihe Galatians did 
Paul, only for. a season; when men 
frown and ery, “ Crucify,” as well as 
when they smile and ery, “ Hosanna!” 
We shall love the churches at a distance 
as well as our own at home: the churches 
of Macedonia and Achaia, collected for 
the poor saints at Jerusalem. We shall 
love all of every name, clime, ard 
colour, who “love our Lord Jesus Christ 
in truth and in sincerity.” 

Dear brother in the Lord Jesus, art 
thou conscious that this hallowed flame 
of holy affection is really glowing in thy 
bosom? If so, take the comfort of it. 
The breath of the Divine Spirit has 
kindled it; ‘many waters shall not 
quench it, nor shall the floods drown it.” 
It shall burn, and with increasing bright- 
ness, for ever. Thou art on thy way to 
a blessed immortality. Thou mayest 
say, rot merely, I think, or I hope, but 
I xnow that “I have passed from death 
unto life, because I love the brethren.” 

Southampton. B. H. D. 


AN APPEAL TO YOUNG DISCIPLES ON THE IMPORTANCE OF 


There never was a day in which more 
plans were adopted and societies formed 
for the advancement of the Redeemer’s 
glory than the present. Yet notwith- 
standing every effort and exertion hitherto 
made for the accomplishment of this 

rand object, much remains to be done. 
To those especially who have newly de- 
clared themselves to be on the Lord’s side, 
the following brief remarks are addressed, 
in the hope that they may be rendered 
useful to the more speedy advancement 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom, 

That the prosperity of the cause of 
Christ ought to lay near the Christian’s 
heart, is admitted by all who make a 
profession of love to his name, but 
whether it does occupy that place in 
his thoughts and affections which it 
ought to do is much to be feared. Man 
in his natural state is estranged from God. 
God is not in all his thoughts, and there- 
fore we need not wonder that he is in- 
different to the advancement of Christ’s 
‘cause in the world. But as soon as the 
sinner is enabled by divine grace to see 
the adaptation of the gospel to his own 
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lost and ruined state, he is led to en- 
deavour to make known that gospel to 
others, feeling the importance of the 
apostle’s declaration, ‘‘ Ye are not your 
own, but bought with a price, therefore 
glorify God in your body and spirit, 
which are his.” Being bought with a 
price, he is Christ’s Property and Christ’s 
servant, consequently bound to advance 
his master’s interests. That Christ’s 
service is important none will deny, 
but each one excuses himself, saying, 
“How can I help forward this glorious 
cause? My situation is unfavourable, 
my influence limited, my capabilities 


‘small, and my time so much occupied 


with other necessary concerns, that it is 
very little which I can do.” But, my 
dear young friends, seeing that the 
church of Christ is looking to you for 
help, can you allow these excuses to 
prevent your entering more heartily into 
the work? Can you point to a period 
when your situation or your influence 
will be more favourable? Or when your - 
capabilities will be enlarged or, your 
time less occupied than at present? 
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Then why delay commencing at once 
to make the best use of the talents 
already committed to your trust? <A 
more favourable time you may never 
possess. And can you quietly witness 
the sin and iniquity which prevails in 
our land, and allow these excuses to 
prevent you eng 9 

winning souls to Christ? Can you 
think of the many millions daily passing 
out of time into eternity without an in- 
terest in the Saviour, and not f-el a wish 
to do something towards pointing them 
to the cross? Can you rest content 
with the salvation of your own soul, and 
allow your friend’s, relative’s, and neigh- 
bour’s to live indifferent to their immor- 
tal interest, without making one effort to 
hand to them the cup of salvation? And 
possessing, as you do, a lope of entrance 
into heaven, when called to bid farewell 
to time, have you no ambition to be in- 
strumental in saving one soul, and so 
adding another jewel to the Redeemer'’s 
crown? For whilst “they that be wise 
shall shine as the brightness of the fir- 
mament, they that turn many to right- 
eousness shall shine as the stars for ever 
and ever.” 

It is true, that all are not required to 
preach the gospel, because all have not 
the ability, yet you can collect money 
to support those who do. Are not 
ministers at home and missionaries 
abroad needing your help? Much re- 
mains to be done in our Jand, and much 
requires to be done in heathen lands, 
and will you allow the work to go on 
without your assistance? and see it 
move so slowly, and not make one effort 
to quicken its pace? Why do we so 
often hear the complaint from our 
churches, we have not wherewith to 
support_our pastorsP And why have 
we, year after year, to read with regret 
our missionary reports, telling us their 
funds are not at all adequate ‘o their ex- 
penditure, and for the want of means 
they are withheld from doing all they 


would do? Is it not for the want of: 


more labourers, as collectors, for mis- 
sionary and other objects? Much might 
be done by the youthful part of our 
churches and congregations in this way, 


if they would devote a little time for | 


collecting subscriptions and donations. 


gaging in the work of 


FOR CHRIST. 


Allow me, my young friends, to inquire 
if ever you have made one sacrifice for 
Christ, by denying yourselves of any 
trifling pleasure, or of the purchase of any 
drapery which might please your eye, 
or ornament which might adorn your 
person? Has the thought ever occurred 
to you, Can I not do without expending 
this money upon these articles, and de- 
yote it to the cause of my Redeemer? 
Oh think, my young friends, and espe- 
cially female friends, how many shillings 
thus foolishly spent might be appro- 
priated to a nobler purpose. If all the 
money thus thoughtlessly wasted were 
saved and collected for the interest of 
our Redeemer, how much larger would 
be the annual amount cast into the mis- 
sionary fund! Or if devoted to your 
minister, how would it tend to gladden 
his heart, by seeing, that while he is 
imparting unto you spiritual things, you 
are not unmindful of him in bestowing 
your carnal things. Should these few 
remarks be read by any of Christ’s dis- 
ciples, who have never denied them- 
selves of one pleasure for Christ, nor 
collected one penny for his cause, I 
would say, begin now, to-morrow ma 
be too late: “ Whatever thy hand find- 
eth to do, do it with thy might.” 
Would it not be well to form Ladies’ 
Auxiliary Societies in every church? 
Where this plan has been adopted much 
money has been obtained for the mis- 
sionary cause. If all the members of 
Christ's church were thus busily engaged 
in extending his name, how should we 
have to rejoice at seeing the fruits of 
such exertions in the daily accessions 
from the kingdom of darkness to the 
kingdom of God’s dear Son. 

The cause of Christ has claimed the 
regard of the best men of every age ; 
for this they lived and died. How de-~ 
lightful and how honourable to be fel- 
low-workers in the advancement of the 
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MEMOIR OF THE REV. JAMES DAVIS KNOWLES, 


ONE OF THE PROFESSORS IN THE BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTION IN NEWTON, 
MASSACHUSETTS. 


The readers of the Baptist Magazine 
are apprised that the churches in Ame- 
rica have recently sustained a severe 
loss, through the sudden removal of this 
eminent man from the present state of 
existence. The following account of 
his career, which is extracted from the 
Boston Christian Watchman, will be in- 
teresting to all who find pleasure in 
tracing the manner in which the Chief 
Shepherd irains his servants for their 
several departments of labour, and then 
again exercises the faith and submission 
of his people, by withdrawing those 
whom finite minds would deem it most 
desirable to retain. 

Mr. Knowles was born in Providence, 
in the month of July, 1798. He was 
the second son of Mr. Edward Knowles, 
a respectable mechanic, and a worthy 
man. At the early age of twelve years 
he was left, in consequence of the death 
of his father, to the care of his mother, 
who yet lives to rejoice that her mater- 
nal solicitudes have been rewarded by 

such a son, and to mourn in meek sub- 
_ mission, that the light of his presence is 
withdrawn from her for ever. The cle- 
- ments of his English education he re- 
ceived at the first District School in this 
city. While a pupil, he was remarkable 
_ for diligence and exemplary conduct ; 
_ and he generally distanced his juvenile 
competitors for the superiorities of scho- 

i larship. 
: Soon after his father’s decease, he was 
placed by his surviving parent in the print- 
Ang-office of the late Jobn Carter, Esq., 
a printer, and a gentleman of the old 
_ school, and at that time editor of the 
Providence Gazette. Young Knowles 
was not slow in acquiring a knowledge 
of the mystic art, and his unwavering 
fidelity and his ready apprehension of 


regards of his venerable superior. Even 
while an humble apprentice, he made 
numerous contributions in prose and 
poetry, to the newspapers of the day. 
Several of his juvenile productions, 
transcribed by his brother in order to 
avoid detection, were sent to the office 
which he was employed, and pub- 
lished in the Gazette. He enjoyed, in 
secret, the satisfaction of hearing his 
rst fruits of authorship warmly com- 
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his duties, commended him to the best 


mended by competent judges, and by 
them ascribed to some of the practised 
writers of the day. After the death of 
Mr, Carter, he remained for a short time 
in the office of the Gazette, and contin- 
ued to write frequently for its columns. 

At the age of twenty, he was engaged 
by the proprietor of the Rhode Island 
American, to become the foreman of his 
printing-office. The duties of this sta- 
tion, which demanded, in an especial 
manner, manliness and grayity of de- 
portment, he discharged to the entire 
satisfaction of his employer. On at- 
taining his majority, in July, 1819, Mr. 
K. became co-editor of the American. 
In this capacity, he contributed his full 
contingent to the columns of that jour- 
nal. He wrote with extraordinary faci- 
lity, and sometimes embodied his 
thoughts without the intervention of either 
pen, ink, or paper. On one occasion, I 
stood by his side, and saw him arrange 
his ideas in the composing-stick with as 
much rapidity as he could select the 
types and adjust them. The article 
thus composed was so distinguished for 
vigour of thought and beauty of ex- 
pression, that it was transcribed into the 
columns of the National Gazette, then 
edited by our celebrated countryman, 
Robert Walsh, Esq. 

Although Mr. K. always expressed a 
profound reverence for religion and forre- 
ligious institutions, yet it is not believed 


‘that he felt the necessity of any deep 


personal interest in the subject, till he 
had reached the age of manhood. At this 
period bis deeply meditative spirit was 
excited to a devout and humble con- 
templation of his duties and destinies 
as an immortal being ; of his condition 
as a sinner in the sight of God, and of 
the gracious plan of reconciliation offered 
to every penitent in the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It falls not within the scope — 
of an imperfect sketch like the present, 
to dwell with particularity on the change 
which his religious opinions and feelings 
underwent. Deriving his notions of truth —— 
and of duty from the Bible, he always 
preserved a chastened sobriety in his ma- 
nifestations of the Christian character, — 
never sinking, on the one hand, into afrigid 
and lifeless frame of spirit, and never 
betrayed on the other, into the excesses 
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of an equivocal and transient enthu- 
siasm. 

In March, 1820, he was admitted a 
member of the first Baptist Church in 
this city, then under the pastoral care 
of the Rev. Stephen Gano; and in the 
following November he was licensed by 
that church to preach the gospel. 

While co-editor of the American, he 
established, in this city, a religious 
newspaper, which he conducted for 
several months, and until a change of 
residence compelled him to relinquish it. 
Having determined to prepare himself 
for the Christian ministry he withdrew, 
in the autumn of 1820, from all con- 
nexion with the political journal which 
he had assisted in editing. He imme- 
diately repaired to Philadelphia, and 
entered the Baptist Theological School, 
of which the Rey. Dr. Staughton was the 
principal. Having, in the intervals of 
mechanical toil, made himself well ac- 
quainted with Latin, he defrayed, in 
part, the expenses of his theological 
education, while at Philadelphia, by 
teaching that language to the youthful 
members of a private family. Dr. 
Staughton having been elected president 
of Columbian College, at Washington, 
the Theological School was transferred 
to that city. Thither, in January, 1822, 
Mr. K. proceeded, and there he was in- 
duced to suspend his theological studies, 
and to avail himself of the opportunity 
of acquiring a thorough collegiate edu- 
cation. Entering one of the advanced 
classes, he was graduated in December, 
1824, with the highest honours of his 
class. He was immediately appointed 
one of the college tutors, and he con- 
tinued to discharge the duties of that 
office, and at the same time to prosecute 
his theological studies, till the summer 
of 1825.~He then returned to New 
England, and on the 28th of December, 
he was ordained, and installed pastor of 
the second Baptist Church in Boston, 
in the place of Dr. Baldwin, deceased. 
Here he remained for nearly seven 
years, performing, as pastor of a church, 
and as a participant in the councils and 
operations of the Baptists in and about 
Boston, an amount of labour which 
would soon have prostrated any man 
less industrious, and less disciplined by 
ee training for extraordinary effort. 

ltimately, even he faltered under such 
various and incessant toils. His health 
becoming delicate, he resigned his 
pastoral charge in the autumn of 1832, 


to be noted, 1 Ig 
the grammar, he acquired the ability 
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having previously been appointed Pro- 
fessor of Pastoral Duties and Sacred 
Rhetoric, in the Theological Institution 
at Newton. ‘This institution, from its 
origin, was the object of his special 
regard ; and he remained usefully em- 
ployed in its service till his life closed. 
Besides performing his duties as a pro- 
fessor, he conducted the Christian Re- 
view, a respectable periodical publica- 
tion, under the more immediate patronage 
of the Baptists. 

As an author, Mr. K. was favourably 
known to the public. His Memoir of 
Mrs. Judson was published in 1829. 
Few religious biographies have acquired 
a more extensive popularity. His Me- 
moir of Roger Williams, published after 
he became a_ professor at Newton, 
evinces research, taste, and talent ; and 
is a truly valuable contribution to the 
maaterials of history. This work he 
dedicated to the citizens of Rhode 
Island, in token, it is believed, of the 
deep interest which he always felt in 
the character and institutions of hisnative 
State. 

Mr. K. sometimes struck the lyre. In 
his early days, he often amused his 
leisure hours by poetical effusions on 
various themes—some indited in a 
pensive, and some in a Satirical vein. 
As life passed on, and his powers 
ripened, and his responsibilities accumu- 
lated, he more rarely indulged this cap- 
tivating propensity. There now lie 
before me several of his fugitive pieces 
which have never met the public eye, — 
and which would not dishonour the 
Lees gifted of the living bards of Eng- 
and. 

Mr. K. was endowed with some of the 
best attributes of genius. Little, how- — 
ever, would they have availed him, 
without those habits of industry, and 
order, and economy for which he was — 
so remarkable, To these habits may 
be ascribed the various acquisitions, 
elegant, if not profound, which he was 
able to make during hours either stolen 
from sleep or forced from toil. As a 
linguist he was somewhat distinguished. 
Before commencing his collegiate course, — 
he was more familiar with Latin than 
are most graduates of our American 
Colleges. The French he read with — 


the utmost readiness. When quite . 
lad, he- 


: to study this languag 
without an instructor ; and, what is mo 
without any knowledg 
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translate it with freedom. While co-edi- 
tor of the American, he commenced stu- 
dying the Greek, and had mastered 
many of its difficulties, before going to 
reside in Philadelphia. So carefully did 
he husband every fragment of time, that 
he was accustomed to have his Greek 
grammar upon the table at his meals, 
that he might study a lesson to ponder 
on during his long walk to the printing- 
office. He subsequently studied the 
Hebrew and German languages, and, it 
is believed, was a respectable scholar in 
both. 

Mr. K. was fond of elegant letters, 
and, so far as his duties permitted, he 
indulged his tastes. His reading from 
boyhood had been various and exten- 
sive; and few probably of his profes- 
sional brethren were better versed in the 
literature of the day. 

The particulars of his death may soon 
be told. He arrived in Providence on 
Tuesday, the 15th of May, from New 
_ York, whither he had been for the pur- 
‘pose of attending an ecclesiastical Con- 
yention, and, where it is supposed, he 
contracted the disease which hurried 
him to a premature grave. He remained 
‘in this city, to enjoy the society of his 
family friends, and to renew ancient 
fellowship, till Friday morning, when 
he returned to his home in Newton, 
which he reached on the evening of the 
same day. It was remarked by his 
Providence friends, that up to the mo- 
“ment when he exchanged with them 
what proved to be a last farewell, his 

health seemed unusually vigorous, and 
his spirits unclouded by a shadow of 
coming evil. On Saturday he became 
"somewhat indisposed, but without any 
symptoms to awaken the least solici- 
tude. On Monday, it was thought best 
to summon a pliysician. He saw, at 
once, the eruptive character of the dis- 
ease, and from the appearance it then 
exhibited, he pronounced it to be the 
varioloid. Although indications of 
danger were observed by the medical 
attendant, on Tuesday, yet it was not 
| about two hours before Professor 
nowles’s death, on Wednesday after- 
on, that his friends felt the slightest 
n. Delirium then supervened, and, 
brief lucid intervals, continued till 
ee o'clock, when the sufferer gently 
d his latest sigh. In his case, it 

t to be regretted that he passed, 
oma the scene of his 
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probation to the unchangeable allot- 
ments of immortality. He needed no 
preparation for death, and he was spared 
the pang of parting from the wife and the 
children to whom he was very tenderly 
attached, and who now grieve, most. of 
all, that they shall see no more the 
face of the husband and the sire. 

The disease of which Professor Knowles 
died, was ultimately pronounced to be 
the confluent small pox. To‘avoid the 
dangers of contagion, and for other more 
cogent reasons, tle remains of Professor 
K, were laid in the grave at midnight. 
How touching the spectacle! He who 
had comforted many a weeping throng, 
he who poured forth devout supplications 
at many a scene of domestic sorrow, 
was consigned to his grave, amid the 
stillness and the gloom of midnight, 
followed by no mourning group, and 
hallowed by no voice of prayer. 

Such are some of the most interesting 
passages in the life of Jamas Davis 
Kwyowtes. In forming a just estimate 
of his character, of his intellectual ac- 
quisitions, and his success in life, the 
difficulties which he was obliged to 
combat should not be. disregarded. . It 
should be remembered that he owed 
nothing either to station, or wealth, or pa- 
tronage, but that he rose from obscurity to 
distinction by the elastic energies of his 
own genius. He made no eager pur- 
suits after notice. He was not impatient 
of concealment, though he must have 
felt that he was not born for conceal- 
ment. He pursued, with undeviating 
aim, his onward. course, never stepping 
aside either to propitiate the equals 
whom he outstripped in the race, or the 
superiors whom he was destined to over- 
take. é 

Though far removed from whatever is 
sordid, he was, in the use of money, 
strictly economical. He had too just a 
sense of his own dignity and personal 
independence to peril them by any 
habit of extravagant expenditure. With 
the scanty wages which he earned while 


an apprentice, not only did he clothe — 


himself respectably, and purchase some 
books, but he saved a small amount for 
the express purpose of defraying the ex- 
penses of his future education. Another 
illustration of his character deserves, in 
thig connexion, to be mentioned. He 


refused to comply with the wish of his _ 
friends, who urged him to pursue a 


course of collegiate study, until assured 
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that a religious newspaper was to be 
established in Washington, by editing 
which he could gain for himself an in- 
dependent ‘support. The Columbian 
Star was accordingly established. He 
conducted it while an under-graduate, 
and from his salary as editor he de- 
frayed the expenses of his collegiate 
education. 

His moral character was from boyhood 
singularly pure. Not a profane or im- 
pure word was ever known to escape 
his lips. _He seemed, even in his early 
days, to be filled with a generous ardour 
for universal truth, and with a calm and 
sedate perception of the all-pervading 
elements of beauty. He proposed to 
himself high aims, and he vigorously 
pursued them, neither seduced by the 
blandishments of pleasure, nor discou- 
raged by the difficulties which repelled 
his advance. Results have vindicated 
the wisdom of his course. 

Towards strangers and casual ac- 
quaintances, his manners were some- 
what formal and frigid ; but those who 
know him well have not now to learn 
that he was truly affectionate in his in- 
tercourse with his family and friends. 
Constitutionally prone to indulge in a 
sportive mood, he deemed it wise to 
restrain a propensity which sometimes 
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exposes clergymen, perhaps unjustly, to 
the imputation of levity. Ilis wit was, 
at times, brilliant and playful; and his 
powers of satire, had he not restrained 
the exercise of them, would have been 
the terror of dulness and conceit. 

Of his Christian character little need 
be said. His religion was not a fugitive 
impulse, but a profound sentiment ; it 
manifested itself, not in paroxysms of 
zeal, but in a course of consistent piety ; 
not in bustle and ostentation, but in 
fixed principle and conscientious obe- 
dience. 

The life of Professor K. is before the 
world. It is full of instruction, more 
especially for the young and ambitious 
student. To point the moral of his 
death is perhaps unnecessary. A few 
days since, and he stood among us in 
the full maturity of all his powers. He 
looked—ah, he looked for the last time— 
upon well-remembered scenes, and he 
grasped, with renewed cordiality, the 
hands of those who had shared or who 
had cheered his early toils. Whereis he 
now? In the death of such a man, 
however, there is glorious hope. With 
his last moment upon earth were ended 
all his trials; with his first moment in 
eternity began his song of everlasting tri- 
umph. E 
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Tur general integrity of the Hebrew 
text, and its freedom from any material 
corruption in the course of so many ages, 
is a wonderful fact, of which a combi- 
nation of proofs -from various quarters 
assures us. The deep veneration with 
which-the Scriptures were viewed by all 
ranks of the nation of Israel ; the pecu- 
liar constitution and observances ap- 
pointed by their great legislator, and in 
all ages held sacred ; the division of the 
people into separate tribes, under dis- 
tinct rulers and heads; the Priests and 
Levites settled in every quarter of the 
country ; the various courts of justice, 
from the smallest to the greatest, ap- 
pointed to try every offence, according 
to the divine law; the various assem- 
blies where the Scriptures were publicly 
read and expounded; the division of 
the kingdom into two rival nations ; 
their various sects ; their academies and 


schools from early ages ; their dispersion 
into various quarters of the world ; their | 


synagogues in every country, where the 
Hebrew Scriptures were read and inter- 
preted; the mutual jealousy of Jews 
and Christians; the various translations 
and commentaries of the Scriptures in 


| various languages ; and, finally, the im= 
/mense number of MSS. which are found 


among nations very distant, and anos 


have 
preserved with the greatest care 


ce. is could not have 
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well expect that every copy of the | Palestine, having by deprees increased, 


printed Bible must be free from. those 
typographical errors, into which printers 
occasionally fall. But-the collation of 
manuscripts, while it presents us with 
various readings, affords the following 
important advantages: It shows to us 
general accordance in all important state- 
ments and doctrines ; and the compara- 
tively trivial nature of most of the vari- 
ations. It affords us also the means of 
rectifying, by a candid inquiry, those 
occasional differences. And, lastly, it 
enables us to remove some difficulties 
and obscurities, which in the changes of 
manners, and the revolutions of ages, 
have arisen. 

To form just conceptions on this sub- 
ject, it may be useful to state a few facts 
im the history of the Jews, from the de- 
struction of Jerusalem by the Romans, 
till the revival of learning in Europe. 
When the judgment of God had over- 
taken that devoted city, the Jews were 
dispersed in great multitudes throughout 
all the provinces of the empire; but 
still a considerable number. either re- 
mained or returned to reside in different 
parts of Judea. The converts to Chris- 
tianity, both Jews and Gentiles, also 
received as sacred, the law and the pro- 

phets; and read both publicly and 
hae the Old Testament Scriptures. 
erever Jews and Christians were 
settled, there were these sacred writings 
_ read and studied. In the synagogues, they 
continued to be read in the original 
Hebrew ; and were expounded in the 
vernacular language to the people. And 
a peculiar order of men, who scem to 
_ have been appointed from the earliest 
_ times, had the charge of transcribing 
_ copies of them, with careful accuracy, 
both for public and private use. But 
_ while the Scriptures of the Old Testa- 


: 


where some of their most eminent men 
devoted themselves to the study and 
explanation of the Old Testament. The 


try where Jews and Christians were 
settled, history calls our attention chiefly 


greatest numbers resided ; where they 


Several of the most learned men of 


ction of Jerusalem, met together 

afna, and there formed a school, 
ich*was attended with considerable 

E: . The numbers who returned to 
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_ ment were thus carried into every coun-. 
to two great stations, where the Jews in | 


thad colleges and synagogues; and 


- first of these was at Tiberias, in Galilce. | 


the Jews, we are informed, after the | 


an academy was formed at Tiberias. 
Here also their patriarch or head fixed 
his residence ; and it became, in process 
of time, the chief seat of Jewish learn- 
ing. 

From the time of the first captivity, 
however, great numbers, instead of re- 
turning to Judea, continued to reside in 
Babylon and its neighbourhood. In this 
country, being free from the tyranny of 
the Romans, they enjoyed peace and 
comparative prosperity. .They had also 
a chief denominated the Prince of the 
Captivity ; and they had several cok 
leges, and great numbers of synagogues. 
At these colleges, the sacred law was 
the principal object of their study; and, 
under the inspection of their chief men, 
copies of the Scriptures were written 
and circulated. 

Besides these two great stations, the 
Jews were settled in Persia and other 
eastern countries. Multitudes of them, 
also, took refuge in Egypt, particularly 
in Alexandria, where many of their 
countrymen had been settled since the 
time of the celebrated Alexander. Many 
of them likewise, fled to Cyrene, and 
there became numerous and powerful. 
In all these places, they had their syna- 
gogues and copies of the Sacred Scrip- 
tures. After the reign of Adrian, the 
Jews were favoured by various succeed- 
ing emperors ; and were settled in great 
numbers, not only in the provinces, but 
in Italy ; and new academies and syna- 
gogues werg established both in the east 
and in the west. 

In the seventh century, we find the 
Jews very numerous in Italy; treated 
with great kindness by Pope Gregory the 
Great, and allowed the free toleration 
of their worship. The Jews, who had 
been carried in the second century by 
Adrian into Spain, became numerous 
and wealthy, and spread themselves over 
France and Germany. ‘Those of them 
who lived in Arabia partook of the 
learning and improvement of the dis- 
tinguished people among whom they 
dwelt; and from the ninth to the thir- 
teenth century, they formed many esta- 
blishments for instruction, under distin- 

uished iasters. While in this state of 
improvement, multitudes, having been 
driven from their homes by persecution, 


sought an asylum among their country- 


men in Africa and in Spain. They were _ 
patronized by the Moorish monarchs 
who reigned in these countries; and 
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Jewish literature was: cultivated, Nay, 
in the eleventh century, we find that 
they had splendid synagogues, also, in 
the principal cities of Germany. Dur- 
ing the twelfth century, some of the 
most distinguished scholars in Europe 
were Jews. Among these should be 
specially noticed, Abraham Ben Ezra, 
of Spain; the celebrated Maimonides, 
who resided chiefly in Egypt; David 
Kimchi, of Narbonne, in France ; Isaac 
Iarchi, of Troyes, in Champagne. These 
eminent men enlightened, by their pub- 
lications, the nations of Kurope, and 
contributed to diffuse among them the 
knowledge of eastern, and especially of 
Hebrew literature. After that period, 
the Jews in Europe became the objects 
of general and unceasing persecutions ; 
still they have increased in numbers, 
notwithstanding all the calamities with 
which they have been visited. But 
though numerous, and often wealthy, 
as a people, they have not kept pace 
with the general progress of improve- 
ment ; and, with the exception of a few 
individuals, have produced, since the 
twelfth century, little that is valuable. 
It thus appears, that the chief settle- 
ments of the Jews have been in Palestine, 
Egypt, Babylon, Persia, and the adja- 
cent countries. That, after the second 
century, they settled also very early in 
Spain, in Italy, in France, and in Ger- 
many. We find, that in all these places 
they enjoyed, at different periods, the 
exercise of their religion; had their sy- 
nagogues, their schools, and colleges for 
the study of their law ; learned men for 
teachers ; and scribes for copying their 
sacred writings with care and accuracy. 
We find, that they settled also, in these 
countries at different periods ; that they 
were not only settled in different coun- 


tries, but-vere, also, during a long course | 


of time, divided into sects and parties ; 
and finally, that from the ninth to the thir- 


teenth centuries, they were particularly | 


ee ee for knowledge in various 
branches of literature ; and contributed 


to the diffusion of sacred learning among 


the nations of Europe. Now, it was 
from among Jews in these diversified 
circumstances, and in different. quarters 
of the world, that the MSS. of the Old 
Testament Scriptures have been chiefly 
_ But it was not among the Jews alone 
that the Scriptures of 
ment were read and venerat 
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ued, as before, to reverence those sacted 
writings, which were “able to make 
them wise unto salvation, through the 
faith which is in Jesus Christ.” Nor 
did those learned men, who read them 
in the original Hebrew before their con- 
version, lose their knowledge and regard 
for the sacred language which their 
fathers spake, and in which the law and 
the prophets were written. The Chris- 
tian converts from the Gentiles also, 
“no more strangers and. foreigners, but 
fellow-citizens, and of the household of 
God; built on the foundation of the 


‘apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ him- 


self being the chief corner-stone.” Re- 
ceiving the oracles of God, they searched 
the Scriptures daily, and early read them 
in their public assemblies ; and though, 
without doubt, they chiefly read them 
in the language of the ancient transla- 
tion, yet it is also certain, that many of 
the first Christians studied the Scrip- 
tures in the original Hebrew; and 
learned men, such as Origen and Jerome,’ 
even passed a portion of their time in 
Palestine, commented upon the Hebrew: 
Scriptures, and translated them into 
their native tongue. Wi, SEH 
The first collection of various read- 
ings in the MSS. of the Old Testament, 
with which we are acquainted, is called 
the Masora. This word signifies tra- 
dition, from the Hebrew word masr.. 
The collection which is thus named, is 
supposed to have been made by those 
learned men, in the College of Tiberias, 
who were devoted to the superinten- 
dence and copying of the sacred Scrip- 
tures. ‘The Western “Jews,” says 
Calmet, “‘ were the first who began to 
collate the text from MSS,., to count the 
letters, and to take notice of words 
which were either defective or redun- 


it commencec 
ascertain. It was writ 


Jewish converts to Christianity contin- ! on : 
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About the year 1030, Aaron Ben Asher, 
the President of the College at Tiberias, 
and Jacob Ben Naphtali, President of 
that at Babylon, published cach of them 
a separate edition of the Old Testament 
Scriptures, revised from the manuscripts 
which the respective districts of the 
eastern and the western Jews afforded. 
From ‘these two editions thus revised 
and published by the heads of the two 
great classes of Jews, the succeeding 
copies of the Scriptures have been most 
generally taken. 

In the year 1661, the first attempt was 
made to print a Hebrew Bible, with 
various readings, from a collation of a 
few. manuscripts. After this, several 
further collations were made, from addi- 
tional manuscripts, at different periods, 
on a limited scale. But all these are 
lost, in the consideration of the great 
work of Dr. Kennicot. That celebrated 
man, in the year 1759, made proposals 
to undertake a collation on an extensive 
plan; and having called to his assist- 
ance several men of learning and talents 
in other countries, he collected and col- 
lated, either wholly, or in part, above 
600 Hebrew, and sixteen Samaritan 

' manuscripts. In 1776, he published the 
first volume of his Hebrew Bible, with 
its various readings, and the second 
volume in 1780. In addition to the 
manuscripts collected and collated by 
Kennicot, John Bernard de Rossi pub- 
lished, in the year 1784 and 1788, a large 
number of extracts from other Hebrew 
manuscripts, to the extent of five 
volumes, in quarto. “De Rossi,” says 

_ Mr. Roger, “ to the astonishment of the 
learned world, collected more MSS. and 

_ editions, in his own private library, than 

_ Kennicot had collected in all the great 

_ libraries of Europe. Kennicot collated, 

with assistance of Bruns, 628 MSS. 
of the whole or part of the Hebrew 

Bible, and forty-nine editions. De 

Rossi’s own MSS. amounted to 691, and 

the editions to 333. The most ancient 
of the MSS, collected by Kennicot, are 
supposed to be about the year 1011; but 

De Rossi has given extracts from some 

_ which are supposed to have been written 

in the eighth, ninth, and tenth centu- 
ries.” The manuscripts thus collected, 
have been classed’ under the heads of 
the Spanish, the German, the Italian, 
and the Oriental. Of these, the Ger- 

‘man are thought to be the most impor- 

‘tant; and next to these the Italian. 

The German, in their various readings, 
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agree with the Samaritan Pentateuch, 
and the ancient versions. 

Besides those which have been col- 
lated by Kennicot and De Rossi, there 
are other Hebrew MSS., which are 
already known ; and many it cannot be 
doubted, which, at no great distance of 
time, will be discovered. In regard to 
these, we may state the following facts: 
A colony of Jews, during the first cen- 
tury, probably about the year 73, settled 
in China. They are said to have come 
from Persia, and, for a long period, to 
have been in a very prosperous condi- 
tion. Though not so numerous now as 
in former times, they have still a large 
synagogue; and there they read the 
Old Testament from a Hebrew manu- 
script. They are said to possess a num- 
ber of MSS. In their synagogue, the 
have thirteen rolls of the law, whic 
they keep with great care. Each roll 
contains the whole law. They have no 
vowel-points, and are divided into fifty- 
three sections; but without distinction 
of books, chapters, or verses. One of 
these rolls, bemg very ancient, is held 
in high estimation. Several attempts 
have been made to get possession of 
some of them, but hitherto in vain. 

The Karaite Jews form another ‘class, 
different from the ordinary Jews, who 
have amongst them copies of the Old 
Testament Scriptures. A very inter- 
esting account is given of them by 
Dr. HE. Clarke. He found them in the 
Crimea, secluded from the world, and 
enjoying the free exercise of their reli- 
gion and ancient customs. “Theroom,” 
he says, “where we were entertained, 
was filled with MSS. ; many in the hand- 
writing of our host ; others by that of 
his children; and all in very beautiful 
Hebrew characters. The Karaites deem it 
an act of piety to copy the Bible once in 
their lives. All their manuscript copics 
begin at the book of Joshua. The Pen- 
tateuch is kept apart ; not in manuscript, 
but in a printed version, for the use of 
schools. They reject the Talmud, every 
kind of tradition, all Rabbinical writings. 
and opinions, and all marginal interpo- 
lations of the text of Scripture; and 
govern themselves by the pure letter of 
the law. They pretend to have the text 
of the Old Testament, in its most genu- 
ine state. Being desirous,” Dr, Clarke 
adds, “to possess one of their Bibles, the 
Rabbi itted us to purchase a beau- 
tiful AWE Noripe copy, written on vellum, 
about 400 years old; but having left 
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this volume in the Crimea, to be for- 
warded by Bes of Petersburgh, it was 
never afterwards recovered.” The char- 
aeter of this people is excellent. They 
separated very early from the main body 
of the Jews ; according to some writers, 
soon after the Babylonish captivity. 

On this subject, we must give a pro- 
minent plaee to the manuscript brought 
by Dr. Buchanan from India. Dr. 
Buchanan was a native of this country, 
and received his early education at the 
University of Glasgow. Being anxious 
to promote the cause of religion, he un- 
dertook, when in India, a hazardous 
journey through various parts of that 
extensive country; and, among other 
places, visited those where colonies of 
the Jewish nation were settled. An ac- 
count of this visit he has given in his 
“ Christian Researches.’ And among 
many yery interesting facts he states, 
that he procured a manuscript copy of 
the Pentateuch, from those who are 
called the Black Jews, in Malabar ; and 
who are supposed to be a portion of the 
first dispersion of that people. This 
manuscript has been carefully examined 
and collated by Mr. Thomas Yeats, a 
celebrated Oriental scholar ; and is now 
deposited in the library at Cambridge. 
The account which Mr. Yeats gives of it 
is as follows :—“ The Indian manuscript 
of the Pentateuch, is written on goats’ 
skins dyed red. It is forty-eight feet 
long, and about twenty-two inches 
broad. Its writing is very legible, and 
is without the vowel points. The varia- 
tions from the common reading amount 
to aboutforty. None of these, however, 
differ in the meaning ; but are additions 
or omissions of a jod or vau letters. 
Four readings are peculiar to this copy, 
and this and some minute distinctions 
show, that it is not_a copy from any 
exemplar used in Europe; and thus, 
with peculiar force, it gives testimony to 
the uncommon strictness and purity with 
. which the Hebrew text has every where 
been preserved.” 

I conelude with observing, that the 
Hebrew part of the Hexapla of Origen, 
may be considered also as a manuscript 
of the Old Testament. This great work 
consisted of six columns; in the first 
of which was the Hebrew text in the 
Hebrew character. Only some frag- 
ments of it remain, and all that could be 


gathered of it was published, in two folio | 


volumes, by Montfaucon, in 1718 These, 
so far as they are preserved, show the 


They chiefly arose from the custom of | 
| writing notes in the margin of Hebrew | 


ON“THE MANUSCRIPTS 


state of the Hebrew text at the time 
when Origen wrote. The same obser- 
vation may apply to any quotations from 
the Old Testament, in any ancient writ- 
ing. 

“Accordingly, Kennicot did not confine 
himself to the collation of manuseripts ; 
but he examined the works of Jewish 
writers, and particularly the Talmud, 
and compared the quotations in them of 
the Scriptures, with the readings in the 
various manuscripts. The result of the 
collations of Kennicot, is, according to 
my apprehension, justly stated in the 
Lectures of Dr. Marsh. ‘“‘ This was the 
first attempt which was ever made to 
give a copious collection of Hebrew read- 
ings; and he could hardly have been 
justified, if he had exercised his own dis- 
cretion, in regard to the portion which 
should be laid before the public. He 
wisely, therefore, afforded the opportu- 
nity to his readers, of selecting for them~ 
selves ; and though his extracts are rarely 
of much value, for the purpose of critical 
emendation, they enable us both to form 
an estimate of the existing Hebrew ma- 
nuscripts, and to draw some important 
conclusions, in regard to the integrity of 
the Hebrew text. 

«The major part of this immense eol- 
Teetion, consists in mere variations of 
orthography ; in the fulness or defective- 
ness of certain words; in the addition 
or substraction of a mater lectiones, of a — 
vau or jod. And if we further deduct 
the readings, which are either manifest 
errata, or, in other respects, are of no 
value, the important deviations will be 
confined within a very narrow compass. 
In short, Dr. Kennicot’s collation has 
contributed to establish the credit of. 
the Masora. Our notions of integrity 
must not, indeed, be carried to such a 
height, as to imply'that no deviations 
fromthe sacred autographs were retained 
in the Masoretic text; that there are no 
passages in our Hebrew Bibles, which — 
betray marks of corruption, and still re- — 
quire critical aid.” Let it not, however, ~ 
be imagined, that the alterations of — 
which we are now speaking, were inten- — 
tional corruptions of the sacred text ; or, — 
in other words, alterations introduced | 
with the consciousness that they were — 
corruptions. Such conduct were in- — 
compatible with that profound venera- 
tion which the Jews in every age have — 
entertained for the Hebrew Scriptures, © 
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manuscripts ; which notes were in sub- 
sequent copies transferred into the text. 
These notes were of various kinds. 
Sometimes, if a city mentioned in the 
Bible had, in the course of ages, changed 
its name, the new name was added in 
the margin of the passage. At another 
time, if an ancient name was still pre- 
served, a note was added, to express that 
the place was so called to that day. At 
other times, observations were made 
which related to history or chronology. 
Annotations of all these kinds may be 
still traced in the Pentateuch.” 

It is obvious, also, that among some 
of the Hebrew letters there is a great 
resemblance, and that, therefore, a slight 
degree of inadvertence in a copyist, 
might lead to the mistake of one letter 
for another, and thus produce in that 
manuscript a various reading, which a 
comparison with other MSS. will correet. 

The mannerin which the Jews marked 
numbers, might from inadvertence, lead 
to similar mistakes. Sometimes we are 
informed, they employ the letters of the 
alphabet to express numbers, in the same 
manner as the Greeks and Romans; and 
an acute accent above any one of the 
jist nine letters, multiplies its value by 
a thousand ;—as an aleph with an accent 
is one thousand, gimel, in like manner, 
three thousand. At other times, the 


number of thousands is represented by 


a common letter, prefixed to a doubly 
accented aleph ; as aleph, oné thousand, 
beth aleph, two thousand, placing a 
double accent above the aleph. These 
modes we know are practised in the 
writings of the Rabbies, and the Maso- 
rites. Hence, even without supposing 
that this was the practice of the ancient 
Hebrews, if it were the practice of the 
‘Masorites, it would affect occasionally 
our MSS. An example of this we find 
in 2nd Chronicles, xxii. 2, where it is 
said in the text of our Bibles, “ Ahaziah 
was 42 years old when he began to 
reign.” Now, he could not have been 
42 years old, when we consider the early 
age at which his father died. This is 
rectified by comparing the parallel his- 
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tory in 2nd Kings, where we learn that 
Ahaziah was 22 years old when he began 
to reign. 

Manuscripts being written on rolls, it 
sometimes would happen, that the book, 
which was copying, did not require the 
whole of the parchment. Thus a new 
book was commenced at the end of the 
roll; and it seems to have happened, 
that sometimes the few sentences of the 
former roll were repeated at the com- 
mencement of the next, if it were the 
commencement of a new book. This 
you find to have been the case with the 
end of the book of the 2nd Chronicles, 
and the beginning of the book of Ezra. 
This might more readily take place in 
those MSS. where no distinction : of 
books was made, as was often the case 
in all ancient writings. 

In a few instances, also, as was very 
natural, it appears that explanations 
were added by transcribers, perhaps in 
brackets, and introduced into the ori- 
ginal text. Such is the addition made 
of the last chapter of the Book of Deu- 
teronomy, giving an account of the 
death of Moses; and, probably, the ac- 
count of the Kings of Edom, given in 
the 36th chapter of Genesis, which is in 
the same words with that in the Ist 
chapter of Ist Chronicles. These are 
deviations of small moment, which very 
naturally took place, are easily accounted 
for, and furnish no objection to the 
general integrity of the Sacred text.* 

“The age of conjectural criticism,” 
says a late writer, “happily is past. 
The general purity of the Masoretic text 
is now almost universally admitted ; and 
if we were to point out the greatest 
benefit arising from the very extensive 
collation of Hebrew MSS. which has 
been accomplished by the labours of . 
Kennicot and De Rossi, we might be 
disposed to consider as such the compa- 
ratively small number of various readings 
which can be considered, on a careful 
examination, superior to those of the 
textus receptus.—Macgill’s Lectures on 
Rhetoric and Criticism, 


* Rogers on the Psalms, 


EGYPTIAN HORSES AND ASSES, - 


The inhabitants generally ride upon 
‘mules or asses; the latter are so active 
in this country, and possess such extra- 
ordinary strength, that for all purposes 


_ of labour, even for carrying heavy bur- 


dens across the sandy desert, they are 


2 


next in utility to the camel, and will 
bear work better than horses. The 
horse in Egypt is rather an animal for 
parade than for essential service. — 
Clarke's Travels, vol. v., p. 81. 
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A HYMN BY KANGALI, 


A HINDOO PREACHER, 
Translated into English verse by the Rev. W. H. Pearce. 


Press on, press on, beloved friends, we'll march to Zion’s gate ; 
Herve Death at last our souls will seize, there Life does us await. 
Destruction’s gloomy dangerous land let us at once forsake, 

And speed our flight to that blest shore where we may bliss partake. 
That state of endless life and peace Death can no more invade, 

And happy thousands, landing there, have been immortal made, 

Ch. The land where Christ in glory reigns, could we but once attain, 

We should both Sin and Death escape, and Life eternal gain. 


Let not the world our hearts engage ; its dangers we must shun. 

Through looking back, Lot’s wife we see, for ever was undone: 

Though righteous Lot through grace escaped from Sodom’s burning plain, 
And with his daughters did at last a place of safety gain. 

Brethren beloved, the warning take, our Sovereign’s voice obey ; 
Forsaking this poor dying world, to heaven direct your way. 

‘ Ch. That land, where Christ in glory reigns, could we but once attain, 
We should both Sin and Death escape, and Life eternal gain. 


The King who reigns in yon bright world, of happiness untold, 

In his blest register our names as subjects hath enrolled. 

We'll care not then for all the toils or dangers we may meet, 

But still with patient courage urge our course to his dear feet. 

With joy and triumph we'll proceed, throughout the heavenly way ; 

The crown of gold for us reserved, will countless toils repay. 

Ch. The land where Christ in glory reigns, we shall at last attain ; 
And leaying Death and Sin behind, shall Life eternal gain. 


THE FALL OF BABYLON, 
BY THE REV. D. KATTERNS. 


The city is fallen, her walls are laid low, 

Her proud neck has bowed to the yoke of the foe, 
And the sun of her glory no more shall arise 

On the night of destruction that blackens her skies. 


Lead forth to the dance, let the timbrel resound, 

Till the shouts of thy mirth ring thy palaces round ; 

Be the goblets replenished, the signal be given, 

And drink to thy idols in vessels of heaven. 

But no, for her pomp is brought down to the 

Who once maled tHe nations herself is a slave ree 
_And the victims she crushed in the hour of her bloom, - 
Now rise from their chains, and rejoice in her doom. 
Shout, Israel! for lo, thy avenger is nigh; 

He bursts on thy foes as the bolt of the sky ; 

His legions, like vultures, rush down on their prey 

And the river they trusted reveals them the ways * 

Ah, how is she fallen, the city of mirth, “2 

The glory of kingdoms, the pride of the earth; 
She blazed for a moment, then vanished from sight, 
Like a meteor that glares through the shadows of night. 
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POETRY. 


Now dark is her dwelling, her home is despair ; 
The dragon, the owl, and the vulture are there ; 
And the satyrs that dance in her ruinous gloom, 
Are like the pale monsters that feed on the tomb. 


But the myriads of Judah, with rapturous strains, 
Return with their God from the land of their chains ; 
And while Babel lies prostrate, yet Zion restored, 
Rebuilds her waste places, and praises the Lord. 


IZammersmith. 


JESUS WENT FORTH BEARING HIS CROSS.—Joun xix. 17. 


Behold the man! the man of sorrows dire 

Bearing his cross, tho’ guiltless ; mark the rage 
Of foes, who ’gainst the Lord of Life conspire ; 

Yet purposes of love his thoughts engage, 
And patient meekness his deep griefs assuage ; 

The quivering lip ne’er murmurs—the thorn-wreathed brow 
Still placid, rudely pierced at life’s Jast stage. 

He deigns beneath the weighty cross to bow, 
Yet what he sowed in tears, he reaps in glory now. 
And dare I murmur to sustain the cross 

Whose sins pierced Him? . No, hide this burning check ; 
Now for his sake I count the world but dross, 

Its lovely fading flowers I would not seek— 
I scorn its frown. I would, tho’ frail and weak, 

His blessed likeness bear, his footsteps trace, 
So patient, lowly, so divinely meek. 

The thorny path is but a little space, 
Soon I shall find in Christ a happy resting place. 
Then welcome cross of suffering or of shame ! 

The thorns o’er which my wounded feet have trod, 
The painful load that wastes this fragile frame, 

I feel not mid the conscious smile of God. 
Faith points me upward to yon bright abode, 

The mercy-seat where Christ has now sat down ; 
The spirit, crushed beneath this mortal clod, 

“Yet dares immortal joys and heayen’s renown: 


Who bears the cross with Christ, shall also wear the crown. 
SAnIssa. 


ADDRESS TO A BRIDE. 


BY THE LATE REY: JOHN NEWTON. 


; ve Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain; but a woman that feareth the Lord, she shall 
be praised.”— Prov. xxxi. 30. 


“al 


FE TIIN PR OM ws SO 


~ Comprises all I mean, Oh seek the Lord. 


«Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not to thine own understanding, In 
ll thy ways a 


cknowledge Him, and he shall direct thy paths.” —Prov. iii. 5, 6. 


Officious age ! forbear that solemn look, 

Retire, and with thee take away thy book. 

Can blooming youth, and on the bridal day, 

Regard what moralizing grey-heads say ? 

Yet stop and hear (’tis short) my farewell prayer, 

I must commend thee to my Saviour’s care. “ 

May He, who touched my heart, when young like thee, 
Thy Sun, and Shield, and Shepherd likewise be. 

May Ladvise? Be brief—a single word 


Nov. 1, 1780. 


REVIEWS. 


Ecclesiastical History, in a Course of Lec- 
tures, delivered at Founders’ Hall, Loth- 
bury, London. By WiLL1aM Jones, M.A,, 
Author of the ‘* History of the Walden- 
ses,” ‘* Lectures on the Apocalypse,” 
“« Biblical Cyclopedia,” §c., &c. — In three 
volumes. London: 1838. 8vo. ; pp. 1932. 
Price £2, cloth. 


For what was this earth created? 
For, what is its existence prolonged? 
Can the Holy One look with compla- 
cency upon the scene which it presents 
continually to his eyes? Can infinite 
benevolence be gratified by the present 
condition of our species? Or must we 
mournfully conclude, that God has made 
all men in vain? or agree, with the per- 
plexed philosopher, who has recorded 
the workings of his mind when consider- 
ing the condition of the world, inde- 
pendently of the light-of revelation, in 
praising the dead who are already dead 
more than the living who are yet alive, 
adding, “better is he than both they 
who hath not yet been, who hath not 
seen the evil work that is done under 
the sun.” Assuredly, it was not with 
an expectation that it would be the 
abode of holy and happy generations 
that this globe was called into being. 
Had such an expectation existed ori- 
ginally, it must have been long since 
abandoned, But human apostacy was 
foreseen, human crimes and miseries 
were clearly foreknown to Him who yet 
saw fit to stretch out the heavens and to 
lay the foundations of the earth. He 
knew from the beginning the extent and 
malignancy of the disease, and he pro- 
vided a safe and effectual remedy. But 
had not the experiment been made, no 
finite mind could have had any adequate 
views of the nature and operations of 
moral evil, or of the power required to 
subdue it. Holy angels must turn their 
eyes hither to see the effects of trans- 
gression. Here the origin, the progress, 
the appalling consequences of sin are 
exhibited to their view. A single pre- 


cept of the slightest possible importance | 


is violated, a precept which had been 
given simply as a test, and from this act 
of disobedience comes a train of evils, 
potent, countless, and int 
Shyness supersedes filial — 
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inable. | 
onfidence. | 
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Fear takes place of deliglit in the divine 
supremacy. Love to God ceases to 
govern the heart of man. Self-love 
urges its influence in irregular ways and 
with uncontrolled vigour. <A series of 
transactions ensues in which depravity 
is exerted in diversified forms, increas- 
ing in its power over him who is tainted 
by its poison, leading him to trample 
upon legitimate authority, to turn to 
evil purposes every endowment, to 
misuse every advantage, and to make 
the brightest of heavenly gifts an oc- 
casion of increased guilt and condem- 
nation. Who could have thought it ! 
No imagination, however brilliant, could 
have portrayed to an innocent creature 
the consequences of sin, as they are 
displayed in the history of an individual 
offender, much more as they are dis- 
played in the history of nations and 
ages, but above all as displayed under 
successive economies, in the abuse of 
heavenly messages, of gospel ordinances, 
and of a system of salvation based on 
the redeeming love of the almighty 
Saviour. 

Ecclesiastical History presents to view, 
then, those scenes which are most in- 
structive to men and angels. It is in 
this that the deceitfulness of sin, the 
ingenuity of the depraved mind, and 
the atrocities of the wicked heart are 
displayed most conspicuously and hor- 
ribly. Could it be fully written, with 
an unerring pen, what scenes would be 
unfolded to the astonished reader! 
What contaminating, desolating, soul- 
destructive energy would be seen to 
have sprung from one deviation from 
rectitude! While in the history of the — 
church is exhibited also the superiority — 
of Him who is the Blessed and Only 
Potentate over this accursed power. 
Here is Jehovah seen, controlling it, 
revealing a plan for its extinction, re- 


newing depraved hearts, purifying the — 
polluted atmosphere, Te Site hts 

violated authority, restoring order, sanc-— 
tity, and happiness, getting to himself 
glory as the infini righteous, holy, — 


and compassionate 
riches of his { 
his cot s 
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‘throne ; “‘to principalities and powers 
‘in heavenly places is made known by 
‘the church the manifold wisdom of 
God.” 
In Keclesiastical History the present 
race of pilgrims in the wilderness may 
find illustrations of the dangers to which 
they are exposed, and the errors against 
-whichit behoves them to watch. Various 
forms of evil have predominated in dif- 
ferent ages; their fruits have been 
matured, and it belongs to Ecclesiastical 
History to show their bitterness. Revi- 
vals of religion, reformations, and resto- 
rations of energy to a swooning church 
have also been enjoyed, and it belongs 
‘to Ecclesiastical History to teach by 
what means and under what circum- 
stances, such desirable events have taken 
place. These may be contemplated 
again and again with new delight and 
advantage; and were intended that “in 
the ages to come he might show the 
-execeding riches of his grace in his 
-kindness towards us through Christ 
Jesus.” 
It is, however, greatly to be deplored, 
‘that Ecclesiastical History, as generally 
“written, is more adapted to mislead than 
_‘todirect. The materials of history now 
‘accessible, are principally, either the 
prejudiced effusions of honest men who 
partook largely of the spirit of degenerate 
‘times, or the depositions of spoilers who 
‘defamed the victims of their tyranny. 
The historians who have undertaken to 
-tell the tale have usually been men who 
esteemed thoseshepherds most highly who 
_ -were most ready to surrender the sheep 
__.to them who came to kill and to destroy ; 
and were incensed against every one 
_ ‘who gave an alarm, as a wanton dis- 
‘turber of the fold. For many centuries 
_ ‘the Romish priests had thé exclusive 
_ privilege of telling their own story, and 
_ the story of the heretics upon whom 
“they trampled. Among ourselves, the 
‘most popular historians were admirers 
Jof state religion, who could see no 
church deserving of respectful attention 
unless there were prelates to preside and 
princes. to patronize. The learned 
_Mosheim, with all his ee is 
prejudiced; and with all his tolerance, 
exclusive: the visible church is with 
him, that which exhibits a form of god- 
'liness; of the power of godliness he 


= of Milner’s heart is continually 
“e cted by the weakness of his 
“head, and the judicious reader respects 
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ems eG ‘no conception. While 


the sincerity of his intentions, but feels 
unable to” surrender himself to his 
guidance. 

The very first qualification of an eccle- 
siastical historian is an intimate acquaint- 
ance with the church of Christ, whose 
features he ought to be able to recognize 
wherever they may be found, discrimi- 
nating them from those of all pretenders 
to the honour which is exclusively her 
own. If with this- he have extensive 
erudition, and leisure to exploy it in re- 
searches not previously made, so much 
the better; but neither profound scho- 
larship nor opportunities for the examina- 
tion of unexplored literary regions is so 
essential as attachment to primitive 
Christianity. It is on this account 
chiefly that we hail with satisfaction the 
volumes now lying before us, 

We do not coincide with Mr. Jones in 
every opimion that he advocates; yet 
we believe that few living men have done 
more than he to disseminate just views 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom, and pro- 
mote the interests of evangelical truth. 
The services which he has rendered to 
our denomination, especially, will entitle 
him to respectful deference {to the end of 
his days. Were it nécessary to describe 
his qualifications for the work which he 
has now executed, we should refer, in 
the first place, to the general correctness 
of his religious sentiments, and the stead- 
fastness of his zeal for apostolic institu- 
tions, His familiarity with the subject 
must also be mentioned, a familiarity 
acquired in the preparation of other 
works of a similar kind. He possesses, 
likewise, certain intellectual prerequi- 
sites, sich as good sense, shrewdness, 
and industry. He can take a compre- 
hensive view of the matters of which he 
treats, trace effects to their appropriate 
causes, and express his ideas with per- 
spicuity and vigour. His integrity may 
be depended upon implicitly, and if he 
geems occasionally to bear rather hard 


‘upon some of the moderns, he treats the 


ancients of every class with exemplary 
eandour. : 

Some idea of the contents of the first 
volume may be formed from the follow- 
ing retrospect which the author takes at 
the close of the twentieth lecture. 

“‘We have seen that, for the first three 
hundred yéars after Christ, his religion had 
no legal establishment in the world; on the 
contrary, it was every where and almost in- 


| cessantly the subject of persecution; it was 


propagated by means of the preaching of the 
AF 
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gospel, and the disciples were collected into 
churches to observe the ordinances of public 
worship, which Christ himself had appointed. 
The pastors and deacons were the servants of 
the churches ; and so far were their offices 
from being an object of competition, as mi- 
nistering to worldly ambition, that they were 
always placed in the foremost rank of suffer- 
ers from their merciless persecutors. But in 
the beginning of the fourth century, and 
during the reign of Constantine the Great, 
the scene changed—outward persecution 


.ceased—Christianity was established by law 
zs the religion of the Roman empire; and | 


from this time those who ought to have been 
‘the servants of the church for Jesus’ sake ” 
began to be its lords and masters, in direct 
opposition to the Saviour’s own command, 
and the example of his apostles. And, 
having now become ‘ part and parcel of the 
law of the land,’ Christianity must change her 
attire, in order that she may with dignity fill 


othe throne of her discarded rival. The 


clergy must raise their heads, extend their 
views, and become ‘lords over God’s heri- 
tage.’ The simple institutions of the gospel 


_are found altogether unfit for this new order 


of things. Instead of meeting in a school or 
upper room, magnificent temples must be 
built, and a hierarchy of ecclesiastics— 
bishops, priests, and deacons—must be ap- 
pointed to officiate at their altars. A spirit 
of innovation rages of course—Superstition 
opens all her paltry treasures—Ignorance 
erects her leaden throne—the doctrines of 
the gospel are corrupted, and its institutions 
mutilated-—offices hitherto unknown are in- 
vented, and filled by a race of ecclesiastics 
under names and characters as foreign to 


“Christian institution as that of a magician or 
a soothsayer:—and to all this they were 
_pleased to give the name of Christianity ! 


But, no: the religion of Christ disowns it én 
toto. IT IS ANTICHRIST, the man of sin— 


the son of perdition—the mystery of iniquity, 
concerning which Daniel had prophesied eight 


hundred-years before—and Paul had warned 
the churches of his day—and of which John 
had been favoured with visions and revela- 


‘tions in the isle of Patmos.’ Vol. I. p. 388. 


The contents of the two latter volumes 
are thus described in the preface to the 
second :— 


“The first six Lectures in the present 


‘volume are deyoted to a sketch of the History 
.of the Church of England, from the time of 
_the arrival of Augustin and his associates to 


convert our Saxon ancestors and plant the 
standard of papal Christianity in the island, 
to the times of Wycliffe. To this part of ‘the 
undertaking I was prompted by finding that, 


_ both among episcopalians and dissenters, the 
‘most deplorable ignorance of its history pre-, 


relate to a period during which it was identi- 
fied with the church of Rome. It has since 
then undergone certain modifications, and ob- 
tained a new title, by means of which, in the 
opinion of some of its staunchest supporters, 
it has become immaculate; but, to form a 
proper estimate of the amount of that refor- 
mation, the unprejudiced reader will be better 
qualified when he has attentively perused the 
third and concluding volume of these lectures, 
in which he will find the subject prosecuted 
from the times of Wycliffe to the termination 
of the Stuart dynasty, A.D. 1380—1700, 
when the act of Toleration, passed by a 
British legislature, legalized the worship of the 
Most High (!) according to the dictates of 
their own consciences, to human beimgs, who 
in these matters are accountable to God alone, 
the righteous Judge of the whole earth. 

“‘ The seventh lecture in this volume is am 
attempt to furnish an epitome of papal 
Christianity in its leading features, and the 
reader would do well to compare it with the 
religion of Jesus Christ, as taught in the New 
Testament, and exemplified in the churches 
planted by the holy apostles. The general 
subject is afterwards resumed and prosecuted, 
from the end of the eighth century, where 
the first volume terminates, in the narrative 
of the Cathari, or Puritans, in Germany; the 
Paulicians, in the East; the Paterines, in 
Italy ; and more particularly the Albigenses, 
in the south of France, and the Waldenses, 
in Piedmont. The period allotted to this 
second volume may be justly regarded as so 
much of the reign of Antichrist, or the man 
of sin, during which we behold the woman, 
or false church, having committed fornication 
with the kings of the earth, making the inhabi- 
tants thereof drunk with the wine of her for- _ 
nication. 

‘*The third and concluding voleme com- 
mences with the dawn of the Reformation, 
when the Lord began to consume that wicked 
power with the spirit of his mouth, and whom 
he shall utterly destroy with the brightness of 
his coming. In this part of the work the 
reader is introduced to the labours of Wycliffe, 
and the sufferings of the Lollards, in our 
own country ; the progress of the Reforma- — 
tion in Bohemia, with the martyrdom of Huss, _ 
and Jerome of Prague ; the rise of Luther, _ 
and his intrepid opposition to the sale of in- 
dulgences ; the arrogant claims of the papacy, 
and other abominations of the see. of Rome; _ 
the joint labours of Zuinglius and C&colampa- — 
dius, in Switzerland ; of Farel, and Calvin, 
and Beza, at Geneva; of Knox, and his 
associates, in Scotland; and of Tyndal, and — 
Cranmer, and Hooper, and Ridley, and the — 
long train of reforming prelates in our own — 
country, during the reigns of Henry VIII. and 
the other branch 
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reader will notice the conflict or collision that 
raged between the two parties—the friends of 
Christ and those of Antichrist, during a 
period of three centuries, and while he here 
finds what must sicken his heart on the one 
hand, he will meet with‘enough to console 
him on the other, at viewing the triumph of 
truth over error. ‘Here is the patience of 
the saints; here are they that kept the com- 
mandments of God and the faith of Jesus,’ ” 


We cordially recommend this work to 
all who are able to procure it. If they 
have not leisure to peruse it they may 
derive advantage from consulting it oc- 
casionally, or if they cannot make use of 
it themselves, they may do good by 
lending it to every young man who is 
fond of reading in the circle of their ac- 
quaintance. if the young people of 
Dissenting congregations were made 
conversant with such facts as are con- 
tained in these volumes, we should not 
often hear of the junior branches of our 
wealthy families transferring their affec- 
tions and influence to less scriptural 
communities. Let the history of the 
church be fairly taught, and the princi- 
ples of Nonconformity will establish 
themselves in the judgment and heart of 
the conscientious pupil. 


Life of the Rev. Alexander Kilham, formerly 


a Preacher under the Rev. J. Wesley ; and 
one of the Founders of the New Methodist 
Connexton, in the year 1797. Including 

a full account of the disputes which occa- 

stoned the separation, 12mo, pp. 408. 

Price 6s. 6d. _ 

These Memoirs of Mr. Kilham will de- 
rive their chief interest, with the public 
in general, from the view which they 
_ present of the workings of Methodism 
_ at an early stage of its progress, in con- 
solidating its power and establishing the 
supremacy of .its conference. The sub- 

ject of this piece of biography was a 
man whose fervent piety and zealous 
labours could not fail to obtain the warm 
attachment of a large circle of friends to 
_ whom his memory would be dear ; and 
though but few of these survive, there 
‘are many to whom a permanent record 
of his excellencies will be highly accept- 
able. But there were circumstances 
‘connected with the life of Mr. Kilham, 
which; in addition to his private worth 
and public usefulness’ as a minister of 

he gospel, give a more extended in- 
terest to his memoirs. In the first, and 
fhaps the most important secession 


we 9 


531 


from the Methodist body, he occupied a 
very prominent station, and the course 
of events seems to have placed him at its 
head. It is now forty years since, in 
the very prime of life, he was taken to 
his rest ; the members of that particular 
community of which he was a distin- 
guished leader, have reason to cherish 
the memory of a man who would have 
been an honour to any denomination, 
but other sections of the religious world 
know but little of him, or of those long 
and mighty struggles which, after the 
death of its founder, agitated the Wes- 
levan body, before it assumed its fixed 
and permanentform. The author there- 
fore supplies what he considers a desidera- 
tum in furnishing to the public generally, 
and especially to the members of the New 
Connexion, an extended account of the 
life of Mr. Kilham, and of those re- 
markable events with which he will 
always be identified. 

“Many ycars ago the writer of this volume 
became sensible that Mr. Kilham did not 
occupy that position in the estimation of the 
Christian public, which the important services 
he had rendered in the cause of religious 
liberty ought to have secured for him ; which 
was only tu be attributed to the mcagre ac. 
count of him which had been furnished to the 
world. This suggested the idea of compiling 
the new Life, which is now presented to the 
public, and more particularly to the members 
and friends of the Methodist New Connex- 
ion.” 


Methodism, or to speak more defi- 
nitely that system which was originated — 
principally by Mr. John Wesley, in its 
rise, its rapid progress, ils extent, its 
present aspects, and its probable influ- 
ence on the future condition of society, 
presents phenomena of the most inter- ’ 
esting kind to the consideration, not. 
only of the Christian, but also of the 
philosopher and the politician. -To those 
who love to investigate the causes of 
things, not only in the natural, but in 
the moral world, and to examine that 
concealed and complicated machinery, 
to the movements of which are to be 
traced all those great changes which ex- 
tensively affect the condition of man, | 
the history, the working, and the pro- 
spects of Methodism, present a most 
inviting and extended range of specu-- 
lation. Nor would’ the statesman be- 


justified in omitting, in his political cal- 


culation, the existence and power of a— 
community so compact, so numerous, 
and growing. Already has the political 
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influence of this body been. felt; and 
though its direct object is one of a re- 
ligious character, and any political inten- 
tions may be honestly disclaimed, it 
would argue unusual blindness not to 
perceive, that there are not only politi- 
cal partialities which characterize the 
great bulk of the society, but that the 
very spirit and working of the system 
generate political tendencies of a spe- 
cifie order. 

One of the first peculiarities which 
strike us in noticing Wesleyan Method- 
ism, is the anomalous position which it 
seems to occupy among the religious 
denominations of the present day. One 
might suppose that all these communi- 
ties would be capable of distribution into 
the two great classes of Churchmen and 
Dissenters; but to which class, as a 
body, may the followers of John Wesley 
be assigned? Nothing is more common 
than to hear 9 
attachment to the Clrurch, and a vehe- 
ment repudiation of the charge of being 
Dissenters, while in doctrine, discipline, 
mode of worship, and church goyern- 
ment, no society of Protestant Dissent- 
ers, es termed orthodox, are, to 
say the least, more completely. at vari- 
anee .with the Church of England. It 
has always been matter of surprise to us 
how any honest Wesleyan ean, in the 


face of the 17th article of the Church of 


England, declare that le agrees in doc- 
trinal sentiments with that Church. 
Whether the doctrine which that arti- 
cle embodies be seriptural or . not, 
whether every part of the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer harmonizes with it er not, 
whether the ministers of the. Established 
Church have generally preached it or not, 
are questions which. do not affect the 
point ; bes we ask, isthe plainand obyi- 
ous meaning of the words and sentences 
employed. Could Calvin himself, in 
sxpresning the peculiarities in which he 
differed from the Arminian hypothesis, 
have selected terms more strong and de~ 
cisive? The fact is, that it is the great 
body of evangelical Dissenters, who in 
this respect agree with the Church, and 
differ with the Methodists. Do the 
Methodists, as a body, employ ‘the 
Church formularies? Do they conduct 
thsizanorsh ipa pisnereanapaslly conse- 
erated ? Jo their ministers receive 
episcopal ordination? Are their sacra- 


ments, as the two great ordinances of | 
Christianity are improperly called, ad-| under the 
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cal orders of bishop, priest, and deacon? 
Are they in any respect subject to the 
controk and direetion of episcopal autho- 
rity? Has any denomination of Pro- 
testant Dissenters drawn within the pale 
of its eommunity so many whom the 
Chureh claims as its own, practically 
separating them from all communion 
with that church? How is it then that 
declarations are heard so loud and fre- 
quent. of attachment to the Church,— 
how is it that we see so great an anxiety 
to escape the odium of dissent, and to be 
recognised by churchmen as their friends 
andallies? Ontheother hand, what party, 
from the first rise of Methodism, has with 
implacable bitterness opposed its pro- 
gress? By whose instigation was Lord 
Sidmouth’s billintroduced into the House 
of Peers, which was especially pointed 
against Methodism? What countenance 
has it received from mitred prelates and 
clerical magistrates? The Church may,}in 
some season of exigeney, in order to carry 
a pointagainst the Dissenters, availitselfof 
the aid of so numerous a body, and speak 
them fair; but ean the Wesleyan seriously 
think that the sentiments of the Church 
towards them are essentially altered ? 
that the bigotry which has persecuted 
and defamed, and to the utmost of its 
power, sought the extinction of Metho- 
dism, has not only subsided into quies- 
cence, but been converted into fraternal 
What would be the conduct 
of the predominant Chureh party towards 
Methodism, if they could fairly get rid 
of these troublesome Dissenters? Can it 
be possible, we are sometimes tempted to 
ask, that persons so sensible and shrewd 
as our Wesleyau brethren ean be duped , 
by the forced smiles and suspicious eom- 
pliments of those who are avowed and _ 
determined enemies to all separatists, 
who view all the enormous irregularities 
within the Church with less displacency 
than the insufferable “sin of schism?” — 
It is true that Mr. Wesley was warmly — 
attached to the Church of England, eve 


rotection: = 
the leading party of. this 
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Church some recognition of their claim 
to kindred and alliance, and much as 
they may wish to keep aloof from any 
such intercourse with the Dissenters, as 
might identify themselves with them, 
they stand before the world to all intents 
and purposes practically Dissenters. 

There is also a compactness, a unity 
in the Wesleyan system, which we shall 
searcely find equalled in any other reli- 
gious body--we know notwhethereventhe 
papal community should be excepted. To 
produce this, there must of necessity be a 
strong pressure of authority binding 
together the component parts, coercing 
opinion, and effectually preventing any 
movement out of a certain prescribed 
direction. From the class meeting, up 
through societies, circuits, districts, to 
the whole connexion, there is as com- 
plete an organization of subordination on 
the one hand, and authority on the 
other as in a regiment of soldiers. 
Over the whole the authority of confer- 
ence is paramount, to admit, to expel, to 
station the preachers, to control and 
apportion all its funds, to determine, 
ultimately, all disputed points of faith 
and practice. To the conference all the 
chapels are consigned, and no. bishop of 
the Establishment. more rigidly demands 
the complete surrender of an edifice, in- 
tended to be used for Church of England 
worship, to episcopal disposal, than the 
conference. insists on the transfer to 
itself of all right and control of every 
chapel, as the condition of its being 
supplied with Methodist preachers. In 
the exercise of this authority no layman 
ean participate; in this assembly the 
people have no representative ; from the 
decisions of this court there is no ap- 
peal; its power is absolute, or nearly 
so ; and it is vested in hands cxelusively 
clerical. 

We have often thought, that among 
- congregational Dissenters there is too 

little of unity ; an extreme jealousy of the 
independence of the churches has almost 
insulated them. There is not a healthy 
circulation kept up in the system ; some 
portions of it are plethoric, and others 
ina state of starvation. If Methodism 


~ eongregationalism is, perhaps, chargeable 

: a deficiency. The pastors. of 
rehes, among Independents and 
tists, instead of having all the power,, 
have often scarcely any. A few capri- 
cious individuals in office, or a small 
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faction of ignorant and violent members; 
may sometimes destroy their peace, or 
force them from their station without 
relief or appeal. But whatever alter- 
ation is desirable, and of whatever 
modification the congregational order is 
susceptible, we should ever deprecate 
the introduction of a system which 
would confer the whole power of a re- 
ligious community on its ministers, and 
place the church exclusively under the 
control of council or synod, confer- 
ence or association. Some further secu- 
rity on behalf of ministers may be ne- 
cessary, against the abuses of that 
liberty which every church member 
claims, and that power of mischief which 
office may give to an influential but 
capricious or despotic individual; but 
we never wish to see ministers “ lords 
over God’s heritage.” All history proves 
the tendency of ecclesiastical power to 
priestly domination; and though the 
system of Methodism gives, in a high 
degree, unity of movement. and prompti- 
tude of action, we cannot but deem its 
form of government unscriptural, and 
savouring more of human policy than of 
‘*the wisdom which cometh from aboye.” 

In the spirit which the working of 
this system evolves, there is much that 
is entitled to the admiration ef other 
portions of the Christian chureh, and 
which might be imitated with advantage ; 
but there is also not a little which can- 
not be viewed, even by the most sober 
and candid of other communities, with 
approbation. With that compactness 
and unity to which we haye already re- 
ferred, there is an exclusiveness, a party 
zeal, which no denomination of Protes- 
tants exhibits to an equal degree. The 
efforts which are put forth in the exten- 
sion of Christianity are prodigious, but 
it is the Christianity of Methodism, On 
Methodism the most extravagant eulogies 
are pronounced, and not only is the name 
of its founder quoted with boundless 
veneration, but a deference which be- 
longs only to inspired apostles, is 
claimed for the authority of Mr. Wesley. 
The time was, when the Wesleyans, 
comparatively few in number, plain in 
their appearance, unostentatious in their 
places. of worship, and. lowly in their 
spirit and manners, seemed thankful to 
be permitted to pursue their way free . 
from the persecutions of the «Church 
party ; but now that their numbers have 
multiplied, their wealth increased, their, 
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edifices for worship rivalling, if not 
outvieing in size and splendour those of 
any other sect; a very different bearing 
is assumed ; and woe to the shopkeeper, 
or tradesman, or provincial paper, or 
the expectant of a parliamentary seat, 
who is so reckless as to express an 
opinion in depreciation of the great 
Methodist body. Few and slight are 
the indications of a wish to unite with 
those of other communities—the Church 
party perhaps excepted, who will 
scarcely condescend to accept the over- 
ture—rarely are religious services ex- 
changed with other ministers, or the 
courtesy shown of giving way in the 
hours of worship, or of special and 
extraordinary meetings to the conve- 
nience of others. Where is the Dis- 
senting minister who has not had his 
path crossed in some line of usefulness 
by an officious and indelicate inter- 
ference? There seems often not only a 
disposition to do good, but a determi- 
nation to monopolize the whole field of 
creditable usefulness. Is an individual 
attending on the ministrations of another 
denomination, apparently under serious 
impressions? Some member of a class 
is almost certain to use his efforts to 
induce him to attend a class-meeting, 
and in many cases the inquirer thus be- 
comes fixed. In this manner many 
hopeful characters, who have received 
their first religious benefit in connexion 
with other communities, are made to 
swell the ranks of Methodism; and 
until some plan which shall answer the 
best purposes of class meetings shall be 
adopted by other bodies of Christians, 
they must expect in this way to suffer 
loss. There is in this body an activity 
which is incessant, a zeal worthy of the 
best of causes. Every capability of its 
members is brought out, and brought. to 
bear on the interests of Methodism. 
But in this anxiety to allow no talent to 
remain unemployed, many agencies very 
unsuitable have been sanctioned, tending 
to the diserédit of religion, ratber than 
to the progress of truth. Zeal has 
sometimes Posed out into a wild enthusi- 
asm, and there are few parts of the 
kingdom where, on some occasions, the 
most strange extravagancies have not 
ie enacted under the name of revi- 
vals. 

_ But whatever defects may be inherent 
in the system, whatever admixture of 
evil may attend the good which it ac- 
complishes, Methodism has certainly in- | 
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creased with a most astonishing rapidity, 
and is annually augmenting its numbers 
and its strength. No secession from this 
body has had any material effect on its 
onward movements, and every struggle 
for a modification of its exclusively 
clerical government has terminated in 
the increased power of the Conference. 
What, then, will be the result of the in- 
fluence of this increasing and powerful 
community on the nation at large, is an 
interesting inquiry. Will it at length be 
received as an auxiliary to the Church, 
and by ecclesiastical concession recog- 
nized as an integral part of the Estab- 
lishment? We think not; much as it 
may be wished by the Church that so 
large a body might be reclaimed, and 
desirable as such an event may appear 
to some who stand high in the ranks of 
Methodism, the concessions requisite on 
either side, would, we have no doubt, 
be too great to render such a coalition 
practicable. It has even been imagined 
by some, that Methodism will in its pro- 
gress obtain the ascendency both in 
Church and State, and intimations have 
occasionally been given by some of this 
body, in no very in distinct way, that such — 
an event was far from being improbable. 
Certainly, events the most improbable 
have transpired within the last century, 
but this no means appears to us among 
the probabilities indicated by the aspect 
of the times. The high church party 
are too strong in their number and their 
prejudices, and the various bodies of 
dissenters form too large a proportion of * ~~ 
the nation, to give any plausibility to— 
such a conjecture. Will this body in’ 
future receive such modifications as shall 
place its government in nearer accord- 
ance with the principles of the New 
Testament, and with the spirit of the 
British constitution? We think, from ~ 
the increase of knowledge, and the 
power of public opinion, this is not im- ~ 
probable ; while, we must confess, we 
are not without our fears that the influ- 
ence of this increasing body of people — x 
will be unfavourable to the progress of 
those reforms, both civil and ecclesiasti- 4 
cal, which the nation needs. The sys-— 
tem almost inevitably generates a Tory, 

or in modern parlance, a conservative’ 
spirit. The excessive veneration forallthe = 
opinions of Mr. Wesley, and the frequent 
reference made to his church and state 
erical aristocracy of the’ 
Conference, and the de- 
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crush at once every attempt to introduce 
popular influence in the management of 
the Society ;* the complete subordina- 
tion of the whole body to a hierarchy 
which possesses a power almost abso- 
lute, must, we conceive, be adverse to 
the growth of a warm and generous 
spint of freedom. Facts, also, appear to 
be in accordance with this opinion. 
Disposed, as many individuals are, to 
favour liberal measures, the influence of 
the great body is in a contrary direction. 
This was visible enough in many parts 
of the country during the late elections, 
_and hence the fulsome commendations of 
those high church Tories, who in their 
hearts hate Methodism with a perfect 
hatred, but who, for service rendered in 
their contests with the liberty party, 
condescended to express their great re- 
spect for this “numerous and useful body 
of people,” and went, in some instances, 
so far as to subscribe to their chapels or 
their missions, and to assist their bazaars. 
In what measure of general liberty, 
where their own body has not been par- 
ticularly concerned, has a movement 
among them been encouraged? We 
believe no effort was ever made to get 
rid of the disgraceful Test and Corpora- 
tion Acts, or to remove the civil disabili- 
ties of the Catholics. The apparent un- 
concern with which the case of Smith, 
the martyred missionary, was suffered to 
pass, was noticed and deplored by 
many. The Methodists, as a body, 
came forward nobly to oppose Lord 
Sidmouth’s bill—a bill, by the way, 
patronized by their good friends, the 
bishops—but then, their very existence, 
at least, their perpetuity and increase, 
were threatened by this measure. In the 
great struggle for the abolition of slavery, 
previously to the passing of Lord Stan- 
ley’s Act, they did their duty, and did it 
well; but then their own missionaries 
were so persecuted by the planters in 
Jamaica, that they could not prosecute 
their work; and, in addition, there was 
a master spirit guiding the helm of the 
whole connexion, deeply imbued with 
compassion for the injured negro, and 
bent on redressing his wrongs, whose 
mantle does not appear to have fallen on 
any successor. When it was determined 
to establish a weekly journal identified 
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with Methodism, “the Watchman” 
came forth in the garb of modern tory- 
ism, and no pains were spared to give it 
currency in every part of the kingdom, 
as the approved, if not official organ of 
the body. 

In the great conflict which peculiarly 
marks the times in which we live, be- 
tween those principles and interests 
which would preserve “ things as they 
are,” both politically and ecclesiastically, 
and that spirit of reform, which seeks to 
remove the abuses of ages, we fear much 
aid is not to be expected from Metho- 
dism ; its genius seems to have but little 
affinity with popular freedom. We 
trust we are not insensible to the great 
amount of good which it has effected, 
nor to the many excellencies found in 
connexion with it ; but still it appears 
to us to have many inherent and glaring 
defects which are incompatible with 
Christian liberty, to nurture a spirit too 
exclusive and sectarian, and to contain 
elements far from being favourable to 
“the greatest happiness of the greatest 
number.” When, therefore, we consi- 
der the political power necessarily pos- 
sessed by so vast, so active, and so in- 
creasing a body of people, the combined 
and s; stematic movements of the whole, 
the power of a few, or even of one 
master mind, to work the machinery of 
the system so as in the most prompt and 
effective manner to bring the force of 
the immense body to bear on any great 
question affecting our civil or religious 
liberties ; and connect with it the natu- 
ral tendencies of such a system, and the 
indications which its working has alrea- 
dy given, we are not, we confess, with- 
out our apprehensions as to what may 
result from the power and prevalence of 
Methodism.* Our consolation amidst 
all the conflicting powers which are now 
agitating, and which are likely still to 
agitate the world, is, that “the Lord 
reigneth,” his promise is sure, and truth 
and freedom must ultimately prevail. 

Having detained our readers so long 
from the work before us, we must now 
briefly advert to the subject of its bio- 
graphical memoirs. The principal inci- 
dents of Mr. Kilham’s life are so inti- 
mately connected with those circum- 
stances which moulded the great Wes- 
leyan body into its present shape, that 


it is impossible to state the one without 


* Qur ‘remarks throughout are confined to that 
reat body of people under the control of the Con- 
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‘entering into a detail of the other. Our 
author, therefore, commences with a 
review of the state of Methodism up to 
the period of Mr. Wesley’s death in 
1791. Nothing, it seems, was farther 
from the intentions of Mr. Wesley at the 
outset of his career, than the formation 
of a new sect; but this, in pursuing his 
plans of usefulness, became unavoid- 
able. After noticing the circumstances 
-which led to this, our author observes— 


“These circumstances will fully account for 
Mr. Wesley having been originally in posses- 
“sion of irresponsible authority over bis Socie- 
ties, whether preachers or people. It was a 
position he was unavoidably placed in, and 
had he declined to act in an unlimited capa- 
city, the connexion would either not have 
been formed, or if formed, would soon have 
been broken up; the materials of which it 
was composed being so unshapen and so ili 
adapted to hold together of themselves, that 
unless they had been kept fast by his agency, 
dissolution, confusion, and ruin would have 
been inevitable. Whatever, therefore, may 
be thought of the propriety of Mr. Wesley 
having retained this power after the system 
had become established, and the preachers and 
“members had acquired experience, there can 
be no question of the policy, nor even of the 
“necessity, of his standing in the beginning in- 
vested with full and undivided authority. 
There is in societies, as well as in individuals, 
“a state of infancy and incapacity, in which 
self-government cannot be exercised with ad- 
‘vantage. Hence, if we advert to the origin 
of communitics, we shall find the arbitrary 
principle to have been acted on at first,—the 
ruling power being placed in the hands of in- 
dividuals whom age, or conquest, or extraor- 
dinary talents had elevated to control the 
rest, according to their will or caprice. As 
civilization advances, laws are made; and 
these, and not the mandates of single per- 
sons, become paramount. Then, in propor- 
tion as the arts are cultivated, and political 
science becomes understood, official authority 
‘is further defined and restricted, and a parti- 
cipation, by representation or otherwise, in 
the work of legislation is extended through all 
gradations of the state, and rational liberty 
and good government are secured thereby to 
all classes,’’—pp, 33,34. 
-_ It is somewhat remarkable, that Mr. 
~K. was born at Epworth, the same place 
-which gave birth to Mr.-Wesley. He 
~was first patronized by Mr. Brackenbury, 
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liberty, and, as a natural consequence, 
by an intolerable aversion to every thing 
which appeared arbitrary and oppres- 
sive. In the agitations which on the 
death of Mr. Wesley convulsed the 
whole body of Methodists, in which 
many opposite elements were struggling 
for ascendency, these peculiarities of 
Mr. K. brought him forward as a promi- 
nent actor on the busy scene. After a 
long and severe conflict, during which 
he inflexibly maintained his stand as the 
opponent of what he considered unjust 
measures or arbitrary power, he was 
brought to trial before the Conference. 
The details of this remarkable proceed- 
ing are given at some length; the result 
was his expulsion from the connexion, 
and after ineffectual attempts had been 
made to heal the breach, the formation 
of “The Methodist New Connexion.” 
From an unpublished manuscript the 
author gives the following extract, con-. 
taining Mr. K.’s sentiments on a review 
of the part which he had taken, written 
about two months before his death. 


“When I first wrote against the abuses and 
corruptions of the Methodist Connexion, some 
of my friends imagined I should receive the 
thanks of the Conference, and every thing be 
set right at once ; but I had read ecclesiasti- 
cal history, and a different prospect opened to 
my view, 
been represented as weak and insane—as 
mad—as possessed of the devil—as given up 
to a reprobate mind—as the greatest deceiver 
and hypocrite on the face of the earth—as_ 
the man of sin which the Scriptures mention 
—as a devil with a bible under my arm—yea, 
as worse the devil, * * * These, and 
a thousand other things, have been said of me 
by the preachers, and those who are subject 
to them in all things ;—many pray, and ex- 
pect to be answered, that God would 
hasten my destruction, They quote this pas-_ 


Since the conflict began I have , 
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sage, to justify their conduct, <I would to_ 


God that they were cat off who trouble y 


If I had lived at the dawn of the Reforma- _ 


tion, such declarations, from persons so « 
alted in profession, might have alarmed 
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bread and water of affliction, I should ex- 
ceedingly rejoice if I could, in all these years, 
be instrumental in banishing this evil from 
the face of the earth.” ; 


These memoirs are replete with in- 
terest; and excepting those regrets 
occasioned by so lamentable an exhibi- 
tion of the failings of good men, and of 
those unholy passions and lew motives 
which too often are found blended with 
much real excellence, we have received 
from the perusal of this work no small 
pleasure anda great deal of information 

which. was new to us. The author 
writes with much clearness and good 
sense, and as far as we are able to judge, 

with truth and candour. The state- 
ments, however, lie open to the animad- 
versions of that body, some of whose 
principles and whose conduct are here 
impugned, and who, if the facts are mis- 
Stated, or the case misrepresented, will 

paxe a fair opportunity to:set the public 
right. 


—— 


An Elucidation of the Prophecies, being an 
Exposition of the Books of Daniel and 
the Revelation, showing that the Seventy 

_ Weeks, the One Thousand Two Hundred 
and Sixty Days, and the Events predicted 
under the Seven Trumpets and Seven 
Vials, have not yet taken place, but that 
they will be accomplished within the space 
of about Three Years and a Half from their 

_ Commencement, and probably at no very 

_ distant Period. By JosepuH Tyso. 

_ London, 1838. 8vo. pp. 281. Price 

‘Is. 6d. cloth. 

Dissertations on Unaccomplished Prophecy. 

_ By W. Snert Cuauncy. London: 

_ 1838. 8vo., pp. 413. Price 10s. 6d. 

-. cloth. 

_Millennartanism Unscriptural ; or a Glance 

at some of the Consequences of that Theory. 

—London, 1838, 12mo., pp. 252. Price 

~ 5s. cloth. 


_ We have neither leisure nor space to 
yo fully into the subject to which these 
volumes refer; but as it is probable that 
some of our readers will be glad to 
know their distinctive qualities, we will 
say a few words respecting each. 

Mr. Tyso thinks that one of the prin- 
ipal errors which have misled writers 


times put for a year. “On this foun- 
dation of sand,” he says, “they have 
built their fanciful and diversified theo- 
and many of them have proved no 
substantial than castles m the air ; 


unfulfilled prophecy is their adoption | 
the sentiment that a day is some-| 
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time has demolished the major part of 
them, and if Iam not greatly mistaken, 
he wiil level them ali as soon ag he 
comes up to them.” He has indeed 
exhibited in his tables such diversities 
of judgment among interpreters of 
Daniel and of John, as are adapted to 
shake, if not destroy, ail confidence in 
their expositions. His reading on these 
subjects has been extensive ; and the 
tabular views which he has given of the 
opinions of eminent writers on the 
Apocalypse, will-render material assist- 
ance to any persons who wish to ac- 
quaint themselves with what has been 
advanced by ancient and modern inves- 
tigators. It is not, however, with Mr. 
Tyso as with many, who, having’ ex- 
ploded to their own satisfaction the 
theories of others, assert their own with 
as much confidence as though they pos- 
sessed a patent of infallibility. He 
proposes his own conjectures with 
moderation and candour; yet we fear 
he has furnished a new illustration of 
the well-known truth, that it requires 
less skill to pull down twenty palaces 
than to build up one. We extract, 
with pleasure, the following paragraphs 
from his concluding sections 


‘© What a mercy it is that the most im- 
portant parts of the sacred Scriptures are 
much easier to be understood than those 
which have formed the subject of the pre- 
ceding pages. The unfulfilled prophecies 
have the veil of futurity cast over them; but 
this should not deter us from modestly in- 
quiring, ‘What shall be the end of these 
wonders?” They are things revealed, and 
therefore belong to us and our children; and 
we are encouraged te study them by a gra- 
cious promise, ‘ Blessed is he that readeth 
and they that hear the words of this pro- 
phecy, and keep those things that are writtca 
therein,’ Rev.i. 3. 

‘«T have for a long time been dissatisfied 
with the mystic view of many authors, and 
my dissatisfaction ‘has been considerably 
increased by the great diversity of their 
opinions on almost all symbolic prophecies ; 
such as the Seals, Trumpets, and Vials ; 


the two Beasts—their heads and horns, &c.” 


To exhibit this diversity of interpretations, I 
have with much labour collected and arranged 
their different systems, the contemplation of 
which I hope will be of some service to the 
students in prophecy. See the different 
tables, ‘ 
- «Tt is evident that there is a mixture of 
literal and figurative language in the prophe- 
cies ; therefore they that maintain that they 
are all literal, and they who maintain that 
ere : 3 i. gee 


* e 
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they are all: figurative, are alike unworthy of 
being our guides. With this admission and 
all the liberty of interpretation which it gives, 
there are, however, some parts of the pro- 
phecies which are hard to be understood, of 
which I have never met with an explanation 
which satisfied me, nor am I able to give one. 
I have given what I conceive to be the most 
probable, and must wait for clearer manifes- 
tations of the mind of God. We should 
receive the doctrine of the Scriptures with 
the disposition of little children, and pray 
constantly that the Spirit of truth may lead 
us into the knowledge, love, and obedience 
of all truth.”—Tyso, pp. 274, 275, 


Mr. Chauncy agrees with Mr. Tyso 
in renouncing the expectation of a mil- 
lennium previous to the visible advent 
of our Lord, and in believing that the 
predicted reign of Christ for a thousand 
years, will follow the bodily resurrec- 
tion of the saints. Before this event, 
however, he thinks it unquestionable 
that the whole world, and particularly 
the nations of Europe, are destined to 
undergo an overwhelming judgment of 
God’s wrath, which he will inflict on 
obdurate sinners for the accumulated 
and increasing guilt of ages. He 
expects also that Elijah, either the 
actual prophet of old, embodied mira- 
culously in flesh for a season, or one who 
will possess the same ardent, zealous, 
spirit—will come “to instruct and lead 
the various sects and divisions of the 
churches of God, to a full understand- 
ing of, and entire reconciliation with, 
all that regards their real interests and 
happiness in his worship and service.” 
At our Lord’s coming he supposes that 
there will be found many classes and 
individuals among mankind who will 
be neither among those who are changed 
and united with the saints of the resur- 
rection, nor destroyed with the ungodly. 
“Such may be many of God’s elect, 
whose conversion hag but just com- 
menced ; others, whose progress in 
grace has been so slow and inefficient, 
as to unfit them for the society of the 
New Jerusalem. There will also be 

‘children and others of various ages, 
whose election and final perseverance 
can be known only to God.” During 
the Millennium, also, there will be 
births and deaths of those who dwell 


called Magog, by Ezekiel, will 
the camp of the saints, the belo 
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subjugating this, they can establish a 
universal government, founded on such 
laws as the enemy of mankind shall 
have suggested. But they will be de- 
stroyed ; and then will come the second 
resurrection and final judgment. The 
following is Mr. Chauncy’s account of 
his design in this performance, which, 
whatever may be its eccentricities of 
sentiment, is amiable and devout: 


Our design, in brief, is to arrange the 
predictions which precede, and are relative 
to Christ’s second appearing, the important 
events which it involves, and the glory which 
shall follow, in that order which the sacred 
oracles seem to indicate; endeavouring 
rightly to divide the word of truth, and this 
with such undeviating sincerity as the tran- 
scendent nature of the subject demands, 

‘*We do not number ourselves with those 
who unreservedly fix the precise times or 
manner in which these predictions shall be. 
fulfilled ; because the very object of pro- 
phecy, together with its symbolic language, 
precludes the possibility of a clear and defi- 
nite solution previous to its accomplishment, 
while rational conjecture will be profitably 
exercised in the effort to unfold those events, 
whose principal characteristics, at least, are 
expressly adapted to the understandings of 
God’s people, as the analogy of faith fully 
warrants. They possess, therefore, sufficient 
perspicuity of language to awaken the most 
lively and serious attention, while their gra- 
dual fulflment unceasingly demonstrates the 
wisdom and omniscience of the eternal mind, 
and tends to confirm us in the love and 
practice of truth and holiness.” —Chauncy, p, 3. 


* Millenarianism Unscriptural” is de- 
cidedly opposed to the views which Mr. 
Tyso and Mr. Chauncy advocate. It 
is in the form of an account of conver—— 
sations between an Inquirer and an inti- - 
mate friend who had some years before 
embraced the Millenarian system. The 
Inquirer, proceeding Socratically, urges’ 
difficulties—insuperable difficulties, 
they appear to him — which prevent 
his receiving his friend’s hypothesi 
and combats, one by one, the va: 
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as high-priest at the right hand of the 
Father, is incompatible with his fature re- 
sidence on the earth, at a time when, ac- 
cording to the millenarian supposition the 
earth will be inhabited by men who will be 
in circumstances to need that advocacy 
as much as we do now ; that the Chris- 
tian economy, as at present administered, 
affords the only means announced in 
scripture for the moral renovation of the 
world ; that the millenarian theory is 
inconsistent with the scriptural account 
of the resurrection and final judgment ; 
and that the alleged pre-millennial ad- 
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vent of our Lord is at variance with his 
own testimony. The argument is sus- 
tained throughout with oreat ingenuity 
and in a lively style. To those who 
merely desire to gain a general acquaint- 
ance with the subject, or to fortify their 
minds against the suggestions of a 
millenarian acquaintance, this work is 
well adapted; while those who wish to 
study the controversy fully, examining 
the arguments of both parties may find 
in each of the three volumes many pages 
which will interest and instruct them. 
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Lectures on Rhetoric and Criticism, and on 
Subjects introductory to the Critical Study of 
the Scriptures. By the Rev, STEPHENSON 
MACGILL, D.D., Professor of Theology in 
the University of Glasgow, Edinburgh : 
8vo. pp. 421. Price 10s. 6d. Cloth. 
In the former part of this number we have 

presented our readers with one of these lec- 

tures; and, if it could be done consistently 
with our limits and with justice to the author, 
it would afford us pleasure to lay before them 
the whole. With the most cordial satisfac- 
tion we recommend the volume to our 
friends, but especially to those ministers who 
have not enjoyed a regular collegiate educa- 
tion. The subjects are, the origin and pro- 
gress of Language—the origin and progress of 

Writing—the Manuscripts of the Old Testa- 

ment—the Manuscripts of the New Testament 

_ the Versions of the Old Testament—the 
_ Versions of the New Testament—the Lan- 
_ guages of the Old and New Testament—the 
_ general ends of Writing and Public Speaking 
—the Means by which these ends may be 
best accomplished—Figures of Speech—Style 
—Imitation and imitative arts— Sacred 
Poetry—Historical Writing—Epistolary Wri- 
ting— Our Imperfect Knowledge—Discourse 
2 — Pronunciation and Delivery—the means 
of excellence in Writing and Public Speaking 
—the Duties of Ministers. These are matters 
‘on which it is highly desirable that all teach- 
‘ers of Christianity should be well informed, 

‘and we have never met with a work which 
presents them to attention, fin one volume, 
in a manner so exactly adapted to the wants 
of a student of sacred literature. The lec- 
rer evinces extensive erudition and sound 
t, and the greater part of his book is 
that it may be read with pleasure 
even by those whose literary 
of the first order. May 
suggest, th any a pastor this would 
inst Christmas present ? 


Services connected with the Opening of the 
Chapel and the Formation of the Baptist 
Church in Wellington Square, Hastings. 
Published by request. The whole proceeds of 
the publication to be applied in aid of the cost 


of the Buildings. London: 8vo. pp. 116, 
Price 2s. 6d. 

Appeal on behalf of the Baptist Coed, Hast. 
ings. 8yo. pp. 8. 


Several cireumstances distinguish the open- 
ing of the New Chapel at Hastings from 
events of the same nature which we are ac- 
customed to record. Among these are the 
disinterested zeal of the principal contributor, 
who had no very direct connexion with the 
town—the size and beauty of the structure— 
and the large number of “ chief men among 
the brethren ” who were brought together to 
assist on the occasion. The services of three 
successive days, of which an account was given 


‘in our number for June, were deeply interest- 


ing to those who were present, and they 
naturally wished to possess the discourses in 
a permanent form for their own use, and that 
the advantages derivable from them might be 
extended to others who were absent. Three 
of these addresses are contained in the pam- 
phlet at the head of this article. In the first, 
Dr. Cox illustrates the Psalmist’s excla- 
mation, ‘‘ Glorious things are spoken of thee, 
O city of God.” In the second, Mr. Davies, 
of Tottenham, vindicates the views and prac- 
tices of the Baptists in reference to the ordi- 
nance in which they differ from their brethren. 
In the third, Mr. Steane describes the Con-_ 
stitutional Principles of the Christian Church, 
which he characterizes as Catholicity, Unity, 
Subjection and Fidelity to Christ, and Spi- 
rituality. It will be seen at once that the 
pamphlet is one which it is desirable should 
be circulated among intelligent persons who 
are unacquainted with the principles of dis- 
senters, especially of Baptists. We trust that 
opportunities will be found to make good use 


— 
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of it inthis way among the visitors of Hast- 
ings, and that many elsewhere who know the 
worth of these principles will gladly aid the 
undertaking in which it originated, The 
Appeal informs us, that ‘‘The Church are 
assured by the friend who has given the 
ground, and advanced the money for erecting 
and completing the chapel, school-rooms, 
and minister’s house, which are all connected 
and inclosed together, that, provided, and so 
soon ag additional subscriptions tothe amount 
of one half of the cost shall be paid, he will 
forego the remainder of the outlay, place the 
whole premises in trust, and exonerate the 
trustees from any further claim.” 

A Memoir of Bernard Overberg, Regent of the 
Episcopal Seminary, Teacher of the Normal 
School, §c., at Munster. With a short ac- 
count of the System of National Education in 
Prussia: to which his Method of Teaching, 
his Talents and Piety were greatly con- 
ducive. From the German of PROFESSOR 
ScHUBERT. London: 12mo. pp. xxvii. 
104. Price 3s. Cloth. 

All who are engaged in tuition, whether 
professionally or as Sabbath-school teachers, 
may find in this small volume suggestions 
‘which will repay them for its perusal. Over- 
berg, though a Roman Catholic, was evi- 
dently a pious man, and his Jabours as a 
teacher of youth, and as an instructor of 
instructors, were eminently successful. The 
school at Buren, which he succeeded in 
establishing a short time before his death, 
continues, it appears, to be the government 
Normal school of the district. ‘‘ The object 
is not merely to give the information and 
knowledge which teachers require, but to 
teach them their peculiar profession of Pada- 
gogy, or the art of giving that information to 
others.” The narrative is interesting, and 
the occasional remarks of the translator are 
‘judicious, 

L’ Europe Protestante. No.1. Octobre, 1838. 
Paris: Publiée au Bureau du Journal, 
Rue_Richlieu, 95; Londres Publiée chez 
Seeley and Co,, et Vendue chez Nisbett, 
8vo. pp. 167. 

The Present State and Character of Popery in 
Europe ; with Suggestions as to the means best 
calculated to diminish its influence ; in answer 
to the question, what is the object of the New 
Paris Christian Magazine, entitled, ‘« L’ Eu- 
rope Protestante?”” Translated from the First 

Number of ‘‘L’ Europe Protestante,’” Published 
at Paris, Wondon; pp. 57. Price 1s. 
The latter of these pamphlets is a transla- |. 

‘tion of the leading article in the former, 

‘and is intended to explain the design of 

the publication in which it appears. L’Europe 

Protestante, it seems, is to be a monthly | t 


periodical in the French language, conducted 


Exclusive attachment to any party among 
Protestants is disclaimed, but the writer 
appears to think that Evangelical Episcopa- 
lians and Wesleyan Methodists have not re- 
ceived due attention from the existing Pro- 
testant Periodicals of Paris. This first num- 
ber evinces talent and information: but we 
must sce other numbers before we form a 
definitive judgment of its spirit. 


A Sermon occasioned by the Death of the Rev. 
R. S. M‘All, LL.D, Preached in Roe 
Street Chapel, Macclesfield,on Sabbath Even- 
ing, August 12,1838. By G. B. Kipp. 
Published by request. London ; 8yo. pp. St. 
An outline of Dr. M*‘All’s history and a 

portraiture of his mind, are conjoined in this 

discourse, to an able illustration of the text, ~ 

“For one star differeth from another star in 

glory: so also is the resurrection of the 

dead.” 

A Brief Memoir of the Life and Death of Mrs. 
Kemp, late of Hozton, Middlesex ; contain- 
ing an account of the Conversion and Happy - 
Death of her Son, Respectfully dedicated to 
the Church of Christ at Hoxton. London: 
12mo, pp. 66. 

Mrs. Kemp, a sketch of whose active ex- 
ertions for the benefit of her fellow-creatures 
is given in these pages, spent the principal 
part of her long life at Hoxton. Her husband 
and she were the founders ef Hoxton Acade- 
my Chapel Sunday-school, in which she sus- 
tained the office of superintendent for fifty-two 
years. She died, Sept. 9th, 1837, at the age 
of eighty-nine. The profits arising from the 
sale of this memoir are intended to be appro- 
priated to the benefit of The London Female 
Mission. 

Memoirs of Mr. Joseph Allen, of Mevagissey, 
Cornwall, By SAMUEL DUNN. London: 
1838. 12mo. pp. 174, Price 1s. 6d. 
Joseph Allen joined the Methodist Society 

at Mevagissey, his native place, when but — 

thirteen years of age, and was for many years — 

a respected local preacher in that connexion, — 

and a most warm and devoted admirer of — 

Mr. Wesley, and of all the doctrines and disci-_ 

pline of Wesleyan Methodism, ; E 
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Sacred Harmony, being a Selection of Psalm 
and Hymn Tunes, Arranged . for Three 
Voices (Two Treblesanda Bass). No. 1. 
Price 2d. 
The Separate Treble Parts of the Tunes con- 
tained in‘‘Sacred Harmony.” No.1. Price 2d. 
This publication, No, 2 of which is an- 
nounced for the 1st of December, is intended 
to facilitate Sabbath-school instruction in 
singing, by furnishing in a cheap form copies 
of popular tunes. The contents of No. I are 
Abridge, Reuben, Lydia, King Street, Miriam, 
Creation, Evening Hymn, and Bolton. 
The Minister's Family, By a Country Minister. 
Edinburgh: 16mo. pp. 328. Price 5s. 
Cloth. 
sn assurance is given in the preface, that 
“there is not a character attempted to be 
drawn, or an event of any importance nar- 
rated, which is not an exact transcript of 
some character or event that occurred within 
the range of the authors own knowledge.” 
If this be true, and every thing in the work 
would induce confidence in the writer’s decla- 
ration, the skill with which the different parts 
are joined together and blended into one nar- 
rative, is very great. The early decease of 
the devoted pastor—the difficulties encoun- 
tered by his widow and children—the protec- 
tive care of the Father of the fatherless—and 
the benefits which accrue from judicious 
training and maternal prudence, are por- 
trayed in a manner which cannot be read 
without emotion, and which have drawn tears 
“from eyes which do not readily shed them. 
~The ‘‘ Country Minister’’ is attached to his 
own church, the established church of Scot- 
land, and has contrived to make his story 
favourable to it; yet, if he strives, we must 
admit that he strives lawfully, _We cannot 
“blame him for bringing to view the brightest 
specimens that he can find, and telling his 
tale in the manner best adapted to recommend 
‘ “his own sentiments. But though such people 
~~ as are here described may be found in an ec- 
rg clesiastical establishment, no ecclesiastical 
‘ establishment can of itself produce such 
= people. It is their genuine piety thatrenders 
f ‘the scene attractive, and the piety is a7ci- 
t ‘dental, not an essential part of the system. 
- Observations on the Preservation of Health in 
Infancy, Youth, Manhood, and Age: with 
the best means of improving the moral and 
physical condition of man. By JOHN HAR- 
RISON CuRTIS, Esa., Author of ‘‘ Observa- 
tions on the Preservation of Sight,” “ On the 
Preservation of Hearing,” &¢., §e+ London: 
pp. 128. Cloth. Price 3s. 6d. 
__. An engraving of the family of Mr. West, 
__ - exhibiting to view a venerable. and healthy 
looking great grandfather, with the grand- 
. father, the father, the mother, and the two 
children, adorns this volume, which inculcates 
attention to the means by which life is pro- 
longed, and the avoidance of. those evils which 


abridge its duration and utility. It is a judi- 
cious, practical work, and deserves the atten- 
tion of all classes of the community. Too 
much currency cannot be given, for example, 
to the well established statement, that 
‘The weekly cessation from the toils of busi- 
ness, which is generally observed in Christian 
countries on the first day of the week, is a 
practice at least as conducive to the welfare of 
the body as of the soul; and it is one which 
will be more inviolably kept, when men be- 
come better acquainted with the conditions on 
which their health depends. Nothing could 
be more inexpedient, as regards the present 
interests of mankind, than the abandonment 
of this practice, viewing it as a matter of 
political economy ; for there can be no doubt 
that the capacity for labour is increased by 
occasional rest from it ; and that if every day 
in the year were devoted to labour, the pro- 
duce of that labour would be less than it is 
at present.” 

Cornelius the Centurion. By F. A. KRUMMA- 

CHER, D.D. Translated from the German, 
_ With Notes and a Biographical Notice of the 

Author, by the Rev. John W. Ferguson, 

A.M., Minister of St. Peter’s Episcopal 

Chapel, Edinburgh. Edinburgh: pp. 210. 

Price 4s, Cloth. 

The lively imagination and devotional 
spirit of Dr. Krummacher’s writings render 
them pleasant to a large portion of the com- 
munity. We have no doubt that Cornelius 
the Centurion will be acceptable to the pub- 
lic; but we must say, that it is not worthy to 
be Vol. XXII. of the Biblical Cabinet. The 
publisher; of that series of erudite perform- 
ances deserves the thanks of theological stu- 
dents for the valuable assistance he bas 
afforded them ; but it is very little real aid 
which such readers will derive from the vol- 


ume before us. Perhaps this work was 


inserted merely to fill up a vacancy occasioned 

by the delay of other translators; but if it is 

a specimen of what the Biblical Cabinet is to 

be in future, we shall greatly regret the 

alteration. 

Dionysius Longinus on the Sublime ; chiefly 
from the text of Weiske ; with English Ex- 
planatory Notes and Copious Indexes. By 
D. B. Hickiz, LL.D., Head Master of 
Archbishop Sandy’s Grammar- School, Hawks- 
head. For the Use of Schools and Colleges. 
London: 8vo. pp.129. Price 5s. _ Cluth. 
Lovginus was a Platonic philosopher and 


_rhetorician of the third century, who taught 
at Athens, and. subsequently at the court of 


Zenobia, Queen of the East, who had pre- 


-vailed upon him to quit Greece, and under- 


take the education of her sons. Of his nu- 
merous works, the treatise on Sublimity of 


Style is the only one that has survived the 


ravages of time, but that has been cnough to 
preserve to him in all subsequent ages, the re- 
putation and title. of the Prince of Critics. In 


“i 
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these since we received them, but it may be 
sufficient to’ say that they are all published 
under the sanction of the Committee of the 
Religious Tract Society. 


his edition, the Greek text is printed in a } 
clear, bold type, and the copious English 
notes are adapted to facilitate the student’s 
perusal of the work, and to supply him with 
the additional information which he needs to 
elucidate the meaning of the author. 

What is Baptism? The Substance of a Ser- 
mon, preached May 27, 1838, by the REV. 
MoRTLOCK DANIELL, Minister at Beulah 
Chapel, Ramsgate. London: 8vo. pp. 
27. 

A spirited defence’ of baptism as an! ordi- 
nance, which Jesus Christ has dignified by 
his own example—an ordinance of perpetual 
obligation—an ordinance restricted to believ- 
ers—an ordinance only duly administered by 
immersion—and an ordinance entirely at 
variance with infant-sprinkling. 

Times of Refreshing from the Presence of the 
Lord. A Pastoral Letter to the church of 
Christ meeting at Lion Street, Walworth, 
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INTELLIGENCE. 


AMERICA. 


RESULT OF ROMAN CATHOLIC EXERTIONS IN 
THE UNITED STATES. 


The American Baptist Home Mission- 
ary Society in its last Quarterly Paper, 
gives the following view of this very in- 
teresting subject. 

The movements of the Roman Catho- 
lics in this country, their strength, de- 
signs, and prospects, have elicited much 
thought and feeling for afew years past. 
At present there is, in the minds of some, 
an apprehension that a false alarm has 
been given; that the dangers to which 
we were exposed were greatly magni- 
fied, and that too, for private and selfish 
ends. As Home Missions have ever 
stood connected with this subject, we 
beg leave to offer a few reflections. In 
the first place, it is quite possible there 
may have been too much panie on this 
subject. We are a Protestant people, 
and have until lately, known Catholics 
only at a distance, and through history. 
All at once, apparently, it was disco- 
vered that they were coming to our 
shores by hundreds of thousands—that 
their priests were coursing through our 
land, erecting churches, establishing 
nunneries, schools and colleges, and 
making efforts worthy of a better cause, 
to proselyte our citizens. We learned 
from foreign journals and _ travellers, 
what were their plans, resources, and 
expectations, in respect to this country ; 
we also heard their boasts of certain 
victory. In these circumstances, it is 
not surprising that the public mind 
should be greatly excited, or that the 
cause of danger should be magnified. 
Nor would it be surprising if some 
men, discovering this state of feeling, 
should avail themselves of the opportu- 


nity afforded them to profit by the 


publication of frightful, perhaps ficti- 
tious accounts. But in the second 
place, all,this does not prove that there 
was no real danger to our civil and re- 
ligious liberties. Nor does it prove men 


either unwise or wicked if all they 
apprehend has not been realized. This 


very excitement of which complaint is 
made, this panic, if you please, may 


have prevented the result feared, The 
Catholics have not succeeded as they 
expected, nor as we feared they would, 
as will be seen by the following state- 
ment, taken from the Pioneer of Illinois: 
** An impression has gone abroad that 
Roman Catholic priests are successful 
in making proselytes from the Protes- 
tant to the Catholic faith. This cannot 
be the case to any alarming extent. 
“That persons, especially females, 
making no pretensions to religion, other- 
wise than being born and educated in a 
Protestant country, without any religi- 
ous training, have become Catholics 
from the officious intercourse of priests, 
or other social influence of Catholic 
ladies, and that young girls at nunnery 
and boarding schools have been seduced 
to the fascinating forms of Catholic 
worship, to some extent, is undoubt- 
edly true. And a very few instances 
of persons who had previously professed 
religion in some Protestant denomina- 
tion, of peculiar mental tendencies, have 
become bigoted Catholics, A few con- 
versions were made during the preva- 
lence of the cholera in St. Louis and 
St. Charles in 1832 and ’83 after col~ 
lapse and insensibility had occurred, by 
the performance of Catholic ceremonials 
on the part of the priests. But all their 
modes of conversion, probably, do not 
equal the conversions and professions 
to evangelical religion from Roman 
Catholics. We know of more than fifty 
such conversions in one small district 
of country in Missouri, more than half 
of whom united with Baptist churches, 
and one is now a Baptist minister and 
Home missionary. Conversions from 
Catholics are so common as to excite 
no surprise amongst Baptists or Metho- 


dists, and they are hardly ever men- 


tioned in distinction from other cases. 
“The increase of Catholics in the 
Great Valley is to be attributed wholly - 
to emigration from Europe, and even 
such emigrants stand a far better 
chance to become Jiberalized than if 
they remained in their native countries.” 
Now, what shall weinfer from all this ; 
that those who sounded the trump of 
alarm were either mistaken on the sub- 
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ject, or by design, attempted to impose 
upon the public? Or, may we not 
rather suppose that God has blessed the 
efforts, and heard the prayers of his 
people to avert the anticipated calam- 
ity? We will allow the Catholics, 
through one of their bishops, to give 
the reason of their disappointment and 
slow progress. It is a part of his re- 
port to the archbishop of Vienna. The 
remarks were made with special refer- 
ence to Ohio. 


‘This State has now above a million of 
inhabitants, among whom are numerous Ger- 
mans, both Catholics and Protestants, and by 
daily emigration their numbers are every 
year fast increasing. The numberless secta- 
ries of the innumerable various sects select 
the landing-places for their churches, Our 
Catholic brethren are thus, on their first 
stepping foot upon the soil of Ohio, fallen 
upon by these wolves, who harass and tease 
them with the usual arguments of error, and 
with flattering friendship tempt them to deny 
their divine faith. Protestant emissaries also 
traverse every corner of the land, scattering 
lying stories of every kind against Catholics 
and their holy institutions. Besides this, the 
Lutherans and Calvinists have many well en- 
dowed seminaries, and what is still worse, 
innumerable free schools, in which the youth 
of both sexes have put into their hands tracts 
on politics, religion, history, &c., whereby 
their tender minds are prejudiced against the 
Catholics, so that the scarcely lisping child 
learns excellently well his whole religion, 
which consists in this: that Catholics are 
men who must be hated and persecuted. In 
this city alone, this year, were erected twenty- 
five colossal buildings (called free schools, ) in 
which gratuitous instruction is given. -It was 
a capital plan for Protestants, but. oppressive 
toCatholics, The former place their last hope 
for the spread of their error in the education 
of youth, which is doubtless a well founded 
principle, and in the not altogether mistaken 
hope, that the poorer Catholics, of whom 
there are so many here, will send their child- 
ren to these free schools. Then would they 
triumph over these innocent little ones ! 

«‘Many tears have. I wept, and passed 
many sleepless nights, devising means to 
counteract this palpable evil.” 


Well, then, had it not have been for 
the Protestant emissaries, that is, the 
missionaries of the Presbyterian, the 
Methodist, the Episcopal, and the Bap- 
tist Home Mission societies ; had it not 
have been for the activity of private 
Christians in meeting the emigrant as he | 


landed on our shores with the Bible in 


_ their hand ; and had it not have been for 


the free-school system, that “ palpable 
evil,” our worst fears might have been 
realized! Let us not say, then, that 
there was no need of the effort, but 
thank God that he has blessed our efforts 
to such a gratifying extent. 

There is a great danger now lest a 
part of the community should lapse into 
indifference on this subject, or rather 
join their influence with the Catholics. 
Extremes follow each other. Having 
been, as is supposed, too much excited, 
there is danger that excitement and 
principle together should be abandoned. 
Two or three things should be remem- 
bered. First, it has not been ascer- 
tained that the Protestant community 
were in the least mistaken in regard to 
the plans and designs of the Romanists 
upon this country. Second, Romanism 
remaining the same as in past ages, the 
evils that would fall upon us in the 
event of their success, have never been 
exaggerated. Third, though they have 
been retarded, and have met with unex- 
pected hinderances, especially in the 
vigilance that has been awakened, they 
have not abandoned, nor in the least 
swerved from their original purpose. 
They are still animated with hope. The 
following paragraph from the “ Truth 
Teller,” a Catholic paper published in 
this city (July 14, 1838) is worthy of a 
place here, as illustrative of our remarks. 
It seems that five converts had been re- 
ceived into a Catholic church in Brook- 
lyn, whereupon it is said : 

«They have joined that church to which 
the Redeemer promised infallability, and 
sealed his promise with his blood—that 
church, which has stood the waste of time 
and the wreck of empires, mid the stormy 
revolutions of nineteen centuries—a stupen- 
dous monument of Divine power and a mi- 
raculous fulfilment of the divine promise, that 
the ‘ Gates of hell should not prevail against 
her.’ 

“Tt cannot but be gratifying to the Cath- 
olic, to see the religion for which he has to 
suffer so much, progress with such steady 
step, and to behold the marked triumph of 
Catholic missionary zeal in the teemi - 
yard of our youthful, but onward 
Though sectarian virulence has ex its 
strength, and wasted all its inventive energies 
in the infatuated effort 


has aimed at it the last 
her quiver, yet have 
hy 
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over the surface of our beloved country, pene- 
trating the heart of the forest, and evange- 
lizing the untutored breast of the wild inha- 
bitant. 

x *% * * 

“Yes, though assailed.on every side, and 
by every species of weapon, she lifts her 
venerable head above the skies, her native 
home. We hail with joy these fresh acces 
sions to our Catholic ranks, 

«If we can judge of the future from the 
past, we would assert with confidence that the 
day is not distant, when Catholicity will 
claim the same reverence in this, as it does 
at the other side of the Atlantic—when people 
will not feel ashamed to profess it, because of 
the strange and unnatural portraits given to it 
by its enemies, and the hard names and 
offensive epithets dealt out to its followers. 

«“‘The day will assuredly come, when the 
religion of a Wallace, a Bruce, a Moore, and 
a Fenelon, will be respected in America.” 


Are we to look upon this merely as a 
_ kind of 


Whistling aloud to keep their spirits up,” 


- or is ita candid avowal of their expec- 
tations? The latter doubtless ; and we 
should be apprised of it. But suppose 
there is no danger, should Protestants 
feel indifferent to the spiritual welfare of 
so large a body of men as they are, 
thrown in upon our shores by the provi- 
dence of God? We are constrained to 

’ regard them as without evangelical hope, 
and without God in the world. If we 
think it expedient to send missionaries 

_ to Catholic countries, should we neglect 

them when they are brought to our 

doors? We have no doubt the priests 
find it difficult-to keep their deluded 
subjects under a total eclipse of igno- 

-rance in this country. This will be 

more difficult in regard to their children ; 

and by faithful and prayerful efforts, we 
doubt not that that unhappy commu- 
nion may be emancipated into the liberty 

_ of the true sons of God. 
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ward? What will at first 
sngth completely transform, 


545 


polities; but Christianity? What will 
establish and maintain the great principles 
of social government, but the still greater 
principles of divine government? Look 
at Great Britain and the United States, and 
say if the Christians who have, in the one 
case, procured the emancipation of the 
slaves, or those who are making efforts to 
obtain it in the other, have done wrong in 
meddling with politics. 

This error, however, appears to proceed 
from a desire to avoid one of an opposite 
tendency, which prevailed at the time of the 
reformation, and of which the fruits were 
bitter. Then, far from thinking that poli- 
tics should not be made to subserve the 
lawful demands of religion, it was even 
attempted to make religion subservient to 
the ambitious interests of politics. In 
some countries, if not in all, the learned 
made use of religion to influence the still 
ignorant, or but partially enlightened mass, 
to their own advantage, and the conse- 
quence was, that where the reformers es- 
poused the quarrels, either of the nobles or 
the people, they became associated with the 
changes of the political drama of the period. 
In no part were the reverses more disas- 
trous to them than in Belgium; and in no 
country was.a more decided political colour 
given to the wars of religion. Was not the 
spirit which animated the Protestants of 
those days preparing their future ruin? 
Let the wise of this world deny, in this in- 
stance, the relation of cause and effect, the 
Christian will always acknowledge in it 
that of crime and chastisement. Spain, 
which seems to have most thoroughly pos. 
sessed and systematized the dreadful science 
of persecution, extended her influence 
throughout the low countries. If she 
sought not to bring every- thought volun. 
tarily captive to the obedience of Christ, 
she had at least the sad honour of crushing 


every intellectual faculty beneath the forced | 


yoke. of the Pope. The Duke of Alba 
feared not, but-even gloried in avowing that 
he had, by his own means, caused seventy 
thousand of these heretics to perish, Those 
who preferred exile with religious liberty, 
to their own country with slavery and hypo- 


crisy, sought elsewhere a land where their. 


faith was not treated asacrime. Holland 
which since—but then it understood the 
rights 


them ; now called  Bel- 


and what is 


| gium was, and long remained, the prey 
of Rome. 
through towns which now display unequi- 
‘ | vocal tokens of the darkest. Popery, but 
at will sweeten the waters of | 


The heart is grieved in passing 


which formerly contained so many reform- 
ers, that in Brussels, for example, in 1581, 


‘the Roman worship was entirely suspended. 


And one shudders at the thought that this 


change is not owing to the peaceable dis- 
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of conscience— Holland received — 
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cussion of conscientious opinions, but to the 
axe of the executioner. The writer of these 
lines has visited, at Kilvorde, the place 
where the celebrated Tyndal was put to 
death, whose only crime was having been 
the first to publish the New Testament in 
the vulgar tongue, 

Until the year 1830, the cause of reform 
in Belgium was almost imperceptible; we 
cannot say that it has always been on the 
decrease, because it was impossible that any 
further decrease could take place. In a 
few towns, the foreigners, who always abound 
in this country, had obtained pastors. The 
Dutch troops under William had also some 
chaplains, but national Protestantism was 
extinct, or nearly so. A minister who, 
during a residence of four years at Brussels, 
has been instrumental in receiving into the 
Reformed church in that city more than 
sixty Roman Catholics, on his first arrival 
could discover but one Belgic Protestant in 
the metropolis of Belgium, after a most 
diligent search, and this person had become 
so through personal choice, at the age of 
maturity. There were doubtless children 
of Protestant strangers settled in the coun- 
try, many Germans, English, and Swiss, 
but of Protestant Belgians, born of Protestant 
Belgian parents, we do not believe that 
there was one. Out of Brussels, it is true, 
the labours of some faithful foreign minis- 
ters had been blessed for several years, At 
Paturages, near Mons, and the French fron- 
tier, the pastor, Mons. Devismes, of France, 
had had pleasing fruits to his ministry ; 
the Dutch pastor, Mons. Gedkop, at Ghent, 
had also sown the seeds of life. At 
Brussels, even, the labours of the worthy 
Mons. Merle, of Aubigny, had been blessed, 
particularly to strangers. But it is espe- 
cially since the year 1830, that the work of 
the Lord has made an encouraging progress 
in Belgium. The circumstances which pre- 
pared the way for it are sufficiently curious 
to deserve notice. 

The causes which led to the separation of 
Holland and Belgium are little known, A 
very extraordinary union between the ex- 
treme liberals and the Roman clergy over- 
threw the throne of Nassau. That the 
Catholic party and the liberals had not the 
same motives for enmity against the reign- 
ing dynasty will be readily admitted ; and 
an ordinary measure of sagacity may divine 
the causes of the animosity of a Roman 
clergy towards a Protestant king. But as 
it was evident that the liberal party would 
not greatly sympathise with the religious 
feuds of the priests, the latter dilated most 
pointedly upon the want of liberty; com- 
mon ground on which the two oppositions 
might unite. The union of the priests and 
the liberals could not offer very solid gua- 
rantees to mutual confidence, and the 
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cunning leaders of the two parties actually 
did what Cicero could not conceive that 
two augurs, looking at each other, could 
avoid doing. The liberals accepted the 
assistance of the elergy against the common 
enemy, and the days of July at Paris ar- 
rived just at the appointed time, to facilitate 


the business. The Belgie revolution took 
place; a new and independent kingdom 
was established; the constitution was 
changed. But events had proceeded more 
quickly and differently from what had been 
intended, “Man moves,” LEossuet has 
said, “but God leads him.” It was neces- 
sary to receive a Protestant king ; and on 
the discussion of the principles of the new 
constitution, the liberals compelled the 
Catholics to unite with them. The pro- 
fessions of the latter were of too recent a 
date to allow of an open renunciation—they 
could not reject to-day that for which they 
yesterday demanded a revolution; besides, 


though oppression be the favourite instru- 
ment of Rome, liberty may, at an extremity, 
be made the means for the accomplishment 
of its designs. Every thing depends upon 
the manner of using it, and with this conso- 
lation the clergy flattered themselves in 
the prospect of making it subserve their 
purposes. In short, the pavement was 
seareely replaced, their heads were hot, 
they had talked so much of liberty that it 
was now necessary to grant it, the liberals 
recounted the recent promises, and ener- 
getically demanded their fulfilment, it was 
requisite to yield. A constitution was 


voted, a constitution, the principles of which 
were a thousand times more liberal—thanks 
to the cireumstances—than the legislators 
‘who framed it. 

In fact, the three fundamental liberties of 
worship, of the press, and of instruction, 
are granted to the Belgie nation, unrestrained 
by any kind of shackle. The customs, 
which are not certainly of so exalted a cha- 
racter as the laws, may still, in some re- 
spects, especially in religious matters, oppose 
the full exercise of these rights, but then 
it is illegal despotism, the tyranny of opinion, — 
and not of the code, and in every place 
where there is intelligence and firmness — 
on the part of the citizens, there is also full _ 
enjoyment of those rights, which weakness” 
and ignorance will willingly yield to a_ 
party always ready to withhold them, though © 
it dare not take them from those who appeal _ 
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Catholics, as well as a number of faithful Pro- 
testants, of all denominations and countries, 
the first church, not salaried by the state, 
was founded there by him. At the same 
time an agent was deputed by the British 
Bible Society to form societies, either 
national or auxiliary. Soon after, a tract 
society was also established. To this we 
arg indebted for the “‘Chemin de fer,” 
“ Comment vous portez vous?” &e., &e. 

The labours of the Bible Society at first 
proceeded very slowly, but the London 
Society generously resolved to distribute 
the New Testament in Flemish and French, 
at the price of half a franc, which is about 
a third of what it costs the society. To 
this measure may be attributed the immense 
distribution which has taken place, and still 
continues to a very pleasing extent. We 
must here bear testimony to the zeal and 
activity of Mr. Tiddy, the English agent, 
who has the direction of the colporteurs, 
whose weak state of health even cannot 
cool his ardour in this good cause. The col- 
porteurs have had much to suffer, for as we 
have already seen, the law which protects 
them is administered by persons who hate 
them, and who, with culpable lenity towards 
those who raise the fanatical crowd against 
them, leave almost unpunished the lawless 
violence of which they are too frequently 
the victims. As to the rest, here, as often 
elsewhere, this blind hatred has served the 
eause which it would injure, by awakening 
curiosity and interest, and many copies have 
been circulated, the sale of which is owing 
to the unwise hostility of the clergy. The 
church of Rome must surely be convinced 
that with regard to persecutions, half mea- 
sures and moderate language are unfayour- 
able, its interests leave it no choice between 
real toleration and the inquisition. 

If the reformers have sought, by paying 
attention to the signs of the times, to ad- 
vance the kingdom of God, the Catholics 


have not been backward in availing them- 


selves of circumstances, to promote the 
Rid of a 
dynasty which opposed their encroachments, 
they had thought to arrive speedily at 
power and dominion in the state, the con- 
stant aim of incorrigible Jesuits; but this 
rash design, betrayed by imprudent under- 
hand devices, has opened the eyes of a 
liberal opposition, who advocate the diffu- 
sion of light. Lately also, an unfortunate 
enterprise against the freemasons has shown, 
even to the least penetrating, that the power 
of the clergy has attained its height, and is 
already on the decline, for the consequence 
of this violent attack upon an inoffensive 
society, has been the formation of new 


lodges, and the admission of new members’ 


into those which already existed. 


We would speak of the respective future 
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prospects of the two communions in Belgium 
but we must postpone this subject and the 
details which it involves, till the next num- 
ber. We have now only room for a bare 
list, which is far from complete, though we 
believe it to be exact. 

The English worship has chapels and 
English ministers at Brussels, Ostend, Spa, 
Tournay, Bruges, and Antwerp. The re. 
formed and Lutheran churches have places 
of worship and ministers preaching either in 
French, German, or Dutch, at Brussels, Ant- 
werp, Leige, Tournay, Ghent, and Dour. 
There are besides, several churches connected 
with the synod of Holland, but they are in 
Limburg and Luxemburg, a contested territo- 
ty. Inshort, religious worship, not supported 
by the state, is established at Mons, Liege, 
Genoal, Bouverie, and at Brussels. In this 
last city there are two places of worship. 
The latest established is the dissenting 
chapel, small, but well attended, of which 
M. Louride is pastor. The other, not 
dissenting, was the first founded at Brus- 
sels, of which we have already spoken. 

But it is with special interest that we 
regard the erection of M. Boucher’s chapel. 
The existence of this chapel, and the suc- 
cessful efforts of its founder must attract 
the attention of the friends as well as the 
enemies of religious liberty. The former 
have every thing to hope, and the latter 
every thing to’ fear, from the toleration so 
perfectly enjoyed in Belgium. Let our 
friends, however, understand that liberty 
does not work miracles, Itis not the revo- 
lution of 1830 which has opened the eyes 
of the misled sons of superstition at Brus- 
sels, but the labours of a true Christian, 
who heard a voice saying, “I have prepared 
the field, I have ripened the corn, all is 
ready for the harvest.” He has entered 
this field to labour, not to content himself 
with a mere admiration of what the hand of 
God has done. 

Thanks to the assistance of our good 
friends of the United States of America, 
our little flock of believers has erected, in 
less than four years, a charming chapel, on 
the most frequented bouleyard of the 
city. This structure proves that Protes- 
tant simplicity is not opposed to good 
taste in religious architecture. We assisted 
at the opening of this chapel. A great 
number of citizens attended to hear the 
clear and profound interpretation of the 
holy gospels. It was curiosity, it will be 
said, nothing but curiosity. It may be so; 
but for ten months has this curiosity brought 
regularly the same crowd to listen to these 
evangelical instructions, and examples are 
not rare in which this frivolous sentiment 
has been replaced by one more serious and 
divine. We ask pardon for devoting so 
much space to a single church when the 
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whole of Belgium is before us, We joy- 
fully perceive the star of hope rising upon 
thiskingdom. We feel assured that the light 
is about to shine upon this country, so long 
deprived of a true knowledge of the gospel. 
The greater part of those who frequent this 
church are, or were, Roman Catholics. 
There is a special service for Catholics who 
are inquiring after truth. The expenses of 
worship, and all pertaining to it, are defrayed 
by means of the voluntary contributions of 
the congregation, and without the intervens 
tion of a committee. The Lord’s Supper 
is administered four times a year, as in the 
Protestant church of France. At the last 
celebration, in the month of September, 
seven persons were admitted into commu- 
nion. Thus while the work is making so 
much progress in the souls of men, it in- 
spires the respect and confidence of those 
who are without, and deserves the regard 
of all who are interested in the great cause 
of religion. 
L’ Europe Protestante. 


PLAN OF A GENERAL UNION FOR THE 
PROMOTION OF RELIGIOUS EQUALITY. 


PROVISIONAL COMMITTEE: 


J. Morley, Jun., 
Richard Peek, 
Thomas, Pewtress, 
Thomas Price, D.D., 
Rev. A. Reed, D.D., 
Isaac Sewell, 

Rey. Edw. Steane, 
Edward Smith, 

Rey. A. Tidman, 
Rey. Algernon Wells, 
Thomas Wilson, 
Joshua Wilson, 
Joseph Wontner, . 
Rev. J. Young, A. M. 


Samuel Baylis, 

Rey. J. Blackburn, 

W. T.. Blair, 

Robt. Bousfield, 

T. H. Boykett, 

Rev. J, Burnet, 

Thomas Challis, - 

T. M. Coombs, 

Josiah Conder, 

Rey. F. A. Cox, D.D, 
LL. D. 

Rey. J. Hinton, M.A, 

Roger Lee, 

J.R. Mills, 

Rey. T. Morell, 


FUNDAMENTAL RESOLUTIONS ; 


I. That_it is the paramount duty, and 
therefore the inalienable right, of every 
man, to worship his Creator and Redeemer 
according to his religious convictions of the 
Divine will, as expressed in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, the only authoritative rule of ihith. 

Il. That to compel any one to contribute 
to the support of religious rites of which he 
disapproves, or of the ministers of a church 
from which he conscientiously dissents, is 
manifestly unjust, and at variance with the 
spirit and principles of Christianity, 

Ill. That state establishments, by whicli 
any particular church or sect is: selected as 
the object of political favour and + age, 
and its clergy are invested with exclusive 
rights and secular pre-eminence,-inyolve a 
violation of equity towards other denomi- 


nations, create serious impediments to the ' 
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propagation of the gospel, render the reli- 
gious union of Protestants impracticable, and 
are the oceasion of inevitable social discord. 


GENERAL OBJECTS: 


ist. To secure an efficient co-operation 
between the friends of religious liberty in 
the British Empire. in defence of their com- 
mon rights and privileges. 

2nd. To provide and maintain an effective 
agency for watching the progress of legis- 
lation in its bearings upon the interests of 
religious liberty; and for opposing, by all 
legitimate means, the passing of bills, or 
clauses of bills, infringing upon the rights 
of conscience, as well as fer procuring the 
introduction and support of such bills as 
may be necessary to remedy existing griey- 
ances, 

3rd. To obtain and diffuse information, 
especially among Members of Parliament, 
relating to any pending question involving 
religious considerations; to undertake the 
publication, when necessary, of papers or 
tracts, explaining or vindicating the funda- 
mental principles of this union; to pro- 
mote, in case of any urgent occasion, 
petitions to parliament ; and to facilitate any 
general demonstration of public opinion in 
fayour of such principles. 

4th. To collect, arrange, and preserve 
statistical returns, parliamentary papers, 
and other documents bearing upon the re- 
ligious liberties of the community ; and to 
provide a depository for records of the same 
description, as well as a registry of legal 
cases and decisions affecting such interests. 

5th. To afford legal advice and aid to any 
parties exposed to injustice and persecution 
on account of their asserting the rights of 
conscience. 

6th. To correspond with Missionaties and 
others in the British colonies, whose cir- 
cumstances may require the interposition of 
the government at home, or of the Imperial 


| Parliament 


7th. To co-operate, by information or 
advice, in promoting the return to Parlia- 
ment of suitable representatives, attached ~ 


| to the principles of religious liberty, and 


entitled to the confidence of the religious 
public. 

8th. To aid in promoting the extension 
of religious liberty throughout the world. 

RULES: 

1. That in order to secure a cordial un- 
derstan: and effective | co-op 
between all parties in this’ coun 


-con- 
cerned for the general objects Dicern 

a central committee be = 

clations, according to regulations 
specified ; 1 their meetings in the 
metropo “power to elect a 

man, trea! other necessary offi. — 
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2. That every local committee or association 
formed for the objects of this union, and 
recognizing its fundamental principles, shall, 
upon contributing annually a sum not less 
than £5, nominate two deputies ; of whom 
one shall be ordinarily resident in the me- 
tropolis, and pledged to attend the meet- 
ings of the committee, and oue resident in 
the town or district by which he is nomi- 
nated, to act generally as a corresponding 
member, but with the right to attend and 
vote at all meetings of the central com- 
mittee; the two deputies being in corre- 
spondence witb each other. 

3. That as it igs just and proper that local 
committees, représenting the larger masses 


‘of population in the principal towns, cities, 


and districts, should possess a corresponding 
influence in the central committee, every 
such local committee, contributing not less 
than £30 annually to the general fund, shall 
be empowered to nominate a third deputy. 
4. That any local committee or association, 
formed for the objects of this union, that 
may be unable, or shall decline, to nominate 
a deputy resident in London, as a member 
of the central committee, shall, on subscrib- 
ing £2 annually, be invited to correspond 
with the central committee, and shall thereby 
be considered as a branch of this union, 


* entitled to such information, and active co- 


operation as may be required. 

5. That an annual meeting of the central 
committee shall be convened in the month 
of April or May, to which all corresponding 
members shall be invited, at which the 
auditors shall give in their report, and the 
treasurer, secretary or secretaries, two 
auditors, &c., be chosen for the year en- 
suing. Every local committee shall trans- 
mit tothe secretary or secretaries, previously 
to this meeting, a report, nominating its 
deputies for the year ensuing. 

6. That the central committee shall be 
empowered to appoint standing sub-com- 
mittees of their own body for specific pur- 
poses, who shall report, from time to time, 
to the central committee; that they shall 
form by-laws for their own government and 
that of the sub-committees; and that they 
shall, on the requisition of any twelye mem- 
bers, call an extraordinary general meeting 
of the body, within twenty-one days of the 
date of the delivery of such requisition to 
their secretary or secretaries, for the time 
being, to which the corresponding members 


shall be invited, as in the case of the annual 


meeting. 

Messrs. Josiah Conder and T. H. Boykett 
act as honorary secretaries to the provincial 
committee, and communications may be 
addressed to them at 5, Bolt Court, Fleet 
Street. — : 4 


| NEW ASSOCIATION IN CAMBRIDGTSHIRE. 
An association of Baptist churches was 
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| formed at the New Baptist meeting-house, 
Soham, Cambridgeshire, on the first day of 
August, 1838, when sermons were preached 
by the brethren Rootham, of Willingham, 
and Harris, of Landbeach, ‘The afternoon 
was spent in prayer. The congregations 
were good, and the services were pleasing 
and profitable. The churches associated 
are Haddenham, Landbeach,  Littleport, 
Soham, Wilburton, and. Willingham. 


Me GREAT GRIMSBY, 


On Thursday, June 14, a new Baptist 
chapel was opened at Great Grimsby, Lin- 
colnshire, ‘for the use of the church and 
congregation under the care of the Rey. S, 
Marston. Two sermons were preached in 
the morning and evening by the Rev. J. E. 
Giles, of Leeds, and one in the afternoon by 
the Rev. C. Daniell, of Hull. Sermons 
were also preached on the following sab- 
bath by the Rey. B. Evans, of Scarborough, 
and a social tea-meeting was held on the 
Monday evening. Much interest was ex- 
cited by the various services, the congre- 
gations were good, and the collectiong 
liberal. The cause was commenced —at 
Grimsby, in the year 1822, a small chapel 
was erected in the following year, and 
opened Nov. 4, by the late Rev. A. Green- 
wood, of Killingholme, and the Rev. J. 
Macpherson, at that time pastor of the 
church in~Salthouse Lane, Hull. Owing 
to a variety of discouraging circumstances, 
a chureh was not formed before Aug, 29, 
1826, when six persons were united toge- 
ther in the bonds of the gospel. Shortly 
after the formation of the church, the pre- 
sent minister was invited to the pastorate, 
which he accepted ; the Lord was graciously 
pleased to bless his labours, a visible im- 
proyement was perceptible in the congrega- 
tion, and, at the close of the year a gallery 
was erected. The additional room was in a 
little time insufficient to accommodate the 
persons who applied for seat-rents ; but the 
poverty of the people prevented them from 
making any more efforts to enlarge their 
borders, though urged to it by the ministers 
in the country, and by others who knew the 
circumstances. As applications for seats kept 
increasing, the want of room was more and 
more felt, and it was at length determined, 
after much prayer toGod for direction, to take 
down the former chapel, and to build one on 
a larger scale, with three galleries. By 
this step a debt has been incurred amount- 
ing to £800, towards the liquidation of 
which, about £140 have been raised, and for 
» the remainder the friends are still dependent 
on the fiberality of the religious public. 
Contributions will be thankfully received 
and gratefully acknowledged by the Rey. S, 
Marston, Great Grimsby, and by any of the 
Baptist ministers in the Lincolnshire agso- 
ciation. 
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“NEW CHAPELS. 
SHORTWOOD, GLOUCESTERSHIRE, 


The new and enlarged meeting-house was 
opened on Wednesday, Sept. 12th, and the 
services on that occasion were of the most in- 
teresting and delightful character. The remark- 
ably fine weather being highly favourable to the 
attendance of distant friends, there were pre- 
sent members from sixty other religious socie- 
ties. The services were solemn, the congrega- 
tions large, and the contributions liberal. The 
preachers on the Wednesday, were Dr, Lief- 
child, Mr. Lomas (Wesleyan), and Mr. C. E. 
Birt, A.M. ; and on the Lord’s-day following, 
Mr. Mursell, of Leicester, and Dr. Liefchild 
occupied the pulpit, Other ministers engaged 
during these services were, brethren. White, of 
Cirencester ; Thomas, Cheltenham; Kershaw, 
Abingdon ; Lewis, Wootton-under-edge ; Bur- 
der, Stroud; Parsons, Ebley; Webb, Uley ; 
Tunley, Northampton; Hyatt, Gloucester; 
Cowie, Wantage. 

The new house, which is calculated to ac- 
commodate 1100 adults, and 500 Sunday-school 
children, has been erected at an expense some- 
what under £2000. The amount raised before 
the opening was £1300. (of which sum £900. 
was contributed onthe spot). The collections 
on that occasion amounted to £200., and it is 
hoped that the balance which has still to be 
met will not long remain to press upon the 
energies of the people, especially as the district 
is severely sufiering under the influence of 
commercial depression, while the church and 
congregation consist, for the most part, of the 
poor (the very poor) of this world. The volun- 
tary offerings of other Christian friends, already 
received, have proved most acceptable; and 
the hope is still entertained that contributions 
will yet be received from other quarters in 
which this statement may become known. 

A short sketch of the past history of this 
church may now be acceptable. 

In 1707 a few persons, most of whom were 
connected with the church at Kingstanley, 
began to meet for prayer in a private house, 
and continued to do so for six or seven years. 


_ As their numbers gradually increased, and it 


was very inconvenient for them to maintain 
any useful connexion with the church at King- 
stanley, they became anxious to erect a house 
for God, and secure for themselves the privi- 
leges of Christian fellowship. Being much 
encouraged by some friends at a distance, they 
purchased a plot of ground, and erected the 
shell of the first meeting-house. It wasa small 
place, suited to their existing state and pros- 
pects, and was built in 1715, at which time 
the church was formed, consisting of thirteen 
members. From 1715 to 1758, though the 
church had to contend with great embarrass- 
ments and difficulties, the cause of Christ 
gradually advanced. Daring this period one 
hundred and six persons, in addition to the 
‘original thirteen, became members of the 
church. Of the ministers who laboured among 
them for alonger or a shorter time, were Mr. 
Samuel Seville, who was soon remove 
death; Mr. Haydon, who was afterwards at 
Shipston-on-Stour, and then at Shipley, in 
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Yorkshire; Mr. Samuel Bowen, from the 
churchin Prescott Street, London, but after- 
wards removed to Wantage, where he died. 
At intervals, during this period, the church also 
enjoyed the sympathy and the occasional mi- 
nistrations of many excellent ministers, among 
whom were Mr. Price, of Tewkesbury, Mr. 
Foskett, Dr. Ingram, Mr. Hugh Evans, and 
Mr. Morgan Harry. In 1758 Benjamin Francis 
became the pastor, and from his settlement to 


| the time of his decease, his labours, extending 


over a period of forty-one years, were eminent- 
ly blessed to the enlargement and edification of 
the church. His name and memory are still 
fragrant to the few yet surviving who were his 
contemporaries, and the influence of his spirit 
and his labours is not extinct. During his 
ministry 430 persons were admitted to the fel- 
lowship of the church, 

A talented and ardent successor to Mr. 

Francis was found in his assistant and son-in-law 
Mr. Thomas Flint, who retained the pastorate 
only about three years and a half, during which 
period his faithful and evangelical ministry was 
much blessed. Mr, Flint died at Weymouth, 
in the midst of great usefulness, and deeply 
lamented by the flock over which he there so 
happily. and successfully presided. 
i) In 1804, shortly after the station had become 
vacant, it was occupied by Mr. Winterbotham, 
whose persecution and imprisonment on a false 
charge of sedition, mavy who read this account 
may remember. Eminently qualified for the 
sound illustration and faithful enforcement of 
divine truth, Mr. Winterbotham was permitted 
to gather in a great harvest of immortal souls, 
He held the pastorate during twenty-five years, 
and was removed by death in March, 1829. 
Five hundred and fifty-seven members were, 
by him, received into the fellowship of the 
church. 

An interval of three years elapsed before the 
settlement of the present pastor, who shas been 
encouraged by the addition of two hundred and 
thirty-nine members since his introduction to 
this part of the Lord's vineyard. The present 
number of members is 629. 

During the last fourteen or fifteen years the 
church at Shortwood ‘has supplied one _mission- 
ary for India and six for Jamaica. : : 

The Sunday-school connected with this 
church has been yery much blessed. More 
than one-fourth of the present members of the 
church were once receiving instruction in the 
school, and to many of them the days there 
non were the season of their conversion to 
God. 

Three other Christian Societies have been 
formed by the dismissal of members from the 
church at Shortwood, The church at Avening 
was formed in 1818, by the dismissal of nive 
members, and now numbers sixty-six. The 
‘church at Uley was formed in 1820, by the dis- 
tmissal of fourteen members, the present number 
being one hundred and forty-nine. The church 
at Minchinhampton was formed in 1824, by the 
dismissal>of twelve members, and now consists 
of one hundred and eighty-five members. 

The meeting-house had been repeatedly en- 
larged ; in 1769, at a cost of £181. 10s. ; in 
1774, of £500. ; in 1799, of £680, ; in 1833, a 
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school-room was built at the cost of £310. At 
different times land has been purchased for a 
burial ground, and other minor alterations have 
been made, the whole cost of such purchases 
and alterations amounting to £760., making a 
total (exclusive of the original purchase and 
building, of which no record exists) of £2377, 
10s. the whole 6° -vhich has been raised by the 
church and congregation at Shortwood, with 
the exception of £177. 10s. received from other 
friends. 

* In their late important undertaking they 
would cheerfully have borne the whole expense 
had it been possible; but their means were 
unequal to the task. It therefore became 
necessary for them to express their readiness to 
receive the assistance of Christian friends at a 
distance ; this, in many instances, has been 
readily afforded, and if from other sources they 
may yet be assisted in clearing off the balance 
still due, such an expression of Christian sym- 
pathy will be duly appreciated. 


NEW ROMNEY, KENT, 


On Thursday, Sept. 13, a new chapel was 
opened for divine worship here, in con- 
nexion with the East Kent Baptist Home 
Missionary Society ; when sermons were 
preached by the Rev. J. M, Cramp, of St. 
Peter’s; the Rev. D. Pledge, of Margate ; 
and the Rev. iW. Copley, of Eyethorne ; 
and devotional services were conducted by 
brethren Scott, Ladson, Clark, E. Pledge, E. 
Davis, and T. Davis. 

The society has carried on its operations 
in Romney Marsh, upwards of thirteen 
years, during which time God has blessed 
to the spiritual good of many the labours of 
its agents. The place of worship having 
been for.some time too small to accommo- 
date the congregation, it. was deemed ad- 
visable by the committee to erect the pre- 
sent building, which will contain nearly two 
hundred persons. 


“ RISELEY, BEDFORDSHIRE. 


On Wednesday, Oct. 3, a neat and com- 
modious chapel, recently erected in the 
populous village: of Riseley, Beds, for the 
use of a congregation of Particular Bap- 
tists, was opened for divine worship. Three 
appropriate discourses were delivered on the 
occasion, by the Rev, Thomas Gough, senr., 
of Westbury, Wilts; the Rev. J. Jenkin- 
son, of Kettering; and the Rev. Thomas 
Robinson, of Little Staughton, ‘The devo- 
tional servicés were conducted by the Rey. 
Messrs. Hindes, of Blunham; Ashford, of 
Burton-Latimer ; Williams, of Sharnbrook ; 
Phillips, of ips pe ; Whittemore, 
of Rushden; and ‘Gates, of Keysoe. 
Several other ihittatene eho resent, and 
assisted in the interesting services of the 
day. ‘The attendance was both numerous 
and respectable, ele ott 
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For several years there had been a small 
building in the village appropriated to 
occasional preaching. This having become 
much dilapidated, it was considered de- 
sirable, if possible, to erect a more conve- 
nient place, and to establish regular and 
stated preaching. For this purpose a large 
barn was obtained, in which for several 
months the gospel has been preached three 
times on the Lord’s-day, and occasionally on 
other evenings. The attendance on these 
services was highly encouraging. 

Since the opening of the new chapel, the 
number of hearers has. greatly increased, 
and it has been found necessary to provide 
additional accommodation by the erection of 
a gallery.. The expense incurred.in the 
erection of the place dues not exceed £350. 
Towards defraying this sum, upwards of 
£120. have been already contributed by the 
congregation assembling there, including 
the proceeds of the sale of the old build- 
ing. 


GREAT BARFORD, OXFORDSHIRE. 


In this village, in which the gospel has 
been preached in a dwelling-house the last. 
fifteen years, and much good has been done, 
a new chapel was-opened on the 16th of Octo- 
ber. Sermons were preached on the occasion 
by the Rev. F. Franklin, of Coventry ; the 
Rev. H. B. Bulteel, of Oxford; and the 
Rev. T. Coles, of Bourton: and prayers ~ 
were offered by the Rev. Messrs. Cowie, 
Whitta, Darkin, Eden, and Catton. The 
chapel, which cost £111., is vested in trus- 
tees, and aid is solicited in defraying the 
expenses incurred. About one-half of the 
members of the church at Bloxham live at 
Barford, and it is the pastor of that church, 
Mr. Nunnick, who supplies the pulpit. 


ORDINATIONS. 
SPEEN, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. : 
On Wednesday, June 13, 1838, Mr. Eds. 3 
ward Bedding, late of Cuddington, was pub- 
licly recognized as the pastor of the Baptist 
church, se Bucks, Mr. Davis, of Ris- 
elivered an introductory discourse, 


the other devotional si me : 
Several have been adde 
of whom w 
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KEYSOE, BEDS. 

On Wednesday, Oct. 31, the Rey. Thos, 
Gate, was publicly ordained pastor of the 
Particular Baptist Church, at Keysoe, 
Brook End. The Rev. Mr. Phillips (Ind. ) 
of Harrold, commenced the service by read- 
ing the Scriptures and prayer; the Rev. 
Mr. Alliot, of Howard Chapel, Bedford, 
delivered an introductory discourse, on the 
Principles of Dissent, and received Mr. 
Gate’s confession of faith. The Rev. Mr. 
Manning, Sen., of Spaldwick, offered the 
ordination prayer ; the Rev. Mr. Hindes, of 
Blunham, delivered a very impressive 
charge to the minister, from 1 Tim. iv. 16. 
“Take heed unto thyself,’ &c.; and the 
Rey. ‘Mr. Whittemore, of Rushden, ad- 
dressed the members of the church from 
3 John, 8, ‘ Fellow-helpers to the truth :” 
the Rev. Mr. Bottle, of Yelling (their for- 
mer pastor), concluded the services in 
prayer, The Rev. Thomas Williams, of 
Sharnbrook, and Messrs. Flanders, of Rise- 
ly, and Whiting, of Byethorn, assisted in the 
devotional exercises. In the evening, the 
Rey. Mr. Lord,*of Wollaston, preached 
from 1 Peter i. 12, “‘ Which things the an- 
gels desire to look into.” Notwithstanding 
the weather was exceedingly unfavourable, 
the services were very numerously attended. 


< 


INSKIP, LANCASHIRE. 
On -Tuesday, Nov. 6, Mr. Wm. Stuart 


“was ordained over the Baptist Church at 


Inskip ; orf which occasion the Rev. Joseph 
Harbottle, of Accrington, explained the con- 
stitution of a Christian church, and proposed 
the usual questions. Thesebeing answered 
in a Very interesting manner, the Rev. Wm. 
Giles, of Preston, the former pastor of Mr. 
Stuart, delivered an impressive and useful 
charge. The Rey. C..M. Birrell, of Liver- 


*. pool, preached in the evening to an exceed- 


ingly crowded and attentive audience, 


RECENT DEATHS, 

REV. T. WATERS, M.A. 
“With great regret we record the decease 
of the respected pastor. of the Baptist 
Church at Worcester. Mr. Waters died on 


the 31st of October, at Oxford, at the house | 


of hig son. He was returning from Jersey, 
having visited that island by the advice of 
his medical attendants. é 
part of his illness, which continued six 
weeks, he experienced at times great bodily 


. suffering from therupture of several abscesses 
onthe lungs. The great truths of the gos- } 


pel which it had been his delight during 
thirty years to make known to others, were 
we are informed, the stay and joy of his own 


heart ; and the firm and tranquil hope which 


he manifested in the prospect of dissolution, 


. proves a great support to the minds of his 
afflicted widow and twelve children. 


~ Mr. Waters was in the 53rd year of his 
YOL, I.—-FOURTH SERIES, 


Duiing the latter | 


‘a very crowded congregation. 


age. He had been successively pastor of 
the churches in Wild Street, London; Per- 
shore, and Worcester. At Worcester, he 
had laboured about eleven years. 


REV. JOHN GEARD, M, A. 


On Nov. 20, at half-past two in the 
morning died the Rey. John Geard, 
pastor of the Baptist church, in Tilehouse 
street, Hitchin, Herts. He had been con- 
fined to his house for several years, and for 
some months past to his bed; but on Friday 
the 16th instant, he told his medical atten- 
dant that he ‘felt in a different manner 
from what he had hitherto done,’’ and asked 
whether he ‘‘ had any fresh disorder?” The 
gentleman replied, No, bis was a general 
decay of nature. Mr. Geard then said, “I 
now feel the force of those words of Mr. 
Henry, which I have so often admired ; 
‘As dying is a work we never did, when 
we come-to it it will require strength we 
never had,’ and so I now find it.” 

He continued nearly in the same state 
till the following Monday, when he was 
thought to be rather better. In the night, 
he requested one of his daughters, who sat 
up with him, to repeat some of those pas- 
sages of scripture which were sources of 
consolation to him; she accordingly did so, 
and among many others, that of Heb. iv. 9: 
“There remaineth therefore a rest to the 
people of God.” He immediately ex- 
claimed, ‘‘That is it; that is what I want ;” 
and, lifting up his hands, soon afterwards 
expired. Such was the happy end of this 
venerable, useful, and amiable servant of 
God, whose praise is in all the churches 
throughout the counties of Hertford and 
Bedford. He was in the 89th year of his 
age, and the 64th year of his pastorship, 
haying been ordained over the church at 
Hitchin, April 13th, 1775. : 

For the last seven years the Rev. T, Grif- 
fin (late of Prescot-street) has been asso- 
ciated with him as co-pastor. SoS. 


MRS. HUNT. 


Died on Lord’s day, November 11th, at 
Hockerill, Bishops’ Stortford, Herts., aged 
87, Harriet, the beloved wife of Mr. Hunt, 
Coachmaker, and deacon of the Baptist 
church, Bishops’ Stortford, after a short 
illness, in which her exemplary piety proved _ 
the efficacy of those doctrines of which she 
had been the consistent believer. She was 
buried in the ground attached to the Baptist 
meeting, on November 17, and her pastor, 


‘Rev. B. Hodgkins, preached her funeral 


sermon, on Sabbath morning, Noy. 18, 
from Matt, vi.10, ‘“ Thy will be done,” to 
; Her bereaved 


‘husband, children, friends, and the church 
of which she was a member, mourn her loss. 


41 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


My dear Sir, : 

One thousand pounds, the donation promis- 
ed provided our ten extra missionaries were 
sent to the East Indies, isduly paid, and Lhave 
transmitted it,as advised. I had no sooner 
announced to the munificent donor that 
the object proposed was so far accomplished 
as that the requisite sum was promised, the 
greater part of it paid, and several mission- 
aties were engaged, three of whom had 
sailed, than true to his generous promise, 
and even more prompt than I had reason to 
expect, he kindly handed over the whole 
amount. J hand you at the same time the 
following extract from his letter: ‘“ God’s 
ways are not our ways, neither are his thoughts 
ourthoughts. Sucha state of things as always 
has been remains until the appointed time, 
known only to God, when light shall break 
forth as the morning and fill the whole 
earth. We know the will and command 
of God must and shall be accomplished— 
nothing can prevent it. Earth and hell, 
the power of devils and men combined, in 
connexion with bigotry, idolatry, supersti- 
tion, ignorance, darkness, prejudice, and all 
the bad passions of men—yes, even the 
iron chain of caste, all must give way be- 
fore the face of God and his anointed. We 
should look more to God to display his 

ower, for he must and will have, first and 
last, all the glory. May God give you the 
tens of millions of India. I hope your 
committee will not confine themselves to ten 
missionaries, but send out even a hundred, 
if money can be raised. I agree with 
Mr. Pearce that they should be sent out in 
twos, as our Saviour sent his messengers by 
two and two.”’ 

When you announce the accomplishment 
of this great undertaking, I shall be happy 
to bear my testimony, that never was an 
appeal more promptly and more generously 
responded to. So deep an interest has 
been taken in the multiplying our mission- 
ary labourers, that in following up the sug- 

estion, as above, of sending, not merely ten, 

t ten times ten, I would submit for serious 
consideration, a plan which has forcibly im- 
pressed my own mind, whilst rendering the 
little service which I have been enabled to give 
to Mr, Pearce, viz., that in future all additional 
agents in the service af our mission shall be 
sent into the field by separate and extra con- 
tributions for the express purpose. I am 
aware that this appears at first a startlin, 
proposition, but as the applications would 


not on each occasion be made in the same | 


‘sections and places, I feel sanguine relative 


~ 


g | you will allow me to make a. fe 


= 


to its practicability. By this means the 
whole permanent income of the society 
(which is lamentably small) could be applied 
to the current expenses of maintaining the 
stations, and its amount would serve to 
regulate the appeals from time to time for 
new missionaries, 
I remain, 
Very truly yours, 


Birmingham. James Hosy. 


ON THE EXISTENCE OF THE EVANGELIST’S 
OFFICE IN THE PRIMITIVE CHURCH, 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine, 

Dear Sir,—I cast myself on your gene. 
rosity in indulging me to reply to the ques- 
tion lately put to me in the very courteous 
review of my small work on the evange- 
list’s office. I know it is not common to 
admit replies to reviews, neither would it 
be expedient, as there might be no end to 
such requests. In the present instance, I 
solicit the indulgence, not so much on my 
own account, as on account of the subject. 
It is one, I conceive, of considerable im. 
portance, and one that needs to be fully and 
fairly discussed. It naturally involves the 
discussion of another question; In what 
light is the ministry of the modern mis- 
sionaryto be viewed? Is itto be regarded as 
a divine appointment, or a mere human 
expedient to supply the deficiencies of in- 
finite wisdom’? This is surely no trifling 
question. We all know the truth of the 
common remark, that what is every one’s 
work, is no one’s, We know also, though 
it is the duty of all Christians to feel for 
the poor and supply their wants, and though 
God has made it the duty ofall Christians to ~ 
build each other up on their most holy faith, 
yet he has not left either the care of the 
poor, or the charge of his people, to the 
ebbings and flowings of individual liberality 
or zeal, but has appointed distinct ministries 
in his church, for the purpose of attending — 
to both the one and the other. Now, rea- — 
soning from analogy, independent of any — 
distinct command or precedent on the point, 
we should naturally have supposed that — 
the mercy and the wisdom that haye pro- 
vided a distinct standing ministry fi 
poor and for the believer, » 
equally provided a distinct 
nistry to promote the unity of | 


and the conversion of a dying wor 


Presuming on this ind 


ion, Whether the evang 
office, taking the word in the strict acc 
tion, ever existed? If, by the term s 


on the que 
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acceptation, is meant, holding a station. or 
ministry in a particular church, the question 
never needed to have been put. It was 
never contended that the evangelists were 
officers of this Uescription ; all that is con- 
tended for in relation to them is, that they 
held a most important office in the general 
church of God. It may be necessary here, 
however, at once to state that the term office 
is, strictly speaking, not a scriptural one, so 
that it is a pity to turn the discussion of an 
important subject into a logomachy—a strife 
about a mere human phrase. It is not a 
term that is employed in reference to what 
are called the two standing offices in the 
church. It is true, we read of the office of 
a bishop, and the deacon’s office in our 
translation of the New Testament, but we 
have no term in the original, to answer 
exactly to the term office. The literal trans- 
lation of 1 Tim. ili. lis, “ If any one de- 
sire the oversight or superintendency (that 
is, of a Christian society), he desireth a 
good work.” With regard to the deacon, 
1 Tim. iii. 10, 13, it is literally, “let these, 
also, first be proved; then let them dea- 
conize orserye,” &c. ;.and again, “they who 
have deaconized well, purchase to them a 
good degree,” &c. As such, then, is the 
case, I might be ailowed, in turn, to put the 
question, Can it be proved that such offices 
as the bishop’s and deacon’s, taking the term 
in the scriptural, which ought to be the 
strict acceptation, ever existed? The prin- 
cipal term made use of by the scripture 
writers, to express the idea, or something 
like it, that we attach commonly to the 
term. office, is diakonia, ministry,* and this 
term we find translated office, when Paul is 
speaking of himself, as the apostle of the 
Gentiles, Rom. xi. 13, “I magnify,” says he, 
“‘mine office,” literally diakonian, ministry. 
Now, if the term office is a good translation 
of the Greek word here, it must be equally 
so in reference to the work of an evangelist, 
when Paul calls on Timothy to make full 
proof of his diakonian, ministry or office. 
The same term is applied also to Archippus, 
who is supposed to have been the pastor 
of the church at Colosse, Col. iv. 17; 
“Take heed to the ministry or office which 


‘thou hast recefved of the Lord, that thou 


fulfil it:? The good work, then, of the pas- 
tor, the work of the evangelist, and the dis~ 


pensation of the gospel committed to the | 


apostle, involved the respective ministry or 


office of each. Sen = 

This idea is farther clearly exhibited in 
1 Cor. xii. 5, where the apostle speaks of 
the differences of administrations or minis- 


n the habit of using both terms con- 
erence to the government. We sa, 


of any | members, either, that he isin the mi- 


nistry, or in office, 
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tries in the church, arising out of the pos- 
session of the diversity of gifts, that are 
afterwards-enumerated. These diversified 
ministries, he gives us to understand, were 
for the mutual benefit of the whole church. . 
“The manifestation of the Spirit is given to 
every one, to profit withal—or to profit the 
whole.” And this idea is beautifully illus- 
trated by a reference to the functions of the 
different organs of a human body. These 
organs are represented by him as set, placed, 
or stationed in the body at the pleasure of 
God; each of them had a distinct capability, 
and consequently, a distinct function or 
office to perform, and no one could say to 
the other, it was not wanted. “The eye 
cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of 
thee; nor again, the head to the feet, I have 
no need of you.” Having completed this 
illustration, the apostle applies it to the dif. 
ferent ministers and their ministries in the 
Christian church. Now, says he, ye are the 
body of Christ, and members in particular, 
and God hath set, placed, or stationed some 
of these indeed in the church; first, apos- 
tles ; secondly, prophets; thirdly, teachers, 
&e. On this passage, allow me to make the 
following remarks; 1. The apostle is not 
here speaking of endowments, but of endowed 
men or ministers in relation to their respec- 
tive ministries in the church. This is evi- 
dent not only from the order in which he 
places them, but from the question that he 
puts respecting them, “Are all apostles ? 
are all prophets? are all teachers 1?” &c, 
Nothing could express more clearly the idea 
of individuality or distinctness of ministry, 
than these considerations. Some of the 
gifted men might indeed share more libe- 
rally of the gifts than others; some might 
even possess them all, and others, only one; 
but nevertheless, where there was but one 
possessed, there was a minister and a minis- 
try to be exercised. Let us not, however, 
be alarmed on account of this as involving 
the idea of a deluge of offices. The church 
at that period was in peculiar circumstances. 
In the absence of the New Testament, and 
for the establishment of Christianity in the 
world, peculiar gifts were needed, and pecu- 
liar ministers and ministries were employed, 
both for teaching and working miracles, &c. 
2. As to the absence of the evangelists, 


-and the pastors from this list of ministers, 


the interpretation which [have given in the 
second section of the first part of the essay, 
is that which is given by those whose opin- 
ion I judged, from a good deal of reflection, 


best entitled to deference on this subject. — 


That interpretation is, that the evangelists, 
pastors, and teachers mentioned in Eph, iv. 
11, are all included here under the generic 
term teachers, They were all so many 
species of one genus, and possessed of the 
same kind of spiritual gift. Macleod, in hig 


admirable work, entitled ‘“‘ A View of In- 
spiration,” &c., has presented many good 
easons, that this gift was the word of 
knowledge, as the apostles had the word of 
wisdom, and the prophets, the gift of pro- 
phecy. ‘Let us search the Scriptures, 
says he, “ever so assiduously, we cannot 
show any ministers of the word except apos- 
tles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and 
teachers; nor any other gift for teaching, 
except the word of wisdom, the word of 
knowledge and prophecy.”—p. 209. : 
That the evangelists held a distinct mi- 
nistry, is at least evident from Eph. iv. 11. 
He gaye or constituted some to be apostles, 
some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, 
and some to be pastors and teachers, It is 
evident that the apostle is here speaking, not 
of gifts, nor of functions, but of gifted men, 
and of different classes of gifted men. The 
apostles are allowed to be one class; the 
prophets, another; and the pastors and 
teachers, at least another: then why not the 
evangelists? It cannot be said that they are 
to be incorporated with some other class, in 
consequence of the want of the distinctive 
term some, as in the case of the teachers. 
Neither can it be said, that because their 
name implies preacher of the gospel, that 
they were incorporated with all the other 
classes. This, however, seems to be the 
chief reason assigned by our respected 
brother, the reviewer, for regarding them as 
holding no distinct office. This principle of 
interpretation, however, would tend to cashier 
all the other classes, as well as them. Be- 
cause all ministers were God’s messengers, 
therefore, all might be said to be apostles ; 
and more especially those devoted to any par- 
ticular mission, might be emphatically termed 
apostles ; hence, the messengers or apostles 
of the churches, among whom were Timothy, 
Luke, and others, also Epaphroditus, the 
apostle of the Philippians. So with regard 
to pastors, because the apostles, prophets, 
and evangelists, when they visited the 
churches, or remained with them for any 
length of time, fed the flock, they therefore, 
as this was at least part of the work to which 
they were devoted, might be emphatically 
styled pastors, To interpret, then, the 
nature of an office or class of ministers 
merely by their name, without adverting to 
the peculiarity of that name, arising from 
other circumstances,‘ and especially their 
doings, and the direction given them in 
relation to their doings, would be a principle 
that would tend to confound rather than en- 
lighten. An apostle was so named, because 
he was God’s ambassador to reveal new 
truths to men; a pastor was so called, be- 
cause it was his special duty to feed the 
flock; and an evangelist was so called, not 
only because he preached the gospel, but 
because 
phatically news. 


ra 


he preached it where it was em-| | 
He was a missionary, | 
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This, hewever, is to be ascertained, not only 
from his name, but the history of Philip and 
Timothy. As to the former, he was at first, 
a deacon in the church at Jerusalem, but jhe 
seems afterwards to have been called to a 
more important ministry, hence he is called, 
not the deacon, not an apostle, not a pastor, 
but the evangelist. Asan evangelist, he was 
a travelling preacher of the gospel, under 
the guidance and direction of his great mas- 
ter. Timothy was an attendant on Paul as 
a missionary to the Gentiles; he is called 
‘to do the work of an evangelist,” conse- 
quently he must have been one, that is, one 
of the class referred to in the above cited 
passage. But the directions to Timothy 
especially show the peculiar character of 
their work asa distinct class; he is called 
not only to preach the word, but oppose 
error, and reprove all that was evil in the 
churches he visited, and also to ordain pas- 
tors and deacons over them ; and surely he 
who ordained pastors and deacons to office, 
must have been in office as well as they. 
Now, from all these considerations, I 
think there is ample evidence that the evan- 
gelists were a distinct class of gifted minis- 
ters, and consequently, had a distinct 
ministry in the apostolic age. Like the 
apostles, however, that ministry was not con- 
fined to one church, but extended to all the 
churches, in order to increase their purity, 
and preserve their union. It extended, also, 


to the enlargement of the general church, © 


by the formation of new ones. A ministry 
this, surely of no mean value in the church 
of God. ; 

On the whole, the principle of the essay 
remains untouched, even though the term 
office should be denied the evangelists. If 
denied to them, it ought equally on scriptural 
grounds to be denied the pastors and deacons. 
If these had a distinct ministry, so had they. 
If, then, the only difference between the re- 
viewerand the authorof the work reviewed, 
is a mere human term, surely they cannot 
now be far apart. If the work of the primi- 
tive evangelist is allowed to be permanent 
as seems to be admitted, the epistles of 
Timothy and Titus being regarded.as infal- 
lible directories to the modern missionary, 
then it must follow that his ministry must be 
continued in the church likewise. - Our mis- 


viewed and treated by those that employ 
them. as human expedients, but as God’s.minis- 
ters, holding a ministry in his church, 
important and dignified with that 
pastors. «diggs Baa 


jUaly 


Hamsterley, Oct. 6, 1838, 
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Magazine, to return my best thanks to the 
committee, for their resolution “not to 
deviate from the fundamental rules of the 
society.” This is all I desired, and has 
abundantly recompensed me for the strange 
misrepresentations of my sentiments con- 
tained in many of the letters to which mine 
gave rise. Let the object of the Society— 
the conversion of the Romanists—be stead- 
ily pursued, by the agency which all admit 
to be the most effectual, and it will not 
fail to receive the support of the churches. 
As I consider the question at rest, it would 
be useless to reply to your various corre- 
spondents; though their letters contain 
nothing which does not admit of an easy 
answer, or go to sustain my positions. 
Respecting the communication of the secre. 
tary, as it was evidently written under consi- 
derable. excitement, and as Ihave no per- 
sonal quarrel with him, I shall only say that 
I regret the unlovely spirit which it evinces, 
and can forgive the unjust accusations it 
contains. 
Believe me, yours sincerely, 
GeEoRGE Henry Davis. 


ON BINDING THE MAGAZINE. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Mr. Editor, 
_ Lam one of the very few persons who 
possess a complete set of the Baptist Maga- 
At. its commencement, thirty years 
ago, I felt a deep interest in it. I have 
continued to take it to the present time, and 
its volumes all stand in uniform on my 
shelves. As I understand that some por- 
tions of it are not now to be obtained, I 
would not part with my complete set for 
more than it. cost me; and my object in 
writing is to advise my juniors to adopta 
course which will be productive of pleasant 
consequences hereafter, by not allowing the 


-numbers of the new series, which was com- 
~ menced this year, to remain loose and liable 


to.be lost, but sending them at once to their 
bookbinder. ‘ ; 
In many cases.J have found it convenient 
to be able to. trace, by referring to my old 
Magazines, the history of an individual 
who has grown grey in the service of the 
churches, but who was- only commencing 
his»public course, when the early volumes 
of the Magazine were published. In times 
of bodily indisposition, it has been a pleasant 
exercise to turn over the leaves of my old 
volumes; and find among their diversified 


_ contents, short pieces on which I could rest 


my atténtion fora few minutes, when one 


continuous work would have fatigued me. | 
And itis becoming an increasingly interest- | 
¢ employment to renew my recollections | 


ing em 
of past events, and of men with whom I 


was well acquainted, but who have been 
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one by one removed from this world, in 
which I continue, There is indeed some- 
thing in old magazines peculiarly engaging, 
as we advance in life, even in those which, 
at the time of publication were thought to be 
of small value. They seem better now 
than they did when I first read them, for 
what is lost in freshness is compensated by 
increased interest in bygone times. My 
children too find in my bound volumes 
much information respecting persons, so- 
cieties, churches, and the prominent men of 
the last generation, which is gratifying to 
them as well as useful. 

T hope, Mr, Editor, you will not lay this 
communication aside as too undignified for 
your pages, but allow me to give this hint to 
your new subscribers, and to congratulate 
them that good binding is now to be obtained 
at a much cheaper rate than it was when I 
began the course in which I intend to perse- 


vere, by annually adding a bound volume to 
my shelf of Baptist Magazines, 
I am, Mr. Editor, 
Yours truly, 
VERBUM SAPIENTIBUS, 


ON THE MEMOIR OF REV, T. UPPADINE. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear Sir,—Allow me to notice an incor- 
rect statement in the memoir of thelate Rev. 
T. Uppadine. Although a youth, I well 
remember him, while at Bourton, as he 
often visited my father, who was on very 
intimate terms with him. 

It would be supposed from the memoir 
that Mr. U. had been the settled minister at 
Bourton-on-the-Water; this was not the 
case, nor was it ever so regarded, either by 
himself, or the church and congregation ; 
his labours. were continued through the 
successive years of his residence at Bourton, 

‘im consequence of renewed invitations at 
certain intervals; nor was it till after Mr. 
U. had resigned his connexion with Bour- 
ton, that the present pastor accepted the 
unanimous invitation’ of the church, to 
succeed in the pastorate the late Rey. 
Benj. Beddome, M.A. The correction of 
the above, in your next number, I hope, will 
be deemed as desirable by the writer of 
the memoir, and by the church at Bourton, 
as by, Dear Sir, ji ii 
Yours respectfully, ~~ 
B.S. HAL. 
Shefford, Beds, Oct. 4, 1838. 


at the Editor of the Baptist Magazines. ‘ 
Dear Sir,... = = 


present adopted for raising funds for the. 
‘support of our societies, there are evils of 


If there are evils attending the method at 


equal magnitude.in the mode of manage- | 
ment. 

The management of a society, theoreti- 
cally devolves upon the committee, acting 
as trustees for the subscribers in the dispo- 
sition of its funds. It were much to be 
desired. that every gentleman who allows 
his name to be advertised as a committee- 
man, felt the due influence of this conside- 
ration; if he did, I am inclined to think he 
would find it involve a moral obligation to 
become acquainted with the local circum- 
stances, under which the Society’s labours 
are carried on, close attention to the 
detail of its operations, regular attendance 
at the appointed meetings, and activity of 
mind in every discussion regarding its pro- 
ceedings. 

Would subscribers to any commercial en- 
terprise elect a director upon any. other 
conditions? A case perfectly analogous, 
excepting that the interests at stake with us 
are infinitely more important, and although 
we do not meet in the public prints with 
those assurances and pledges of attention, 
which are usual in the case referred to, the 
moral obligation is the same, and it cannot 
be trifled with but-at the expense of cha- 
racter. 

Now what are the facts? Many gentle- 
men never attend the meetings from the 
day of their nomination till the annual 
meeting, at which they make their report. 
They allow themselves to be again nomi. 
nated; and persons have been members of 
committees for two or three years without 
having once entered the committee-room. 
A: considerable number are irregular in their 
attendance. A few, and only a few, can be 
relied upon by the secretary, who seldom 
has the satisfaction of seeing more than one- 
third of the committee present.* 

Under such circumstances the weight of. 
the business ordinarily rests upon the secre. 
tary, and his acquaintance with the whole 
matter is supposed to absolve the committee 
from the labour of investigation. Ques- 
tions are discussed in the abstract on which 
no useful judgment can be given unless they 
are balanced in the mind in connexion with 
the existing arrangements of the society; 
and a quick despatch of business is pre- 
ferred to that deep and serious attention 
which every matter of importance should 
receive, I shall only slightly refer to the large 
portion of time which the pecuniary affairs 
of societies occupy in committee, often to 
the postponement of measures of the great-- 
est importance. 4 

I cannot conclude this letter without re- 
marking on the chilling influence which so 


“* Of course these remarks are not intended to 
apply to such committees as the General committee 
of the Mission, = : “s 3 
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slight a~connexion between a committee 
and the business of the society, must haye 
upon the spirit of zeal and of prayer. These 
cannot be felt without a clear perception of 
the end we have in view, and the probable 
means of attaining it. Payson remarks, 
“If we except sublime and’ terrible objects, 
nothing affects the mind unless it be clearly 
and distinctly perceived.” But the charac- 
ter of the attention given precludes the 
attainment of these essential requisites to 
all successful exertions in the cause of 
God. 

I shall beg to be allowed space for some 
suggestions for an improved system of sup- 
port and management in a future number. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Yours sincerely, 
J.F. 
Westminster, Oct. 29, 1838. 


-BAPTIST UNION» 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Srr,—I wish through you to congratulate 
the Secretaries of the Baptist Union, on the 
most interesting and valuable report they 
have prepared, and which ought to be put 
into the hands of every member of the deno- 
mination. 

It affords more valuable information con- 
cerning the progress of our institutions, the 
increase of our churches, and the growing" 
harmony and union of the denomination,’ 
than any other document in existence. And 
as it regards the statistics of the English 
churches, the improvement is most important: 
and encouraging, At the same time, I can- 
not but sympathize with the committee in 
the disappointment they must have felt, and 
the unnecessary trouble and’ expense they 
must have incurred, asreferred to in the fol- 
lowing extract, taken from page 28, which 
states ‘“‘that they have, during the year, 
sent one lainiireie circulars to: ministers in 
different parts of the kingdom, requesting 
the needful information for the publication 


of their present state. To many of those letters 


contained in some of the replies received, is very 
meagre !”  Asthis is amatterwhich concerns 
every individual, why should the labours of 
official men, who devote their time and 
talents in conducting our institutions, be 
unnecessarily increased by the apathy and 
negligence of others? I trust, Sir, the 
brethren in Scotland and Wales will also 


furnish a fuller statistical account without. 
delay. ; 


of a new list of the churches, with an account - 


they have received no reply, and the information 


There is a note in the Report, page 59, in. 
reference to Scotland, which needs some 
explanation, that I hope our friends in the 
north will afford. “It is supposed that — 
| Scotland contains 1,500 Baptists in coms 
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munion with churches of other denomina- 
tions!” And why is this? Have they no 
denominational sympathies? O, when, when 
will the Baptists be true to themselves and 
to their Divine Master ! 

But is this anomaly confined to Scotland? 
Ah! no; while in Scotland there are hun- 
dreds, in England there are thousands, in 
communion with churches of other denomi- 
nations, 

While I glory in true Christian liberality, 
and know by happy experience how good it 
is for brethren to dwell together in unity, I 
would yet urge upon such of our dear friends 
as have placed themselves in sucha situation, 
a very serious consideration of the injury 
they are doing their own denomination, and 
I think they must soon be convinced that it 
is their duty to identify themselves with their 
own people. I would suggest to them that as 
their denominational sentiments are strictly 
Scriptural, they ought to be maintained and 
carried out by a conscientious and consistent 
professon of them. This isthe more im- 
portant, as the denomination to which they 
legitimately belong has been led by the pro- 
vidence of God to engage in a most important 
work, by the formation_of missionary and 
other institutions, from which they cannot 
draw back, and which requires the energies 
and co-operation of every one who has 
avowed his conviction of the truth as held 
by it; while their conduct tends to weaken 
and diminish the influence and success of 
those exertions on which the blessing of 
God so eminently rests, and, so far as it 
goes, to stop the wheels of the chariot of 
salvation. 

Amidst the numerous evils arising from 


_. such a course of conduct, the influence their 


example will exert on others is not the least; 
how deplorably injurious is such an example 
on the minds of their children and de- 
-pendents, and on those who are asking the 
way to Zion, May all such feel that the 
vows of God are upon them, and that they 
are under a thousazd obligations to conse- 
crate their influence, their property, and 
their talents, in assisting their brethren to 
carry out the great objects contemplated by 
‘ the numerous denominational institutions to 
. which they are pledged. 
: I am, Sir, 
: A Frrenp To ORDER. 
Hants, September 14, 1838. 
<¢ spe HOW THESE CHRISTIANS LOVE ONE 
ANOTHER.” 

‘Dear Sin.—Having been accustomed to 
hear the above sentence used, and not being 
acquainted with the origin of it : will you or 
one of your 


1 believe it is not uncommonly taken as an 
extract from the Holy Scriptures. I remem- 


oy 
“ 


ber once taking a Concordance myself to en- 
deavour to find the Passage. 
y oe id ., 
Very respectfully yours, 
Inquirer. 


—_ 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


A prospectus was issued a few years ago, 
announcing a new periodical work, and 
descanting on its excellencies, in which, 
after giving a long list of attractions, the. 
projector concluded thus: “And we will 
not say one word about Ireland.” Now it 
would certainly be wrong to exclude Ireland 
from a work like ours, which is intended 
to promote the best interests of the whole 
world, but we are apprehensive that the 
greater part of our readers will agree with 
the Editor that enough has been said about 
Treland for the present. Numerous letters 
respecting it have been received during the . 
last month, but the Editor hopes that their 
omission will be excused even by the 
writers, as they do not seem to him to add 
materially to the information contained in 
the articles which have already appeared. 


The reviewer of Mr. Douglas's work on 
the Office of the Primitive Evangelist has 
read that gentleman’s letter, but does not 
feel it to be necessary for him to offer any 
observations on its contents. It is his wish 
that truth should be elicited ; he has stated 
his own views, and he is quite willing to 
leave them and those of Mr, Douglas to the 
calm consideration of the churches. If any 
other brethren are inclined to communicate 
the result of their inquiries on the subject, 
the columns of the Magazine will be open 
to them. 


The most recent accounts from the West 
Indies show that much oppression is. still 


correspondents oblige me with a, 
hint through the medium of your magazine UE 


practised in various ways, especially by the 
demand of exorbitant rents for the huts 
which the negroes inhabit and have no 
means of quitting. These amount, in some 
cases, to seven or eight shillings per week, 
and that for each occupant. Thus, in some 
instances a man has been called upon to 
pay this rent for himself, his wife the same 
rent for herself, and his children, residing 
with their parents, each the same for itself. 
The rate of wages is also still a matter of 
angry dispute. Blame has been cast on 
some of our missionaries, for the high 
demands in which they are said to exhort 
their hearers to persevere. But even if the 
facts were precisely as their adversaries 


| state, it should be remembered, that the 


highest rate of wages mentioned is not 
higher than under the old system a man 
was said by his employers to be worth per 
day, when they were asked to sell him, and 
_he was himself to be the purchaser. Then 


* 
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they insisted that his labour was worth half 
a crown a day; this was the current price 
in Jamaica—half a crown was no more than 
his value then; but now that he has his 
labour to sell, and they are to be purchasers, 
half a crown a day is an énormous sum, and 
none but. extortioners would encourage him 
to ask it ! 


We observe with pleasure a great im- 
provement in the British Emancipator. Its 
‘size has been reduced, and its efficiency 
doubled.. Our knowledge of its present 
editor leads us to expect that discretion will 
be blended with energy in its columns, and 
that he will both watch with vigilance over 
the interests of the newly emancipated 
negroes in the West Indies, and give due 
attention to the condition of the oppressed 
in other regions, 


A publication commemorative of the pro- 
ceedings on the 1st of August last, at the differ- 
ent stations connected with our mission in 
the island of Jamaica is preparing for publi- 
cation, 


We are informed, that during the last 
month seven teachers, trained by the Home 
and Colonial Infant School Society, have 

‘left this country for the West Indies, to be 
employed in the schools of the Mico cha- 
rity, and that several others have proceeded 
to stations in different parts of Britain. 


An institution, designed to provide for 
the daughters of Christian missionaries a 
thoroughly good and liberal education, 
adapted to their talents and future prospects, 
has recently been ‘formed and is soliciting 
the patronage of the friends of that cause 
to which the faithful missionary devotes his 
all. Premises have been taken in the 
village of Walthamstow, five miles from 
London, where the school was opened on 
the 16th of November, when a large num- 
ber of. ministers and other friends were 
present. “I'wo ladies have entered on their 
respective departments in the house as 
governess and matron, and eight children 
‘are already enjoying the advantages of the 
institution. It is intended for the benefit of 
the children of missionaries of every deno- 
mination, and we doubt not, from the respec- 
tability of its originators and patrons, will 
be extensively useful. 


_ The Rev. John Leechman, A.M., late 
missionary at Serampore, is compelled, on 
account of the health of Mrs. Leechman, 
most reluctantly, to give up the idea of re- 
turning to India, and again joining his be- 
loved colleagues in that most interesting 
field of missionary labour. He has, there- 
fore, accepted the invitation of the church 


| 


| 


‘the Rev. 8. Simcox has taken the oversight 
5 Liz, “=u 
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at Irvine, latély under the pastoral care of 
his late father-in-law, the Rev. George 
Barclay, and commenced his stated” labours 
at Irvine, on the first Sabbath of November. 
We trust that in this case it will be found, 
as it has been in iinumerable others, when 
the purposes of good men have been set 
aside by providential dispensations of a 
painful nature, that divine wisdom can 
justify its councils, and cause light to shine 
forth out of darkness. Mr. Leechman will 
be situated in a part of the island in which 
he may render valuable service to the 
mission—service perhaps quite as important 
as any he could render on the plains of 
India, 


The Calcutta Christian Observer, just 
received, contains some pleasing intelligence 
respecting the progress of divine truth in 
Burmab. It says, ‘We have been in- 
formed by a friend, that the latest accounts 
from the missionaries at Moulmein repre- 
sent all perfectly quiet at that station. The 
success of missionary operations in Burmah, 
notwithstanding the rumours of wars, is* 
quite unprecedented in eastern missions. 
The missionaries of the American Baptist 
Mission have baptized 40 Karens since our 
last announcement, and the King of Burmah 
has appointed one of the Christians as 
governor of that singular people. This is 
the more remarkable on his part as he dis- 
missed the missionaries from Ava with such 
peremptoriness as to exclude. hope of his 
future favour. It'would be singular enough 
if he were acting the warrior in order to 
amuse the people and keep up his character 
in the nation for a brave man, without in- 
curring the expenses of war.” 3 


The Calcutta Christian Observer also an- 
nounces the abolition of the Persian lan. 
guage in the Indian Courts. ‘“ This incu- 
bus,” it says, “on the transaction of 
business has at length been removed. All 
the transactions of government will in 
future be transacted in the vernacular and 
English languages. Surely our favours 
come upon us too thickly to be rightly 
appreciated. The regulation sanctionin 
the change will come into operation on the 
1st of January, 1839; this will be a happy 
day for India and her people.” 4 


We are informed that R. M. Bever- 
ley, Esq., a writer whose 
excited considerable attention, was baptized 
at Oxford a few weeks ago, by the Rev. H. 
Bulteel. : 

ARE OM. ot 

The Rev. W. Yarnold has resigned his 

office as pastor of the church at Romsey, and 
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Subscriptions and Donations in aid of this Society will be thankfully received at the 
Baptist Mission House, No, 6, Fen Court, Fenchurch Street, London; or by any of the 
Ministers or Friends whose names are inserted in the Cover of the Annual Report. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE, 


EAST INDIES. 


CALCUTTA. 

Another of the youth educated in the 
Chitpur school, named Gunga Narrayan 
Sil, has lately been baptized at the Cir- 
On this occasion he 
read publicly, the following history of his 
conversion to Christianity. 


As there are many things connected with 
my conversion which I feel assured will be 
interesting and encouraging to those who are 
engaged to promote the kingdom of Jesus 
Christ, a brief mention of them in this 
place will not, I hope, be deemed improper. 

It was about nine years ago that I was 
admitted into the Chitpur Mission school, 
then under the care of the Rev. George 
Pearce. When I first went to school, I 
had not a ray of knowledge concerning 
God and salvation. It was by the grace of 
God and the kind exertions of Mr. Pearce 
that I began to be acquainted with the 
knowledge of my Creator and my sinfulness 
before him. Born, as I was, in a Hindu 
family, my views of religion were in no 
way different from those of the Hindus in 
general. I was, both in theory and practice, 
a strict observer of idolatry. In this awful 
state I remained for two or three years 
after entering into the Chitpur school, 
when it pleased God to excite me to think 
on the system set forth in the Hindu Shas. 
ters, for then it was I began to feel the im- 
portance of religion, through the instructions 
I daily received in the school, and in a few 
months I was convinced of its emptiness 
and unworthiness of acceptance by rea- 
sonable beings; at the same time I was 
favourably impressed towards Christianity ; 
but knowing that there was another foreign 
Shaster, namely the Koran, I therefore bor- 
rowed from a friend Mr. Sale’s translation, 
and studied it for a few months, when I 


came to the same conclusion of Mahome- 


- 


danism as I had previously of Hinduism. 
I returned with greater interest to the study 
of the Bible, and by the blessing of God I 
soon found the truth which in vain I had 
searched for in the Hindu and Mussulman 
Shasters; and, feeling its great importance, 
I became, if not altogether, at least an 
almost Christian, and endeavoured to live ac- 
cording to the Bible. At the same time I felt 
desirous of seeking the spiritual good of my 
countrymen, for I thought that a man would 
truly be charged with cruelty in a country 
ravaged by a dreadful disease, who possessed 
a remedy that would cure, but kept the 
same by himself, and refused to give it to 
his dying fellow-creatures. Accordingly 
I wrote a contrast between Christianity and 
Hinduism, and inserted it in one of the 
native papers. This publication excited a 
persecution against me, and beth in com- 
pany and in the streets, I was often assailed 
by my friends, and neighbours, and the mem- 
bers of my family, sometimes with abuse, 
and sometimes with: expostulation: never- 
theless I continued for some months en- 
deavouring to observe the precepts of the 
Bible. But at length Satan took occasion 
to dissuade me from the way of the Lord, 
for some infidel works having been put 
into my hands, I soon fell a victim to these 
pernicious statements. The first thing that 
I began to question on Christianity was the 
divinity of Christ, and afterwards by de- 
grees the various truths of the Bible, until 
at last I rejected the whole, and became a* 
believer in no religion. And when reli- 
gion ceased to have any influence over my 
mind, I became again a slave to sin and 
Satan, and so opposed was I to Christianity, 
that I often spoke against it; and for a 
time attempted, in writing, to refute the 


-argument brought forward to establish its 


divine origin. By the exercise I learnt that 
Christianity was too well established by 
evidences to be shaken by me, and therefore 
I began again to think that it was true. 
Still I did not yield to its admonitions,. 
through the influence of evil companions, 
with whom I associated, can excesses 
: K 


~ 
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in evil conduct into which I had fallen, 
Thus was true in me the words of Jesus 
Christ that ye “hearing, hear not, and seeing 
see not, and light is come into the world, 
but men love darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds are evil.’ But about 
six months ago it pleased God to arouse me 
from my lethargy, and my mind took a 
sudden change. For at that time I began 
to think how I had abused the knowledge 
which God had been pleased to impart to 
me. A warning passage of the Scripture 
also came suddenly to my mind, *‘He that 
hardeneth his neck, being often reproved, 
shall be suddenly cut off, and that without 
mercy,” I thought also of eternity, and 
other important subjects were awakened in 
my mind. On my return home I com- 
menced reading Doddridge’s Rise and Pro- 
gress of Religion in the Soul, which strength- 
ened my convictions, and made me see 
more plainly the dreadful precipice on which 
-I was standing. Still I endeavoured to 
suppress these unwelcome thoughts, and 
-even by means which would be improper 
to mention here, and thus attempted to shut 
“my eyes to the danger which awaited me; 
but this I did in vain, for soon I felt that 
I may fight with God as long as this life 
lasteth, but in so doing I must perish 
finally. It also occurred to me at this time 
(and was of use in binding my stubborn 
heart), that Newton, Bacon, and other 
renowned philosophers, had not thought 
Christianity beneath their attention, and 
died happy in the belief of it: and I re- 
-membered also the death-bed accounts of 
.Paine, Voltaire, and other infidels, who, 
although in their life-time they fought against 
the Bible, yet in their last moments were 
obliged to acknowledge Jesus Christ. Thus 
God was now pleased again to lead meto the 
study of the Bible, with an earnest desire 
for salvation, and as I proceéded I felt more 
and more the importance of being prepared 
for another world, I also learnt my sinful 
condition in the sight of God, and my utter 
inability to be saved by my own works, I 
learnt also that Jesus Christ is the only 
* appointed Saviour, and that he is both able 
and willing to save to the uttermost all that 
apply to God by him. I left my sinful 
companions, and kept at home, principally 
studying good books. And as a candle is 
not li 
it my duty, having in my heart embraced 
Jesus Christ as the Saviour of sinners, 
publicly to profess myself to be his disciple 
in the presence of his people, which I do 


willingly this day; And may God strengthen | 
him faithfully to the end of my | 


me to serve 


life, that I may dwell with him hereafter. 
Amen, : 


a cg Gunoa NARRAYAN Si. oy 


t to be put under a bushel, so I feel. 


Another young man, who is expected 
to be baptized shortly, has given the fol- 
lowing account of himself. 


My name is Hurry Hurr Sandal, of the 
Barandra caste, a Kulin Bramin of the Ram 
Nath Lahuri sect. My father’s name was 
Kashinath Sandal, of the Barandra caste, 
a Kulin Brahmin, of the Ran Nath Lahuri 
sect, I dwelt with my father, in the district 
of Jessore, in the division called Nuldu, 
and in a village called Jugdul. When my 
father died, my elder brother, Panchanon 
Sandal, brought me to Calcutta. I was 
then ten years old. Ramchand, of the sect 
of Ram Nath Lahuri, a Kulin Brahmin, 
and his younger brother, Krishna, were my 
wife’s brothers; they dwelt on the western 
side of the Ganges, near Howrah, in a 
village called Satragachtie; the former is 
cash-keeper to Raja Narayan Sing, and the 
latter is a Darogah in Jorasako Bazar. 
After my marriage with their sister, I. was 
living in Ramchand’s house. First I 
learned the Bengalee language, then by, 
Ramchand I was admitted to the Rev. J. 
D. Ellis’s school at Chitpur. I learned the 
English language in about two years, and 
was reading in the second class. When I 
was able to understand something of the 
English, the Rev. J. D. Ellis was obliged 
to remove his school, through his sickness, 
and I then went to the Rev. J. Penney’s 
school, the Benevolent Institution, and 
he admitted me into the first class. In 
the month of April there arose a great 
tempest on the Ganges, by which many 
boats were sunk. On this account I was 
not able to attend the school every day, 
because I lived over the water. I had a 
great desire to comprehend religious subjects, 
and I had a New Testament in English and 
other religious books, which I had read 
before in the school; with these I went to 
Seebpore, to Gunga Narayan Sil, and applied 
to him to teach me one or two months, 
which he consented to do. He was under 
the care of the Rev. G. Pearce. When I 


-began to learn with him, I understood that 


there are not many gods, but only one 
Supreme Being. Iand one of my friends 
both began to discourse with some of our — 
relations about the gods, in which we were x 
assisted by studying a Bengalee tract 
ealled the True Refuge. We began to read 
the New Testament in our house, which _ 
we understood in our hearts very well. © 
We asked Gunga Narayan: Sil some parts 
of the Testament, which he explained to us 
ery clearly ; so that weco ided some 
of its truths. Ramkrishna Christian gave 
us the Gospel of» Matthew, in Bengalee, 
which we began to learn, some parts: we 
2 of understanding.. Gunga 

and Ramkrishna explained — 
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these to us. ° Ramkrishna gave me. the 
New Testament in Bengalee, and by read. 
ing this and other religious books obtained 
from Gunga Narayan Sil, and also by con- 
versation with him, I understood that 
Jesus Christ is the true Saviour, and that I 
am a great sinner, Then I told Gunga 
Narayan Sil, that I wished to be a Chris. 
tian, of which he informed Rev. G. Pearce, 
and he spoke to me and gave me advice, 
he also gave me a letter to give to Rev. J. 
Penney. At that time Gunga Narayan Sil 
was going to Lukhyantipore to preach the 
gospel, and T wished to go with him and to 
return to Calcutta. I then went to Rey. J. 
Penney, and gave the letter to him. He 
read the letter, and spoke to me and en- 
couraged me. I told him that I wished to 
go to Lukhyantipore with Gunga Narayan 
Sil, so he said to Gunga Narayan Sil, ‘You 
had better: take him with you.” So we 
went there, and after he had finished his 
work in preaching to the Christians, I 
came back with him, and have since lived 
with Shuja’atali Christian, from whom I 
have received religious instructions. Rev. 
J. Penney also instructed me and supplied 
me with all needful things. Shuja’atali 
Christian has kept me very carefully in his 
house, and treated me like a son; he has 
also taught me many things about the Scrip- 
tures, and the manners and customs of 
Christians. He also gave me suitable 
books to read, by which I have gained more 
strength and hope. Now my faith is this, 
that Christ has died for me, and though my 
relations have endeavoured to hinder ‘me, 
and have quarrelled with Mr. Penney in 
his house, yet I can say, like Paul, “‘ Who 
can separate me from the love of Christ ?” 
and I praise him who has saved me, a sinful 
man, from the shadow of darkness and of 
death, and will make me a partner in’ the 
kingdom of heaven and everlasting life. 
For thisI pray every day, that if I live I 
may live to the Lord, or if I die that death 
may be my gain. Now those disciples of 
Christ, who have assisted me in seeking my 
salvation, I thank them, and I know surely 
they will not lose their reward. Now I wish 
to be baptized, for I have read in the Bible, 
that those who believe in the gospel and 
are baptized shall be saved. I know I 
shall not be saved by baptism,‘but I wish 
from respect and love to keep the command- 
ments of the Lord, who hath said, “If ye 
love me, keep my commandments.” 


LUKHYANTIPORE. 


Brother Carapeit visited the villages last 


~week, and was much pleased with the spirit 
of the people, and with their attention to 


the means of grace. He had the pleasure | 
of baptizing five persons, who had been 
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waiting -nearly a twelvemonth. When 
brother Williamson visited the villages he 
expressed himself satisfied with their sin- 
cerity, and recommended that their baptism 
should not be delayed. 

The work of the Lord is still making pro- 
gress in these villages ; the leaven is gradu- 
ally diffusing its holy influence in the sur. 
rounding villages. The native preachers 
are active and zealous, and appear to meet 
with favour in the eyes of the people. The 
labours of Mr. De Monte, who spends most 
of his time in the villages, are very accept- 
able and instructive to the Christians. Mr. 
De Monte is to be commended for the at- 
tention hé pays to his own improvement, as 
it is this which renders him useful to the 
native church, and to the native preachers. 
When the native Christians shall become 
more eminent for their knowledge of the 
Scriptures, and distinguished for their piety, 
the heathen will be constrained to say, ‘““We 
will go with you, for we perceive that the 
Lord is with you.” Since the departure of 
brother G. Pearce, we feel the need of some 
one to take the oversight of this inquiring 
and promising people. Brother Williamson, 
after much deliberation and anxiety, has felt 
it his duty to remain at Beerbhoom. We 
must, therefore, wait patiently till some one 
arrives from England. - 

August 1, 1838. 


JESSORE. 


Extract from Mr, Parry’s letter for July. 


I remember two or three evenings at the 
Bazaar some of our auditors observing to us. 
that the time was at hand for the general 
prevalence of the gospel. Notwithstanding 
such encouraging appearances, we do not 
observe any poor perishing sinners sincerel 
concerned about salvation. Instruction Is 
our duty, but conversion must proceed 
from God alone, and may it please his di- 
vine will to send down abundantly the Holy 
Spirit, whose all prevailing energy can 
cause the dry bones to live! The cause of 
our Lord is evidently proceeding steadil 
and quietly, though slowly. We have ye 
to contend with a few ignorant and proud 
Brahmins, but this class of Hindoos in 
general have lost a good deal of the un- 
happy influence they formerly exercised 
over the Shoodrus. I have often observed 
the latter contending with the former on 
religious matters, and will not brook the 
dogmatic teaching of the Brahmins. 

Jessore, August 4, 1838. 


BURISAUL. | 
Vishnou’s Journal for June, 1838. 
June Sth. Reading from the:tract “ What 
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book is worthy of all acceptation?” I spoke 
of the divine influence of God’s word to 
three men from Bikrampore, and also spoke 
against Hindooism as the fabrication of 
men. ‘To the word preached the men paid 
much attention, and were seemingly con- 
vinced of the errors of their own religion, 
which they said they could not leave on 
account of men. 

June 15th. To three persons from Obi- 
gunge I preached Christ, and was heard 
with the most pleasing attention. They 
confessed that they never heard before the 
things they heard to-day. ‘‘ Then,” said J, 
“as the words were not mine, but the great 
God’s, they ought to pay the greater atten- 
tion to them.” 

June 16th. I was invited by a Poddar (a 
banker) to preach in his shop to him. As he 
had not heard our books read from a long 
time back, I read from the tract called 
Timir Narshak, and made several remarks, 
applying those remarks also, on the word 
“darkness,” and for some time continued 
preaching Christ. 

July 13, 1838. 


BENARES. . 
Mr. Smith’s letter for June. 


Last month a grand Mellah took place at 
Béné Ram’s Garden, called Ratjatra, which 
continued for three days, where I went and 
declared the message of God to multitudes 
of people, and distributed Scriptures and 
tracts. A Brahmin came forward, saying, 
“Behold our God sitting on a rat (car), richly 
adorned” T asked him, “ Did your god get 
into the rat himself?’ The people began 
to laugh, and the Brahmin, after hesitating 
a little, answered, “We have put him up 
into the car ourselves.”’ I told him “‘ Your 
god is subject to you, he cannot move with- 
out your assistance, consequently he cannot 
be god. God is the Creator of the universe 
and upholds all things by his power, and is 
not subject-to man.” ‘To which he made 
no objection, but asked for some Hindi 
tracts, which I gladly gave him. Several 
Hindus and Musselmans ealled on me last 
month for books, which I supplied them, 
and also went about the city with Brother 
Ram Surn, and declared the gospel to crowds 
of attentive people, and we felt very thank- 
ful that we met with no opposers. 

July 30, 1838. 


_— 


CEYLON. 


We trust, that long before now our 
brother, Mr. Harris, and his family have 
safely reached this island. The follow- 


ing letter to the Secretary, dated from | pleasing to be treading i ree 
the Cape of Good Hope, 24th August, ! pees te ye ating to the same. slope. 


fs 
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contains pleasing information as to his 
progress so far. 


1 am sure it will be pleasing to you to 
hear that our voyage so far has been ex- 
tremely favourable. On a comparison with 
other vessels, which we have been enabled 
to make while here, we have been singularly 
favoured ; and I cannot refrain from drawing 
therefrom a happy omenof our future course. 
My. time, on board, was occupied (so 
far as weather and circumstances would per- 
mit) in furthering the objects of the mission 
by private study and public ministrations. 
The Singhalese language, I hope, becomes 
now somewhat familiar to me, and by a 
careful analysis and comparison ofthe Greek 
Testament with the version you were kind 
enough to procure for me, I am able to dis- 
cern its genius, and lay hold of its idioms. 
No doubt, some time will elapse before [am 
competent publicly to instruct the natives, 
but I feel that I have eleared away a great 
deal of the ground-work by my application 
in England, and, consequently, I look for a 
proportionably shorter period of discipline 
in Ceylon, Your letter to Dr. Philip I. 
found very useful, Mrs. P. has kindly pro- 
cured us lodging. This step was necessary 
for the health and comfort ef Mrs. H. and 
children, as well as for the preservation of 
our linen, some of which is already much 
damaged by mildew from lying so long. 

I wish it was in my power to detail to you 
cireumstances of decided conversion among 
any of the crew with whom we sailed. 1 
have laboured, I may say truly, with much 
prayer and supplication to bring them to a 
right comprehension of their state in the 
sight ef God, and have always been favoured. 
with the most serious attention, and the. 
most respeetful behaviour, Nothing like 
weariness or disinclination to listen was 
discoverable on their countenances, and I 
generally found them reading either the 
Seriptures or tracts (which I distributed to. 
them), during the other parts of the day. 
Profane language has scarcely ever been 
used, and the strictest order has been 
observed, With the captain and mate I 
have had frequent and close conversations, 
and I cannot but hope their purport and 


solemnity will be remembered when we are. _ 


perhaps far separated from each other, 

This place is awfully irreligious, nearly. 
one half its population are professedly Mo- 
hammedans, and a great part of the residue 
evidently live without hope and without 
God in the world.” Iam to preach for Dr, 


Philip on Sabbath morning next, if spared, 


at half-past nine. Mr. Williams and his 
fellow labourers left here . 
o, on their way to the South Seas, It is. 


about six weeks - 


hope the churches in England will exert. 
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themselves to aid to the utmost possible 
extent the dissemination of that religion 
which alone has the stamp of God’s hand 
upon it, and which brings such a number, 
as well as such a variety of blessings in its 
train. May a spirit of prayer fall on all 
their proceedings in reference to the enlight- 
ening of the Heathen nations. 

We are told to expect about six weeks 
voyage from hence to Ceylon; and after 
what we have gone through this seems a 
mere trifle. I hope our respected brother 
Daniel’s life will be preserved until our 
arrival. What awaits us is uncertain, but 
that “grace sufficient ” will be at hand is 
just. as certain; and, therefore, the apostle’s 
lesson, I hope, I have in some measure 
learnt ‘*in whatever state I am, therewith 
content.” JT am sure, if my removal hither 
has done no other good, it has increased my 
faith, my hope, my love. It has given me 
holier aspirations than I ever had before, 
and warmed my heart with a more exten. 
sive benevolence. It has enlarged my mind 
both in regard to God and man; and I have 
always had the pleasing attestation, that his 
hand hath led me, and upheld me. Mrs. 
Harris and the dear children are well and 
our servant likewise. 


WEST INDIES. 


JAMAICA. 
BETHTEPHIL, 
Extract of a letter from Mr. Dendy, dated 
Aug. 22. r 

Since the memorable Ist of August until 
the present time I have delayed writing, 
knowing that information concerning the 
manner in which the complete emancipation 
of the negro population was celebrated 
would reach you through the medium of the 
Island press. The Falmouth Post of the 
15th inst. contains an account of proceed- 
ings at Salter’s Hill, and Bethtephil Mis- 
sionary stations. Our people on that occa- 
sion manifested their usual liberality, and 
to me their collection came at an opportune 
time, as payments are becoming due, and 
means for the erection of galleries, which 

are commenced, have to be provided for. 
The people on the estates, by whom I am 
surroanded, have been remarkably peaceful, 
orderly, and quiet, since the Ist of August, 
and have manifested the most anxious dis- 
position to work for wages ; but I regret to 
state, that the managers of properties have 
not come forward with fair and equitable 
offers; but have, in some cases, endea- 


voured to intimidate the labourers to accept. 


of an unfair rate of wages, by serving them 
with notice to quit their houses and lands 
within three months. I believe however 
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that in some cases of this sort managers 
have seen their folly, by recalling their 
notices, and I suppose will now be ready to 
make more fair and equitable offers for 
labour; if they do so, the people will soon 
be regularly at work, which I feel persuaded 
they will perform with cheerfulness. 

I anticipate a large increase to the num. 
ber of day-scholars: in our schools, in con- 
sequence of the termination of the appren- 
ticeship, which has released a number of 
children of about tem or twelve years of 
age, who will now avail themselves of the 
opportunity afforded of learning to read. 


BAHAMAS, 


Turk’s Island.—\t is pleasing to find, 
by the following communication from 
Mr. Quant, that the day of freedom was 
observed, in that remote quarter, with 
the same decorum which distinguished 
it in Jamaica : 


Since I last wrote you the much-antici- 
pated, and, by some, the much-dreaded, Ist 
of August has passed. The Bahama legis- 
lature, as you have most likely been in- 
formed, abandoned the two years’ appren- 
ticeship and, on the first of August, made 
all her apprentices free. The news arrived 
at this extremity of the colony on the 13th, 
and caused among the apprentices universal 
joy. With many a feeling of holy joy and 
gratitude to God was produced; and in 
other places where the apprentices where 
uninfluenced by religious considerations, 
the feeling was so softened and subdued, 
that but few kept their jubilee at the rum- 
shop; and I have not heard of a single 
case of disorderly conduct brought before 
the magistrates on that occasion. We haye 
had a little salt to rake in the Cay since, 
and a few vessels have been in for cargoes; 
the people work merrily and cheerfully ; 
and, as far as I can learn, quite to the satis- 
faction of their late owners; and all appear, 
as far as my observation extends, very well 
satisfied with the change. But this has been 
a very trying year for all on this Cay, both 
rich and poor, free and bond. Last year 
the hurricane destroyed so much of the 
salt, that but little was left to give the poor 
people an opportunity of earning any money 
by shipping it; and this has been almost-a 
total failure for the salt-rakers. When I 
make up my accounts of receipts for the 
year in the classes, &c., on account of the 
society, I am afraid you will discover a 
falling off; and had I to build my chapel 
now, I know not how I should succeed, 
such is the depressed state of finances in the’ 
community. The sole dependence of nine- 
tenths of the community is salt. When we 
have abundance of this article money 
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moves: about briskly, and is -spent. and 
given away as freely as it comes; but when 
we have no salt, every body looks gloomy, 
As we have so small a supply on hand, I 
am afraid there will be but little work for 
the late apprentices; and if they are unable 
to obtain work, they must suffer very much 
before another season comes. These fore- 
bodings may not be realized, they may be 
merely the workings of unbelief, but I can- 
not help feeling in anticipation for the poor 
of my flock. On the 14th of August we 
held a thanksgiving meeting, to commem- 
orate the goodness of God in liberating 
those who had been in bondage. Our 
chapel was crowded; the prayers of our 
poor people, or rather their thanksgivings 
flowing from grateful hearts, in strains 
simple and unaffected, proved how deeply 
many felt the benefit of the boon conferred 
upon them. Their broken, simple strains 
of gratitude affected me to tears. It was a 
service which I doubt not angels witnessed 
with joy. 
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Next week I expect to take another trip- 


to the Caicos; to lay the foundation stone of 
a small chapel, at one of the settlements 
there ; and I expect in a few weeks to be 
compelled to commence another at a differ- 
ent part of the Islands. For a time they 
will occasion me some deal of anxiety and 
care; but I hope to get through the work 
without troubling: you for assistance; yet 
£50 sterling on loan for a year for the two, 
would very materially lighten my labour. 


Subsequently to the date of the above 
letter, these islands were visited by a 
furious hurricane, attended with much 
destruction of life and property. We 
fear that the staple production, salt, has 
been entirely lost, which will occasion 
much distress to the poor inhabitants. 
Our readers will feel that this cireum- 
stance strengthens their. claim to our 
sympathy, and renders it the more ne- 
cessary to provide them with the means 
of grace. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The thanks of the Committee are presented to the Rev. John Craps, of Lincoln, for 250 
Pamphlets on Baptism, and toa Friend, for seven New Testaments for the West Indies. 

A box has been received from Miss Addison Bower, Edinburgh, and a parcel from Mrs. 
Risdon, for Mr. and Mrs. Henderson, of Belize ; a parcel from the Rev. J. Russell, Melks- 
ham, for Mr. Hayles, Montego Bay; a box from the Rev. P. J. Saffery and Friends, 
Hastings, for the Rev. Walter Dendy, Bethtephil ; a case from Bury for Mr. Quant, Turk’s 
Island; a case and keg from Berwick, for Mr. Clarke, of Jericho; and parcels for Mr. 
Phillippo, Spanish Town, from Miss Stacey, Tottenham, and Mr. Cartwright, Warwick 
Place, Holborn, and, also, a box from Miss Collingwood and Ladies at Oxford. : 

Mr. Applegate, at Nassau, acknowledges, with thanks, in a late letter to Fen Court, his 


having recgjved a box of cloth 


aie ie ted an enlargement of the Herald, and that it should, 


fri ho have kindly sugges : ¢ hould 
in sae i ehh instead of helfie issued gratuitously, are informed that the subject is 


are eT ee of the Herald, or of the other publications of the Society, will be 


thankfully received at the Mission House. . 


ing and fancy articles from Mrs. Salter, of Trowbridge, and 
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Subscriptions and Donations thankfully received by the Secretary, Rev. S. GREEN, 61, Queen’s 
Row, Walworth ; by the Rev. J. DyEr, at the Baptist Mission Rooms, 6, Fen Court, Fenchurch 
Street; and the Rey. SrerHen Davis, 92, St. John Street Road, Islington; the Messrs. 
MiLiarp, Bishopsgate Street ; SANDERS, 104, Great Russel Street, Bloomsbury ; LADBROKE 
& Co., Bankers, Bank Buildings; by the Rev. C. ANpERson, Edinburgh; the Rev. Mr. 
InnEs, Frederick Street, Edinburgh ; the Rev. J. Forp, 8, Richmond Hill, Rathmines-road, 
Dublin; by Mr. J. Hopkins, Bull Street, Birmingham; by Mr. J. H. ALLEN, Norwich ; 
and by any Baptist Minister, in any of our principal towns. 


Among the recent correspondence of the agents of the Society are two letters, extracts 
edo we give below, saying upon them in this place but two things, and that very 

riefly, 

With the requests they contain the Committee would very cheerfully comply, if they had 
the means, and if they did not feel themselves somewhat restricted by the former practice of 
the Society, It has never undertaken the expense of building or purchasing meeting-houses ; 
and now, with an entirely exhausted treasury, and an increasing debt to incur, such an 
expense is utterly out of the question, We would cheerfully comply, but we cannot. 

Still, should any friend or friends be disposed to render the needful help, whether by loan 
or otherwise, the Secretary will be glad to receive communications on the subject. Of course, 
should the money be kindly lent, its repayment would be provided for by the parties for 
whom, in both cases, the accommodation is needed. 

Mr. Hamilton, who has already collected, chiefly in this country, from £150 to £200, 


writes as follows :— 


Athlone, Nov. 1, 1838. 
My dear Brother, 

We hope to have the walls of our chapel 
completed next week ; but when we get the 
roof on, the work must stand still, unless we 
can borrow some money to finish it, 

Is there any friend in London that would 
lend £80 for this purpose until June next, 
when, if spared, I hope to have it collected. 

I did not get the ground that I expected ; 
I, however, got another plot at £6 per year, 
for 900 years. There is room for a house 
beside the chapel, which could be built for 
£120, and which would be. worth £10 per 
year. It would accommodate our family. 

The building of a house beside the chapel 
would render a vestry unnecessary. There is 
a good work commenced among the children, 
so that [ would be very unwilling to leave 
home at present. ‘Try and send me the 
money. 


Mr. Young, of Belfast, writes, under date 
of October 8, as follows : : 


Dear Brother, 

Since I last addressed you, I had the plea- 
sure of seeing brother Anderson, of Edin- 
burgh, who spent two days in Belfast, on his 
return home from the south of Ireland. 
There is a small chapel in York Street, which 
is now to be sold. Some of our friends have 
been advising me to try to get it; I therefore 


directed his attention to it, and he thinks that 
it would answer our parpose well. He thinks 
that we will never be able to get a respectable 
audienoe till we have a place of worship, as 
the Belfast people are inclined to despise the 
accommodation which a hired room affords, 
it is 46 feet long, by 30 wide, inside the 
porqh and walls; it is neatly pewed, but has 
no gallery. It belongs to the Kilhamite Me- 
thodists, who have built a new chapel in the 
same street. The proprietors have been 
offered £250 for it; the sum which they 
have fixed upon as the minimum is £265. 
It pays a ground rent of £9 per annum. I 
have been allowed the use of it at present, 


until it be disposed of, to preach in at two. 


o‘clock on Sabbath, which will answer better 
than the room which I had engaged in Patrick 
Street. I write that you may take all the 
circumstances of the case into your consider- 
ation, and advise me accordingly. If you 
would think it advisable, something must be 
done instantly. What I would propose is 
this: If the Society would either lend them- 
selves, or borrow for me £160 pounds, I 
would try at present to raise the remaining 
£100 pounds in this country; and then I 
could go out next summer, and collect the 
sum which you would lend. I could make 
such arrangements about the Anna Street 
toom as would prevent you from being at any 
loss by it. I should have written on this 
subject sooner, that the letter might have 


— 
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reached you before the sitting of the Com- 
mittee ; but alone and almost unfriended as 
I am, I was afraid to attempt such a thing 
without the advice of a person wiser than 
myself. I am happy to inform you that our 
Sabbath school presented yesterday a large 
and interesting appearance. 


Again, Oct. 30th :— 


All our friends in this town have come to 
one conclusion, viz., that we cannot succeed 
unless we get a place of worship. 

In my last letter, I did not mean to ask 
your Committee to give the money, but only 
to lend or to borrow it for us ; and I think we 
may reasonably expect to be able to collect such 
asmall sumnextsummer. Under all the cir- 
cumstances, I would strongly recommend you 
to send over one of your wisest and ablest 
ministers for one weck; the expense would not 
be great ; first, to examine into our circum- 
stances, and determine upon the propriety of 
purchasing Beth beri chapel ; 2nd, to preach 
one Sabbath in the assembly room, Commer- 
cial Buildings, Your Committee must deter- 
mine to make some sacrilices at first ; but if a 
proper foundation were once laid, no one can 
doubt that there is in this city the materials 
for a flourishing church. 

I spent last week in a tour round the 
northern coast. Wednesday preached in 
Gurryduff, near Ballymoney; the house was 
filled to suffocation, there were near three 
hundred persons present, This is now an 
excellent station. The people implored me to 
get them a Scripture reader; and I think that 
if your funds would allow it, you could not 
send one to a more likely place. It wasa 
very dark, ignorant district, but the iittle 
Baptist church there has already effected con- 
siderable good, 


It is but right, after Mr. Young’s reference 
to Mr, Anderson, to say that that gentleman 
was written to hy the Secretary, and in a few 
days he kindly sent a reply, from which we 
take press insert the following extract :— 


I merely passed through Belfast, on my 
way to Edinburgh. JI saw Mr, and Mrs. 
Young one day, and was much pleased with 
both, but I did not hear Mr. Young either 
preach or pray. Though pleased, therefore, 
with his appearance and conversation, I could 
form no opinion as to his fitness for the meri- 
dian of Belfast. At the same time, if any 
permanent good is tobe effected in that fine- 
spirited town, it seemed to me essential that 
there should be some degree of ‘ decency’ in 
the attempt, as it regards a place for divine 


worship. ‘The place he ‘pointed out to me 
also appeared to be very desirable for this 
end; not too large, and, for a plate where 
building ground is valuable, very cheap. 
_ Had I the means myself, and were satisfied | 1 


vty 


in other respects, I should have at otice 
seized upon it. A baptistry, however, should 
by all means be furnished to it, if justice is 
meant to be done to our views of that expres- 
sive ordinance ; as the place in which I saw 
this good man baptize his wife was quite 
sufficient to repel many a spectator. Should 
you resolve on the chapel, I hope this sen- 
tence will at once arouse some one of our 
opulent brethren to gratify himself by pro- 
viding one, and thus afford the Irish an 
opportunity of seeing some practical reference 
made to the place where the Lord once lay. 


A Mr. M‘Clenahan, a gentleman of learn- 
ing and piety in Belfast, also writes to the 
Secretary under date of Nov. 2:— 


Sir, 

I understand that my friend Mr. Young, 
your agent in this town, has written to your 
Committee to purchase a chapel, which has 
been lately advertized for sale in Belfast. 
From all I see of the position of parties here, 
and of the workings of the religious world, I 
know of nothing the Baptist Society could co 
at this moment so likely to promote the cause 
as to purchase this chapel, or sanction and 
assist in the building of a similar one. There 
are in the town many persons of Baptist 
principles, who only require to be brought out 
by such a place of worship, and a popular 
and pious minister; and I am confident that, 
if a church were formed here on the princi- 
ple of Mr. Carson’s, i. e., to admit all Chris- 
tians to its fellowship, it would soon be a large 
one. 


Extract from a letter from Mr, Berry, dated 
Oct. 1:— 


““A Mrs. W—, who came here from Kill- 
dare for the benefit of her health, has since 
my last died in peace. When she came she 
was without God. Our family prayer arrested 
her -attention: she saw we were a praying 
people; she became an inquirer. When Mr, 


Hinton visited us, I was endeavouring to ex- 
plain to her the plan of salvation through 
Christ. It pleased Him who works all things 


after the counsel of his own will, to bring her 
from Killdare and him from London, the ene ~ 
to hear, the otherto preach on the justification ~ 
of a sinner through Christ Jesus. ‘The Spirit — 
who long ago opened Lydia’s heart, opened 
her’s also ; she saw her condition as a sinner, — 
the all-sufficiency of the Redeemer, and fled 
to him for refuge. She returned home re- 
joicing in Christ Jesus ; nd I am informed 
by her brother, my hos' a good man, that 
she attributed her 
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Mr. M. Mallarky writes to the Secretary : 


Clonmel, Sept. 27, 1838. 
Rey. and dear Sir, 

I am sure it affords you great pleasure 
to learn that the Father of mercies and God 
of all comfort is eminently blessing his own 
cause in this district, and causing the soil 
hitherto comparatively barren and unfruitful 
to exhibit tokens of fertility and beauty far 
exceeding our expectations. But the Lord 
has promised that his word will not ‘retarn to 
him void; and we have abundant assurance, 
that if we labour and faint not, in due time 
we shall reap a plentiful harvest. 

Yesterday [ returned from the Hills, where 
I spent nearly four days, actively engaged in 
endeavouring to sow the good seed by every 
means in my power, It rejoices my heart to 
state, that in this remote but interesting sta- 
tion we have cause “‘ to thank God and take 
courage.”” Not only are the things that re- 
mained, and were ready to die, strengthened, 
but the fallow ground seems broken in some 
hearts, and others are anxious to ‘‘ hear words 
whereby they may be saved.’? The few indi- 
viduals who have, by the blessing of God on 
the Society’s exertions formerly, been plucked 
as brands from the burning, seem growing in 
grace, and united in their prayers and exer- 
tions for the promotion of the cause of Christ 
in their neighbourhood. During the time 
that I remained at the Hills, I preached fre- 
quently in the villages, visited most of the 
families in the neighbourhood, read, prayed, 
and distributed tracts among them, and also 
availed myself of several opportunities of 
proclaiming salvation to perishing sinners in 
the highways and fields. The Roman Ca- 
tholics, with one or two exceptions, appeared 
exceedingly attentive. A man of the name 
of Kelly, with whom I came in contact, re- 
fused to take a tract from me, whereas his 
priest, he said, forbid him to have any inter- 
course with persons of my character, much 
less read their books. After I reminded him 
that he was an accountable creature, possessed 
of an immortal soul, destined to be happy or 
miserable ; that the priest and he would have 
to account for themselves personally before 
the tribunal of Jehovah; and informed him 
affectionately that my only cause for obtrud- 
ing on his attention, was to make him ac- 
quainted with the merits of Christ’s blood, 
that he might escape the awful doom that 
awaited the ungodly, he seemed very serious. 
Before I left him, he said he would be glad 
to see me again. May He “ who commanded 
the light to shine out of darkness,” shine into 
his heart! The prayer-meeting which we 
established on a former occasion is increasing 
in attendance; our congregations this time 
were larger than usual; and in my visits 


among the people, I found a spirit of inquiry 


prevailing amidst opposition. From these 


~ 


ral 


signs we may conclude that the good sced is 
taking root, and that ere long the wilderness 
will blossom as the rose. 

Portlaw, of which I made mention in a 
former letter, also presents an encouraging 
appearance. ‘This thickly inhabited village, 
situated in a mountainous district, is almost 
destitute of the means of grace, and the ina 
habitants seem very anxious for the gospel. 
The last time I was there, I omitted an- 
nouncing my intention of visiting them again. 
This led the congregation to think that I did 
not intend to return, In the morning they 
met together to request that they should not 
be forsaken, but that I] might point out to the 
Society the propriety of haying them regularly 
visited. ‘The priests are taking the alarm, 
and endeavouring to oppose us. One of 
them collected some of the tracts that I dis- 
tributed among the people, read them on the 
altar, told the people I was a person that was 
endeavouring to propagate a new religion ; 
but if I came to him, he would show me that 
I was building on a false foundation, and 
commanded his deluded followers to shun me, 
and take no more of my books. The next 
time I came to the village, he strutted about, 
as if he wanted to brow-beat us, A friend 
pointed him out to me, when I was in the act 
of giving away tracts very convenient to him, 
T expected he would eall me to an account 
for my conduct, and afford an opportunity of 
proclaiming a full and free salvation through 
the blood of Christ; but he did not take the 
least notice. It appears he fears his craft is 
in danger. I am glad Mr. Francis intends 
visiting Portlaw, previous to his leaving this 
country, as he will be able to give a more full 
account of the important field which opens 
to your society. 

A poor woman who is a regular attendant 
at one of our stations in this town, formerly 
a Roman Catholic, told me a few days ago, 
that she looked out with anxiety through the 
week for Friday, because of the opportunity 
she enjoys of hearing the gospel on that day, 
which is comforting to her soul in the midst 
of this world’s trials. She has also become 
a regular attendant at the meeting-house. It 
gave me great pleasure to hear from Mr. 
Francis, that a lady with whom he was in 
conversation bore testimony to the decided 
change that has recently taken place in a 


Or 


man in the neighbourhood of this town, whom ~ 


I have taught to read, and to whose soul I 
trust the Lord has made me the humble in- 
strument of conveying the gospel. 


Whether we view the operations of the — 


Society in this town, or the adjoining stations, 
when we contrast the present appearance with 
the prospect exhibited twelve months ago, we 
cannot but exclaim with humility and grati- 
tude, “What hath God wrought!” To his 
name be the glory and praise. : 


\ 
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F. W. Cobb, Esq. (additional) i) 
1.8: Elliott, Esq. (of Camber- 
well}: betes eon 010 0 
Messrs, T. and J. Flint.. eee 0 10-0 
Mr. Rybott.o....sia sere pempeien 030 oD 
My, Giese. oie vos-pae sets os eG See 
Mr; Jenkins. ..45¢5 6337. ase. 0 10-0 
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Tue Committee would place the following 
cases before the friends of Home Missions 
and the Lord Jesus, assured that their sym- 
pathy and support will not be long withheld 
when so loudly called on. The funds of the 
Society are exhausted ; the Treasurer is in 
advance; and those churches and associa- 
tions which haye heretofore held back, will 
surely not do so any longer when such 
urgent demands are made for increased pe- 
cuniary aid, and by a Society which God is 
so signally crowning with his blessing. 

Before our two last Committee meetings, 
the following cases were laid by the Secre- 
tary, and we deeply regrettedur inability to 
aid them. 


1. Brenchly in Kent, a station to which 
we make a small donation. We have this 
year been unableas yet to reply favourably to 
the urgent demands of the zealous and labo- 
rious man who is in such deep need of a 
little assistance. : 


Matfield green, Brenchley, Sept. 10, 1838. 
Dear Sir— 

Having obtained help of God, I continue to 
preach the glorious gospel of the blessed God 
at Matfield Green and Lamberhurst on the 
Sabbath day; on the week days at the following 
places in the neighbourhood— namely, Wit- 
stead, Dunbury, Mile.oake, Yalding, Brunck- 
ley, Bells’ Ewegreen. At the three first-named, 


1 preach once a fortnight; at the others, occa- 


sionally ; so that I have to preach three times 
every Sabbath, and travel ten miles; and 
when I go to Yalding, which is once a month, 
I preach three times, and travel twenty-two 
miles, which I did yesterday. Yalding is 
a populous village, seated by the river Medway, 
called the Sink of Kent, because two rivers 


here meet, one from the South-east, and the 


other from the South-west, form the river Med- 
way; and traly it has been noted as a sink of 
wickedness and dissipation from time immemo- 
rial. During the last eighteen years, several 
efforts have been made to introduce the gospel 
into this place, without success, till December 
last, a cottage was obtained at 2s. per week, 
which I opened for preaching on the Sabbath 
evening. [ anticipated a great deal of noise 
and disturbance. The place was numerously 


attended, so that I had scarce room to stand ;_ 


many were very attentive; some made their 
remarks on what I said, with an audible voice, 
"There was a great deal of noise out of doors; 
but, upon the whole, they behaved much better 
than I expected. The attendance has been 


e 


good ever since; but I am sorry to add, the 
people have assembled sometimes, and have 
had no minister. This has been exceedingly 
injurious ; I have no doubt but the infant cause 
would have grown much faster if it had been 
better nursed. There is no friend near the 
place that a minister may call on to take the 
least refreshment, not so much asa cup of cold 
water. [am not surprised at this, for the gos- 
pel has no real friends, till it makes them. I 
found it so at Lamberhurst more than twenty 
years ago, and was most shamefully persecuted 
beside. Now we have a ee and well- 
attended, never better than now, though three 
other chapels have since been erected in the 
neighbourhood of the Baptis: denomination. I 
have not the least donbt, if we had a more con: 
yenient place at Yalding, aw! could obtain a 
suitable and regular supply oi ministers, that a 
numerous congregation would suon he callected.. 
Many of the most respectable inhabitants do not 
go to church. : 

Yalding is six miles from my residence. I 
always have a horse sent me on the Sabbatl: 
day by one friend or the other; on the week 
days Tam generally obliged to walk, and am 
often so much fatigued after walking in the 
manner that I do (with crutches) that I find it 
hard labour to stand up and preach. I cannot 
afford to keep a horse, though my family is not 
so burdensome as formerly, my salary is reduced. 
this year 102. owing to the low price of hops, the 
farmers are so short of money, that they cannot 
pay for labour, so that many of the poor have 

een a great part of their time this summer out 
of employ. Another donation at this time: 
would be acceptable indeed. We have about 
fifty members of the church, and I have good 
reason to believe, that we have as many that 
are not members who love and live the gospel, 
that regularly attend to hear the word. We 
have two Sunday schools, of about 170 children. 
We have, I am sorry to state, no public prayer- 
meetings ; one reason is, our friends who are 
accustomed to speak in public live at too great 
a distance, and cannot attend during the sum- 
mer season. We havea very good attendance 
on the Sabbath day, from 400 to 500 people 
at both chapels. Lamberhurst is on the in- 
crease. e do not belong to-the union. My 
limits will not allow me to say any more at 

present. : 
Tam, Sir, yours affectionately, 

‘Tuomas GLApWIsH. 


2. The case of Burlington Quay, in York- 
shire, which we exceedingly regret our ina- 
bility to adopt as a station, and cordially to 
co-operate in this work with the zealous 

4M 
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pastor of the church at Scarboro’—its impor- 
tance, and our regret, will be estimated from 
the following statement of the Rey. B, 
Evans, ; 
Scarboro’, July 16, 1838. 
My dear Brother— 

Liam anxious to submit the following case to 

the Committee of the Home Missionary Society, 
and to solicit your co-operation in it. Some 
twenty years ago, a neat chapel was built at 
Burlington Quay, ‘which will seat about 500 
persons. It was placed in trust, securing to the 
pastors of the Baptistand Independent churches 
at. Burlington the right of occupancy on the 
Sabbath. Upon this plan, worship has been 
conducted for some years; but, owing to dis- 
putes, it has been closed for some time. The 
Trustees are dete:mined to sell it, or get rid of 
it in-some way or other, if possible, and have 
even offered it to the Church parties at B—, to 
conyert it into a Chapel of Ease. The town is 
rising in importance, it is now a considerable 
watering-place, and great numbers of persons 
visit. it during the season, and in the course of 
a few years will exceed B— in every respect, 
There is no Church; only one Methodist 
chapel ; and a small one belonging to the Ran- 
ters. There is no place where a great number 
of persons can go, and this place is of great use. 
We always hold our missionary services in it; 
and, if not retained, it will be a considerable 
loss to us on this score. 
. Under these circumstances, I have felt it my 
duty to attempt to secure it asa station fora 
new and independent Baptist interest. The 
church at Burlington sanction this, and my es- 
teemed brother Harness, the pastor, is anxious 
that 1 should. But I cannot do it alone. I 
write, therefore, toknow if the Society will be 
disposed to aid me. I have already taken the 
place, and am to pay a rent of 16/. 16s., the 
amount of the interest upon the debt. It cost 
about 1100/., and, if it should succeed, [I have 
no doubt.a lease of the place could be obtained 
at the same rent. Now I want a pious, active 
man to occupy it. He should also with. piety 
and zeal combine some talent, as it is a station 
of some importance, particularly in the summer. 
I cannot nisdan myself to the whole amount of 
his salary, but I will raise any sum equal to 
yours, towards a salary of 100/. per annum. 


- 3. Ludgershall, a distri¢t in Wilts, of consi- 
derable necessity, and warmly recommended 
by the Rev. J. New, the respected pastor of 
the church, at Salisbury; but to which we 
have, as yet, been unable to render assist- 
ance, — . 2 xy) ahha 
- The gospel was introduced into Ludgershall 
about thirty years since, by Mr. Roberts, of 
Shrewton, who came here to give out spinning, 
&c. He was followed by Mr. Futcher, then of 
Boughton, but since of Longparish: by Messrs, 
Winchester, Isaacs, and. ost, athe peucion’ 
tninisters at Andover. at 

J. B. Walcot, who was the first resident 
dissenting Minister, and, aiter twelve months, 
was baptized by Mr. Millard, of Whitchurch, 


we 
a 


‘now of Lymington, ‘he church was formed | fr 
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in 1818;-of which be has remained pastor ever 
since, About ninety-nine’ members have been 
received into the church since its formation, 
Several members from Andover were dismissed 
to form a church there. About twenty have 
been formed into a church at Collingbourn, 
formerly one of the stations connected with the 
church. About forty-eight remain. still on the 
books; while some have been dismissed to 
London, Bath, Bristol, Andoyer;.and about 
ten have died in the faith. : 

A separate church at Fosbury (without a pas- 
tor), of twenty members, has for about fourteen 
years been visited once a fortnight or oftener, 
and the Lord’s Supper and Baptism adminis- 
tered to them by the pastor of L. A deacon 
there assists on the alternate Sundays. 

Preaching is maintained still regularly at L., 
containing about 600 inhabitants. Three ser- 
vices. Sunday-school, sixty children, with 
eight teachers. 

At Kimpton, three miles and «a half, popula- 
lation about 200, congregation about 30, male 
members 4, females 7. No Sunday school. 
Preaching in a member's house. 

At Chute, three miles and a half. Population 
about 300, congregation 60 or 70, male mem- 
bers 4, female 4. Preaching in a member’s 
house. The assistants are-3-deacons, and one 
gifted and esteemed brother, from a village 
pear: 3. are very poor, having about 9s. per 
week, to subsist themselves, wives, and five 
children each, ea 

N.B.—A hamlet, called Shodsden, was for- 
merly a station. The word was made useful to 
two persons, who opened their house for 
preaching, and one aged, vile, ignorant sinner. 
They are now dead, and every opportunity and 
door closed against the gospel there. ‘The gos- 
pel has also been occasionally preached, as op- 
portunity offered, by the pastor, either in. doors 
or out, at different times, at Whewell, Chilbol- 
ton, two Clatfords, another Chute, Everley, 
Vearnham, Tidworth, Shipton, Appleshaw... 

I very cordially and eamestly. recommend the 
case herein transmitted, to the kind considera- 
tion of the Home Missionary Committee, and 
hope that the friends at Ludgershall, will realize 
as much assistance as can be conveniently ren- 
dered, or x 

Isaac New. 


_ 4, We sincerely regret being unable to 
forward a-small donation to the Rev. H. W. 


Jones, the zealous minister of the Taber- | 
nacle, Carmarthen, for the subjoined case of — 


—- This is the more painful: to us, as 
our Secretary had a personal knowledge of 
the great good being effected in that vicinity 
for this small sum; and we fear lest our in- 


ability tends to damp the ardour, or impede 
the labours, of our valued brother, and de- 


press this infant cause. 


“ 
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ledgments to the Committee, which, with 
other assistance, enabled them to procure sup- 
plies for nearly every Sabbath, I feel happy 
to be able to inform you, that the small interest 
here is gradually thriving, and though attended 
with many disadvantages for the want of a 
chapel, yet. it wears a very promising aspect. 
The congregations are numerous. Either seven 
or eight have been baptized, some restored, and 
others came from distant churches; so their 
number is about fifteen. Others will, we ex- 
pect, from the report we hear, soon join. A 
spot of ground is procured to build a chapel ; 
the lease is now preparing, and subscriptions 
have beenentered into ; and the farmers around 
will carry all the material gratis. This state- 
ment is truly correct, and is it not encou- 
raging? We therefore crave your assistance 
this year; and by presenting us with 102 you 
will greatly assist the weak, and preserve the 
smoking flax from extinction. We hope to 
hear from you soon. 


I am, dear Brother, 


Yours affectionately, 
H. W, Jongs. 


. 5. We have often stated the deep necessi- 
ties of Cumberland, and of the north gene- 
rally ; the following two cases will again 
bring it before the Christian public in a 
striking point of view :— — 

1. Ravengluss.—This letter, from a valued 
and dear minister of Jesus Christ, will 
speak for itself, particularly when we say 
we were obliged to inform him that we were 
unable to aid him in any way. 


Whitehaven, Aug. 23, 1838. 
My dear Sir, 3 

1 am not aware whether, in your journeyings 
in the north, you heard any thing of a Baptist 
interest formed at Ravenglass (a little sea-port 
in the south-west of Cumberland), and a little 
chapel built there. May 1 be permitted to put 
you in possession of some facts connected with 
the said chapel. It was built about four years 
ago, and is, through the kindness of friends, so 
far from being encumbered with a large debt, 
that towards the 75/. we owe, we have a coal- 
yard connected with the property purchased, 
which lets for 2/. 2s. per annum, and pays the 
interest of the aforesaid 75/., borrowed at a 
low rate. [have acted as pastor of the church 
at Ravenglass, off and on, from the time of the 


building of the chapel, as I had done for a. 


season (perhaps twelve months) before that 
event. At present the state of my health is 
such, that I withdraw from taking the oversight 
of the church, without the intention of ever 
yesuming the office in question, either as it _1e- 
spects Ravenglass or any other church. My 

octor has long since pronounced my com- 
plaint to be in the heart. So long as I abstain, 
or nearly abstain, from preaching and other 
exciting exercises, I preserve a measure of 
health. When I preach, except, perhaps, gcca- 
sionally as a supply, my health goes. “The 
question presents itself, What is to be done 
with or for poor Ravenglass? the pretty little 
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chapel there, and the ‘church of ten\members,* 
exclusive of myself. Maintain a minister they 
cannot ; Ae/p to maintain a minister they can- 
not; they did neither for me, though the first 
year I received 30/. from another source. We 
may not have been authorised in building a 
chapel under such circumstances; I do not say 
we were. But the thing is done, and, being 
done, does it not seem a pity that all should 
fall to the ground ?._ When [ say that the popu- 
lation of the town is very small (not 400, per- 
haps not 300), you may perhaps rejoin that this 
must preclude assistance from the Home Mis- 
sionary Society. But, my dear Sir, although 
the population of Ravenglass is small, and that 
of the surrounding neighbourhood (an agricul- 
tural district) small. too, yet it is mournful to 
think how large a tract of country in every 
direction around Ravenglass is void of evan- 
gelical instruction. There is, indeed, an Inde- 
pendent chapel about six miles distant, and a 
Methodist chapel about a mile nearer. Putting 
these out of the question, I know not where the 
gospel is preached in any place of worship for 
about twenty miles in one direction and eleven 
in the other, where there is another Methodist 
chapel. Evangelical preaching in the Church 
of England I do not know of, through a line of 
country of perhaps thirty miles, So that for a 
strong, plain, humble, warm-hearted, devoted 
Home. Missionary, there might be abundant 
scope. My dear Sir, can you hold out any 
hope of assistance? If 30/. a year could be 
obtained from the Baptist Home Missionary 
Society, or other source of a similar nature, 
perhaps 207. might be raised in another way, 
mean by friends in this part of the kingdom, 
Waiting your answer and your advice, believe 
me, my dear Sir, 
Yours affectionately, 
: S. Biyts. 
2. Whitehaven, a town of 16 or 18,000 
nhabitants, and’exceedingly destitute. The 
«ew friends there have been making’a noble 
effort, as will be seen from their letter; and 
this Committee never turned away an appli- 
cation with more heartfelt sorrow than this, 
In fact, we did not dare to say, We will not 
aid you; and only put it off till next meet- 
ing, to see in the mean time whether the 
benevolence of some individual or church 
will not enable us to take it up, and aid it 
for a few years ; when in such a town it will 
be sure to go alone, without our aid, and 
help us to go on and establish churches in 
similar important towns, . Oh, Christian 
brethren, come to our help, and let not such 
applications be turned empty away! _ 
Maryport, May 17 2, 1838. 
My dear Sir, oaks 
When I wrote you in August last, in repl 
to yours of the 15th of that month, I was force 
to answer your first query in the negative, anc 
thus to drop further correspondence on the 
subject of commencing a cause in Whitehaven, 
in counexion with the Baptist Home Missionary 


* More than the same number have, by death or 
removal, been separated from the church. 
~*, 


Society. 
never allowed the subject to fall aside, at least 
from their minds, and have recently made an- 
other attempt to find a person fitted by talents 
and disposition to begin the cause. Throngha 
mutual friend, Mr. Wilkinson has been in cor- 
yespondence with Mr. Acworth, the present 
respected president of Horton College, who has 
entered warmly into his views, and has pre- 
vailed on Mr. Sparkes, now at Horton, to spend 
between two and three months at Whitehaven, 
with a view to ultimate settlement, should such 
be found desirable by all parties. Mr. Acworth 
has also kindly promised to do his endeavour 
to see that Whitehaven is regularly supplied, 
after Mr. Sparkes’ engagement is closed, till a 
settlement be made. Mr. S. comes warmly 
recommended, and shall meet a kind reception 
from the few friends who hail his arrival as the 
beginning of good things. Thus I trust the 
greatest difficulty is obviated ; and [ earnestly 
pray that his beginning may be good, and his 
Leater end greatly increase. I think I wrote 
you before that the chapel, though rather out of 
repair, and awkwardly situated, is free from 
debt, and, with a little expense, may be made 
very comfortable. There is a smal] dwelling- 
house adjoining it, belonging to the trust, the 
rent of which has hitherto kept the place in 
repair. As Mr. Sparkes is expected on Lord’s- 
day, 27th inst., some little repairs are now 
going on. In case I had not answered the other 
queries in your letter, I may now state that the 
friends in Whitehaven engage to subscribe the 
first year among themselves 25/., which will be 
augmented by weekly collections; and by and 
bye we hope by seat-rents. As to the sum re- 
quired from the Baptist Home Missionary So- 
ciety, I should think that 20/. the first year 
would perhaps carry them through without in- 
curring debt, which must be avoided; and 1 
think the sum might be gradually lessened 
each year, till the cause can stand on its own 
strength. I shall be much disappointed if this 
be not very early. 

With respect to the numbers who could be 
collected at an early period to form a Christian 
church, there are about twelve baptized indivi- 
duals at present ia Whitehaven, who would be 
willing tonite ; and several others have inti- 


The friends there, however, have | 
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mated a wish to be baptized, were a suitable 
Baptist minister settled there. In this respect, 
the present time affords a most favourable 
opportunity for commencing. 

And now, my dear Sir, I suppose I need not 
say much on the urgeney of the case. A sight 
of that large and flourishing port is sufficient to 
excite the sympathy of every friend of the Lord 
Jesus for its perishing thousands. ‘There are a 
few pious and, I hope, laborious and faithful 
ministers of Christ in the place; but what are 
they among so many? And to a Baptist with a 
touch of denominational feeling, to look over 
the map of Cumberland, and learn that there is 
but one English Baptist church in the county, 
over which your unworthy correspondent 
watches with no little anxiety (for Broughton 
may be said to be extinct, and Ravenglass, 
from the infirmities of its respected pastor, 
hardly maintains its slender footing), surely it 
must be desirable that some new causes 
started, to revive the dying spirit of the old 
ones, and extend the kingdom of the blessed 
Redeemer. : 

Since I wrote you in August last, I have bap- 
tized four individuals at different times, making 
in all, since I came here, just three years ago 
this month, twenty-three persons, besides seve- 
ral, who had been previously baptized, have 
been added to the church, 

Is it true that there is a promise of some 
good at Carlisle ? 
for good to this too long neglected county. 
That city is rather far from me, to see it often ; 
but a rail-road from this place to it has just 
started, which will shorten the distance, both 
in time and expense; a consideration to poor 
labouring Baptist ministers, who wish occa- 
sional communion with one another. I hope 
ere long it will be extended to Whitehaven on 
the other side. : Me 

But the hour warns me to conclude. May 
L hope for an early answer? at least when the 
determination of the Committee is known? 
May the Lord bless the Society with prosperity, 
and her missionaries with abundant success in 
the conversion of souls to God ! ; 

Believe me, dear Sir, . 
Your’s in Christian bonds, ’ 
H. ANDERSON. | 


members of our churches: ‘* From X. 
land,”’ by the Rev, C. M. Birrell. 


: Z. £20, towards the Home Missions in Cumbe 
This sum has mainl 


prayerful consideration of the wealthier 


Brough, whose labours God is so signally crowning with his blessing ; and this Committe >, 


aroused by this generous act, have spent more time, trouble, and money, 


Cause 


y more such 
nore 
C. H. ROE, Sec, ° 
3 : m grt ~ 
Vat aie : 
Tae ae k 
9 oe oe ae aes 2 
>} wd ; ee 
rare Wee 
ae pers. 
7 1. Gt 


If it is so, it seems a-token. 


! r- 
y supported the missionary at 


; yenerous in promoting the 
f Home Missions in Cumberland this year, than they would sthersdegahaile tele 
themselves warranted or called on to attempt. May the Lord raise us up meny more 
stimulators, and give us grace to arise at their call ! = 


‘Signed on behalf the Committee. 
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The Committee would take this opportunity to commend the example of judicious bene- 
ficence, set by a modest friend at pate to the 7 
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